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PTI, CHENNAI: Coming 
down heavily on Dhar-
mendra Pradhan for his 
criticism of the ruling DMK, 
Tamil Nadu Chief Minis-
ter M K Stalin on Monday 
slammed the Union Educa-
tion Minister for his “arro-
gance” considering himself 
a king and asked him to 
control his tongue.

The CM's remarks came 

in the wake of the exchange 
between the DMK MPs and 
Pradhan in the Lok Sabha 
over the PM SHRI scheme 
and fund allocation to the 
southern state.

Pradhan had criticised 
the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment for refusing to im-
plement the National Ed-
ucation Policy (NEP) and 
doing a “U-turn” on the 

TN CM slams Pradhan for arrogance, 
tells him to control his tongue

issue for “politics.” Stalin 
made it categorical that the 
Tamil Nadu government 
did not come forward to 
implement the Centre's PM 
Shri scheme and when that 
is the case, he said nobody 
could persuade him further 
in this regard.

“Just answer if you could 
release the fund or not, 
which was collected from us 
and which is meant for the 
students of Tamil Nadu,” the 
chief minister said in a so-
cial media post responding 
to the central minister.

Referring to Pradhan's 
letter to him that outlined 
Tamil Nadu's rejection of 
the NEP, 3-language poli-
cy and PM SHRI MoU, he 
said the DMK government 
functioned by respecting 
the views of the people, 
unlike the BJP leaders who 
were bound by “words 
from Nagpur.” He slammed 
Pradhan for using a word 
to target the DMK MPs and 
said the central minister 
deceived Tamil Nadu by 
not releasing funds. “You 
are insulting the people of 
Tamil Nadu. Does PM Nar-
endra Modi accept this,?” 
he asked.

Pradhan withdrew the 
word that was objected to 
by the DMK MPs and Lok 
Sabha Speaker Om Birla di-
rected that it be expunged 
from the records.

Meawnhile, DMK of-
fice-bearers staged pro-
tests across the state con-
demning Pradhan for using 
an objectionable word and 
the union minister's effi-
gies were also burnt.

TN School Education 
Minister Anbil Mahesh 
Poyyamozhi strongly con-
demned Pradhan's remark 
and termed it outrageous.

“The Union BJP Govern-
ment's political interfer-
ence in education will not 
be forgiven. Students and 
teachers will remember 
this betrayal,” Poyyamozhi 
charged. Further, he alleged 
that “NEP is not an educa-
tion policy, but an RSS-driv-
en agenda. Tamil Nadu 
rejects it outright.” Earlier 
in the day, Lok Sabha pro-
ceedings were adjourned 
for about 30 minutes after 
DMK members protested 
over Pradhan's remarks 
that the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment was “dishonest” on 
the issue of implementing 
the PM Schools for Rising 
India (PM SHRI) scheme.

Replying to a question 
on the PM SHRI scheme, 
Pradhan said the DMK-led 
Tamil Nadu government 
has changed its stand on 
implementing the cen-
trally-sponsored scheme 
which envisaged strength-
ening the schools managed 
by central, state or local 

bodies.
In New Delhi, DMK MP 

Kanimozhi condemned 
Pradhan for his remark 
and said the central min-
ister's claim that CM Stalin 
has gone back on his word 
was a lie and it was meant 
to divert. Tamil Nadu MPs 
never told Pradhan that the 
state was ready to accept 
the NEP, 3-language policy.

PTI, GUWAHATI:  The 
Assam government on 
Monday suggested the 
state police force to set 
up India's first-ever arti-
ficial intelligence-based 
laboratory for cyber sur-
veillance, mainly to tackle 
the menace of deepfake.

Presenting the annual 
budget, Finance Minister 
Ajanta Neog said the state 
government is dreaming 
big for a brighter tomorrow.

The initiative will po-
sition Assam as a leader 
in AI-driven law enforce-
ment and cybercrime 
prevention in the coun-

Assam mulls India’s first AI lab for cyber surveillance
try, the budget stressed.

Neog also said that the 
state will work with tea in-
dustry stakeholders to in-

troduce India's first AI-driv-
en, blockchain-based tea 
auction system to enhance 
transparency and efficiency.

AP, WASHINGTON:  Cli-
mate change is already 
causing all sorts of prob-
lems on Earth, but soon it 
will be making a mess in 
orbit around the planet too, 
a new study finds.

MIT researchers calcu-
lated that as global warm-
ing caused by burning of 
coal, oil, gas continues it 
may reduce the available 
space for satellites in low 
Earth orbit by anywhere 
from one-third to 82% by 
the end of the century, de-
pending on how much car-
bon pollution is spewed. 
That's because space will 
become more littered with 
debris as climate change 

lessens nature's way of 
cleaning it up.

Part of the greenhouse 
effect that warms the air 
near Earth's surface also 
cools the upper parts of the 
atmosphere where space 
starts and satellites zip 
around in low orbit, That 
cooling also makes the up-
per atmosphere less dense, 
which reduces the drag on 
the millions of pieces of 
human-made debris and 
satellites.

That drag pulls space 
junk down to Earth, burn-
ing up on the way. But a 
cooler and less dense up-
per atmosphere means less 
space cleaning itself. 

Study says climate 
change will even make 

Earth’s orbit mess


