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HOLI JOY

xxx xxx xxx Damages after clashes 
that broke out during 
a rally celebrating the 
Indian team's victory 
over New Zealand in the 
Champions Trophy final, 
in Mhow, Uttar Pradesh

People during a protest 
by residents of Ghazipur 
on Akshardham-
Ghaziabad road against 
the alleged murder of a 
young man, in Delhi

Azad Samaj Party (Kanshi 
Ram) and Bhim Army 
supporters protest over 
allegedly deteriorating 
law and order situation  
in Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh 

People from the Tibetan 
community take out 
a march to mark the 
66th Anniversary of the 
Tibetan National Uprising 
Day, in Dehradun

PTI, IMPHAL: Manipur's 
Jiribam deputy commis-
sioner Krishna Kumar on 
Monday appealed to the 
people of the district to 
uphold peace, unity and 
communal harmony and 
assured that the admin-
istration, in coordination 
with security forces, re-
mains committed to en-
suring the safety, security 
and wellbeing of every 
resident, an official state-
ment said.

In a public appeal, Kumar 
said,  “Jiribam has always 
been a beacon of commu-
nal brotherhood, cultural 
diversity, coexistence and 
mutual respect. It is our 
collective responsibility to 
safeguard these cherished 
values for a prosperous 
and harmonious society. 
At this juncture, it is im-
perative that we reinforce 
these values and stand 
together as one.” Acknowl-
edging recent tensions, he 
reassured the public that 
disorder and violence only 
hinder progress.

“Recent events have 
caused anxiety and un-
certainty among our peo-
ple. However, history has 
shown that violence and 
discord only serve to ob-
struct development. The 
district administration, 
in coordination with se-
curity forces, is steadfast 
in its commitment to en-
suring the safety, security, 

and well-being of every 
resident, and we have 
successfully maintained 
peace and harmony for 
the past several months,” 
he said.

“We are working in close 
coordination with law en-
forcement agencies, civil 
society organisations and 
community leaders to re-
store peace and normalcy,” 

he said.
He urged all citizens 

to act with restraint and 
wisdom.  “Let us refrain 

from spreading unverified 
information or rumors 
that could further esca-
late tensions. “

Jiribam DC appeals for peace, 
communal harmony in Manipur district

Security personnel stand guard during an indefinite shutdown 
by the Kuki Zo Council in all the Kuki areas, in Manipur.

Security personnel stand guard during an indefinite shutdown 
by the Kuki Zo Council in all the Kuki areas, in Manipur

12 MILITANTS ARRESTED IN MANIPUR
PTI, IMPHAL: Security forces arrested at least 12 mili-
tants in Manipur belonging to different proscribed out-
fits in the last two days, police said on Monday. Three 
active cadres of the banned United People's Party of 
Kangleipak (UPPK) were held from Langol Type-II area 
in Imphal West, along with a member of the Kanglei 
Yaol Kanna Lup (KYKL) in Tengnoupal district along the 
India-Myanmar border on Saturday, they said. On Sun-
day, police arrested a woman cadre of the outlawed Na-
tional Revolutionary Front of Manipur from Imphal East 
district. Five members of the People's Revolutionary 
Party of Kangleipak PREPAK (Pro) were also apprehend-
ed in two separate operations at Khongman Nandeibam 
Leikai in Imphal East district and Heinoupok in Imphal 
West district on Sunday, police said. Two active cadres 
of the banned Kangleipak Communist Party (PWG) were 
arrested from Lamphel and Samurou in Imphal West 
district, they added. Investigation is underway.

ONE-HOUR DEBATE IN LOK SABHA FOR AP-
PROVAL OF PRESIDENT'S RULE IN MANIPUR
PTI, NEW DELHI: The Lok Sabha will have an hour-long 
discussion on the statutory resolution seeking approval 
of the proclamation of President's Rule in Manipur. 
The decision was taken at a meeting of the Lok Sabha's 
Business Advisory Committee (BAC), chaired by Speaker 
Om Birla, on Monday. The Lok Sabha will take up a 
discussion on the Manipur budget, presented by Union 
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, from Tuesday. The 
discussion on the Manipur budget has been clubbed 
with the debates on the second batch of Supplementary 
Demands for Grants for 2024-25 and the Demands for 
Excess Grants for 2021-22 and six hours have been allot-
ted for it. The BAC also decided to cancel the sitting on 
March 13 on account of Holi. It recommended that the 
Lok Sabha sit on Saturday, March 29, to compensate for 
the March 13 sitting. It has allotted 10 hours for a discus-
sion on the Railways and one day each for debates on 
the Demands for Grants of the ministries of Jal Shakti, 
and agriculture and farmers' welfare.

PTI, NEW DELHI: Design-
er duo Shivan & Narresh, 
who are facing backlash 
for displaying  “obscene” 
garments at a fashion 
show in Gulmarg last 
week, have said their sole 
intention was to celebrate 
creativity and regret any 
hurt caused by the event 
during the holy month of 
Ramzan.

The Delhi-based de-
signers, whose full names 
are Shivan Bhatiya and 
Narresh Kukreja, show-
cased their skiwear col-
lection on March 7 to 
mark the 15th anniversa-
ry of their label. The issue 

was raised in the Assem-
bly and Jammu and Kash-
mir Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah has ordered an 
inquiry into the matter.

Abdullah on Monday 
said his government would 
have never given permis-
sion for such an event.

We have already or-
dered an inquiry into it but 
preliminary facts revealed 
that it was a private four-
day event organised by a 
private party in a private 
hotel...Some people are 
saying that such a show 
should not have happened 
in the month of Ramzan. 
After what I have seen, 

I am of the opinion that 
it should not have taken 
place any time of the year, 
he said in the Assembly.

In an X post on Sunday, 
Kashmir's chief priest, 
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq 
called the fashion show  
“outrageous”.

Following criticism on 
social media and else-
where, Shivan & Narresh 
posted a statement of apol-
ogy on their official X page.

“We deeply regret any 
hurt caused by our recent 
presentation in Gulmarg 
during the holy month of 
Ramadan. Our sole inten-
tion was to celebrate crea-

tivity and the ski & apres-
ski lifestyle, without any 
desire to offend anyone or 
any religious sentiments.

“Respect for all cultures 
and traditions is at our 
heart, and we acknowl-
edge the concerns raised. 
We sincerely apologise 
for any unintended dis-
comfort and appreciate 
the feedback from our 
community. We remain 
committed to being more 
mindful and respectful,” 
they said in the statement.

Abdullah responded to 
Farooq's post, saying the 
shock and anger are total-
ly understandable.

Following uproar, Designers Shivan & 
Narresh apologise for Gulmarg fashion show

PTI, BHOPAL: More than a 
dozen persons were injured 
after a stage collapsed at a 
protest event organised by the 
Congress on the first day of 
Madhya Pradesh assembly's 
Budget Session in Bhopal on 
Monday, leaders from the op-
position party said.

The incident took place 
when leaders were address-
ing protesters near Rangma-
hal Square before the planned 
march to the assembly com-
plex to highlight the failures 
and anti-farmer policies of the 
BJP government in MP, party 
MLA Jaivardhan Singh told 
PTI.

Stage collapses at 
MP protest, over 

dozen injured

Women play with 'Gulal' ahead of the 'Holi' festival, in West Bengal's Nadia

PTI, NEW DELHI: The Su-
preme Court has directed 
states and union territo-
ries to notify by March 28 
the number of sanctioned 
posts of teachers to edu-
cate children with special 
needs.

A bench of Justices Sud-
hanshu Dhulia and K Vinod 
Chandran observed despite 
its 2021 judgment, none of 

the states or UTs made ap-
pointments on such sanc-
tioned posts.

In fact, a large majority of 
the states didn't even iden-
tify the sanctioned posts re-
quired in the state, despite 
there being figures relating 
to children with special 
needs, the court said.

“Each state and UT shall 
come out with notifications 

with the number of posts 
that they have sanctioned 
for teachers who have to 
impart education to chil-
dren with special needs,” it 
added.

The March 7 order said 
after the posts were sanc-
tioned and notified prefera-
bly within three weeks - on 
or before March 28, 2025 - at 
least two newspapers “hav-

ing wide circulation” would 
carry ads in the respective 
states aside from the web-
sites of the education de-
partment and the state gov-
ernment concerned.

The bench was hearing 
a plea filed by Rajneesh 
Kumar Pandey, through 
advocate Prashant Shukla, 
claiming a dearth of special 
educators in Uttar Pradesh 

and other states.
The petition filed by 17 

teachers, who claim to have 
undertaken the required 
training to teach children 
with special needs, said to 
make Right to Education a 
success, it was essential to 
appoint qualified profes-
sionals in each school to 
help kids prepare for life 
challenges.

Notify teacher posts for special needs children: SC to States

Maoist 
gunned down 

in MP
PTI, MANDLA (MP):  
Madhya Pradesh police's 
anti-Naxal Hawk Force 
gunned down a Maoist  
and captured two of his ac-
complices after an encoun-
ter in tribal-dominated 
Mandla district of the state, 
an official said on Monday.

Around 205 rounds 
were fired during the 
gun-battle - 125 from the 
Naxals and 80 by the Hawk 
Force - which took place in 
a thickly forested area on 
Sunday, he informed. A .315 
bore firearm was recovered 
from the outlaws, the offi-
cial added.

On March 8, intelligence 
reports suggested the 
presence of Naxalites in 
the Kanha National Park 
area under Khatiya police 
station limits of the district, 
Balaghat Zone Inspector 
General of Police Sanjay 
Singh told reporters.

PTI, FARIDABAD:  A woman 
allegedly committed suicide 
after giving her mentally 
challenged son some poison-
ous substance police said.

Incident occurred on 
Sunday when they re-
ceived information from a 

Woman poisons mentally 
challenged son, hangs self

man who reported Bilma 
Devi (45) and her son,

PTI
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