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SURVIVAL NOT CELEBRATION

xxx xxx xxx AICC Gen Secy (Org) 
KC Venugopal protests 
against the Central 
Govt’s decision to permit 
offshore mining at the 
high seas off the shore of 
Alappuzha, Kerala

Police personnel stand 
guard as BJP workers 
led by party leader 
N Ravikumar protest 
against the K‘taka Govt, 
in Chikmagalur

Four women from 
Army families pose 
for photos, who have 
been appointed as tour 
guides for the Southern 
Command War Memorial, 
in Pune

Cadets celebrate 
during their passing out 
parade, at the Officers 
Training Academy in 
Chennai, Tamil Nadu

PTI, IMPHAL: A protester 
was killed while 25 others, 
including women, were in-
jured in clashes between 
Kuki demonstrators and 
security forces in different 
parts of Manipur's Kang-
pokpi district on Saturday, 
officials said.

The deceased has been 
identified as Lalgouthang 
Singsit. The 30-year-old re-
ceived bullet injuries dur-
ing the clashes at Keithel-
manbi and died on the way 
to hospital, police said.

At least 25 protesters 
sustained different types 
of injuries during the 
clashes with security forc-
es at Gamgiphai, Motbung 
and Keithelmanbi, police 
said, adding they have 
been admitted to the near-
by public health centre for 
treatment.

Clashes erupted be-
tween demonstrators 
and security forces in the 
Kuki-dominated district 
after police fired tear gas 
to disperse them, as they 
opposed Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah's directive 
allowing free movement 

across the state.
The situation worsened 

when protesters set fire 
to private vehicles and 
attempted to stop a state 
transport bus traveling 
from Imphal to Senapati 
district.

Protesters also blocked 
NH-2 (Imphal-Dimapur 
highway) and burned tyres 

to obstruct movement of 
government vehicles.

The protest was also 
directed against a peace 
march by the Federation 
of Civil Society (FOCS), a 
Meitei organisation.

The march, involving 
over 10 vehicles, was halt-
ed by security forces at Se-
kmai before it could reach 

Kangpokpi district.
Police claimed they had 

been told to stop the march 
as they did not have per-
mission.

"We are just following 
orders. We have been told 
to stop the march. If they 
want to go, they can go in 
the state buses arranged 
by the government," a po-

liceman said.
However, FOCS mem-

bers objected saying they 
were just following what 
Shah's instruction allowing 
free movement across the 
state from Saturday.

A purported video re-
leased by Kuki-Zo village 
volunteers group from an 
undisclosed location said 

it was against the govern-
ment of India's decision 
regarding free movement 
and demanded a sepa-
rate administration. The 
authenticity of the video 
could not be corroborated 
by PTI.

"Any attempt to enter 
our areas will be met with 
strong resistance. No free 
movement before separate 
administration" a volun-
teer was heard saying in 
the video.

Opposing the free 
movement initiative, the 
Kuki Zo Council has im-
posed an indefinite shut-
down in all Kuki-Zo areas 
from Saturday midnight, a 
statement said.

"It is crucial for the 
central government to 
address the underlying 
issues to prevent further 
unrest and protect public 
safety. The Kuki-Zo Coun-
cil urges the government 
to reconsider its stance to 
avoid further escalation of 
tension and violent con-
frontation," it added.

The council also stat-
ed, "We cannot guarantee 
free movement of Meiteis 
across buffer zones and 
cannot take responsibili-
ty for any untoward inci-
dents."

Protester killed in Kangpokpi; shutdown 
in Kuki-Zo areas from midnight

114 WEAPONS RECOVERED BY SECURITY 
FORCES ACROSS MANIPUR

PTI, IMPHAL: In a series of operations, security forces 
have recovered 114 weapons, improvised explosive 
devices (IEDs), grenades and ammunition across 
Manipur after the expiry of a two-week period for 
voluntarily surrendering looted and illegally held arms 
in the ethnic strife-torn state, an official statement 
said on Saturday. Intelligence-based operations were 
launched in the hill and valley districts of Bishnupur, 
Senapati, Thoubal, Jiribam, Chandel, Churachandpur, 
Kangpokpi, Imphal East and Imphal West. Altogether 
114 weapons, IEDs, grenades, ammunition and war-like 
stores were recovered during these operations, an 
army statement said.

SEVEN MEMBERS OF BANNED OUTFITS  
IN MANIPUR HELD

PTI, IMPHAL: Seven members of four proscribed outfits 
were arrested in separate operations in strife-torn Mani-
pur, police said on Saturday. Two cadres of the banned 
Kangleipak Communist Party (PWG) were apprehended 
from Lamphel in Imphal West district on Friday, while 
another member of the same outfit was held near the 
gate of Bir Tikendrajit International Airport, a senior 
officer said. They have been identified as Moirangthem 
Jiban Singh (27), Laishram Tiken Singh (40) and Thou-
dam Premkumar Singh (38), he said. An amount of Rs 50 
000 was also recovered from those who were arrested 
in Lamphel. Two members of the proscribed Kanglei 
Yaol Kanna Lup (KYKL) were arrested on Thursday near 
the Lokchao river along the India-Myanmar border in 
the Tengnoupal district. “These members of the militant 
group have been identified as Keisham Naocha alias 
Ningsingba (38) and Ningthoujam Sanjoy (18) and hand-
ed over to the local police for necessary legal actions,” 
an officer said. A 24-year-old cadre of the outlawed 
KCP (Taibanganba), identified as Mayanglambam Borish 
Singh, was also arrested on Friday, he said. Security 
forces arrested another member of the banned PREPAK, 
identified as Ningthoujam Dhananjoy.MANIPUR  

VIOLENCE

A woman ragpicker collects waste material at a landfill on the International Women's Day, in 
Guwahati, Assam

PTI, HARDOI (UP):  In two 
separate raids here, the 
Uttar Pradesh Special Task 
Force arrested 19 people in 
connection with cheating 
during the class 10 English 
exam of the UP Board, an 
official said on Saturday.

The paper took place in 
the morning shift (8.30 am 
to 11.45 am) on Friday.

In the first instance, 14 
people were found solv-
ing the question paper at 
the residence of a school 
principal, the official said.

A Special Task Force 
team, along with District 
Inspector of Schools Bal-
mukund Prasad, raided 
the Jagannath Singh Public 

Inter College at Katiyamau 
village in Hardoi district.

Acting on a tip-off, they 
also raided the principal's 
house 3-4 kilometres 
away and found five men 
and nine women writing 
the answers. One of them 
introduced himself as a 
teacher of the school.

The STF recovered 20 
answer sheets from them.

In the second event, 
two women were found 
solving the paper outside 
the Jai Subhash Mahabali 
Inter College in the Dalel 
Nagar area of the district, 
the official added.

Centre in-charge, Ram Mi-
lan, and the examination in-
charge, Manish Singh, along 
with a teacher, were nabbed 

19 nabbed over cheating in class 10 
Eng exam, 14 from principal’s house

UP BOARD EXAM

PTI, MUMBAI: Two peo-
ple were killed and 13 oth-
ers injured after a vehicle 
overturned and was hit by 
a car on the Mumbai-Nag-
pur Samruddhi Express-
way on Saturday morning, 
police said.

The accident occurred at 
Malsawargaon in Buldhana 
district around 9 am when 
a vehicle with 15 people 
from Yavatmal was heading 
to Shirdi, an official from 
Sindkhed Raja police sta-

tion said.
He said one of the tyres 

of the vehicle burst, caus-
ing it to overturn, and a 
car rammed into it from 
behind.

The official said the de-
ceased were identified as 
Vidya Sable and Motiram 
Borkar.

He said 13 injured per-
sons were taken to a near-
by hospital, where three 
of them are in critical con-
dition.

PTI, BEGUSARAI: To tackle 
period poverty and empow-
er young girls, sanitary pad 
dispensers and incinera-
tors were installed in two 
schools in Manjhaul here as 
part of the Sangini initiative 
that aims to transform Be-
gusarai into a model district 
in menstrual hygiene.

This innovative project 
by non-profit organisation 
NOBA GSR (Netarhat Old 
Boys Association Global 
Social Responsibility), sup-
ported by Press Trust of 
India (PTI), aims to ensure 
menstrual hygiene man-
agement in rural schools 
so that girls no longer miss 
out on education due to 
their periods. The installa-

tion took place ahead of In-
ternational Women's Day 
on Saturday.

NOBA GSR has partnered 

with PTI to expand its Sang-
ini initiative, which has 
already helped transform 
the lives of over 2 lakh girls 

across India, according to a 
statement.

With more than 700 in-
stallations in schools, the 
statement said, the initiative 
has significantly reduced ab-
senteeism and dropout rates 
among adolescent girls.

Each dispenser is 
equipped with SIM-ena-
bled technology that allows 
real-time tracking of stock 
levels, ensuring timely re-
fills that make menstrual 
hygiene products accessible.

NOBA GSR Operations 
Manager Mani Raj Singh 
highlighted the initiative's 
broader mission.

Saurabh Kumar, NOBA 
GSR's Begusarai official, 
shared the local impact.

Sangini initiative fights period poverty in with 
sanitary pad dispensers, incinerators

Two girls in front of a sanitary pad dispenser in Majhaul in 
Bihar's Begusarai

Two killed, 13 injured 
as vehicle overturns on 
Samruddhi Expressway PTI, NEW DELHI: IAF 

Chief Air Chief Marshal A 
P Singh on Saturday said 
the Indian ecosystem 
needs to reach a stage 
where new technology 
comes out of India and 
others are chasing it.

At an interactive ses-
sion at the India Today 
Conclave here, he also 
said one of the lessons 
from the ongoing conflicts 
is that one needs to be 
prepared for a protracted, 
long-drawn war.

“So, along with our 

capabilities, we need 
to build our capacity, a 
capacity to last a long-
drawn war,” the IAF chief 
said, adding the earlier 
idea that wars are going 
to be “short and swift” has 
changed.

“And, we need back up 
of the industry so that we 
continue to fill up losses 
that we have. Second, the 
primacy of control of air, 
has come out loud and 
clear,” he added.

And, the role of tech-
nology, especially un-

manned vehicles, has 
come to the fore from 
the conflict, the air 
chief marshal said when 
asked about the lessons 
from ongoing conflicts 
in the world.

Air Chief Marshal Sin-
gh, however, said with ad-
vancement in technology, 
“we need to catch up”.

He was also asked 
about reports that Paki-
stan is going to get a fifth 
generation fighter air-
craft from a neighbour-
ing country.

We are chasing tech, it should come 
out of India: IAF chief 

PTI,  JAMMU:  Director 
General of Border Securi-
ty Force (BSF) Daljit Singh 
Chawdhary on Saturday vis-
ited forward areas along the 
International Border and 
Line of Control (LoC) in Jam-
mu and Kashmir to review 
the security situation, an of-
ficial said.

Chawdhary, who 
reached here on a two-day 
visit to the Jammu frontier, 
visited the areas along the 

DG BSF reviews security 
situation along borders in J&K

International Border in Kath-
ua and the LoC in the Poonch 
district, a spokesperson of 
the border guarding force 
said.

He said the BSF chief was 
briefed on the critical aspects 
by the sector commanders 
and battalion commandants.

PTI

PTI

by the STF in the raid.
Balmukund Prasad told 

PTI that the two gangs had 
been impersonating stu-
dents who appeared for 
the exam.  He said the STF 
arrested 19 people in all, 
14 of them solvers, confis-
cating the answer sheets, 
which were then sealed.

Balmukund Prasad said 
the centre administrators 
and static magistrates of 
both the schools will be 
replaced.


