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PTI, BEIJING:  A ballet be-
tween the elephant and the 
dragon contributing to each 
other's success is the “only 
right choice” for India-Chi-
na relations, Foreign Minis-
ter Wang Yi said on Friday 
as he acknowledged posi-
tive strides in bilateral ties 
after the end of the military 
standoff in eastern Ladakh.

There is every reason 
for us to support each oth-
er rather than undermine 
each other or undercut 
each other, Wang, who is 
also a member of the pow-
erful political bureau of the 
ruling Communist Party of 
China (CPC), said at his an-
nual press conference here.

A “cooperative pas de 
deux” between the drag-
on and the elephant is the 
“only right choice for both 
sides,” Wang said while re-
plying to a question on how 
Beijing views the course of 

bilateral ties after the two 
countries ended the four-
year stalemate in the ties.

Bilateral relations between 
the two Asian giants froze af-
ter the Galwan valley clash in 
eastern Ladakh in June 2020. 
The four year military stand-
off ended last year.

China-India relations 
have made positive strides 
over the past year after last 
year's breakthrough, he 
said.

The successful meet-
ing between President Xi 
Jinping and Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi in Ka-
zan last October provided 
strategic guidance for the 
improvement and develop-
ment of the bilateral ties, he 
said.

After that “both sides 
have earnestly followed 
through on the important 
common understandings of 
our leaders, strengthened 

exchanges and practical co-
operation at all levels, and 
achieved a series of positive 
outcomes,” he added.

In an apparent reference 
to India stressing the im-
portance of peace at bor-
ders for the development of 
relations, Wang reiterated 
China's oft repeated stand 
that the differences over 
the boundary or on other 
issues should not affect the 
overall bilateral ties.

As two ancient civilisa-
tions, India and China have 
enough wisdom and capa-
bility to maintain peace and 

tranquillity in the border 
areas pending a fair and 
reasonable solution to the 
boundary issue, said Wang.

“We should never allow 
bilateral relations to be 
defined by the boundary 
question or specific differ-
ences to affect the overall 
picture of our bilateral ties,” 
he said in his widely tele-
vised press conference held 
on the sidelines of China's 
annual parliament session 
currently underway.

There is every reason for 
us to support each other 
rather than undermine each 

other or undercut each oth-
er, he said, adding that both 
the countries should work 
with each other rather than 
guard against each other.

“This is the only path 
that truly serves the funda-
mental interests of the two 
countries,” Wang said.

As important members of 
the Global South, China and 
India have the responsibili-
ty to take a lead in opposing 
hegemonism and power 
politics, he said in an appar-
ent reference to the United 
States.

The two countries must 
not only safeguard legiti-
mate rights and interests 
of respective countries but 
also uphold the basic norms 
governing international re-
lations, he said.

“If China and India join 
hands, the prospect of 
greater democracy in in-
ternational affairs and the 

stronger Global South will 
improve greatly,” he said.

Wang said 2025 marks 
the 75th anniversary of 
China-India diplomatic re-
lations. “China stands ready 
to work with India to sum 
up past experience and 
forge a path forward and 
advance China-India rela-
tions on the track of sound 
and stable development,” 
he said.

In 2024, India and China 
completed the disengage-
ment process after firming 
up a pact for the withdraw-
al of troops from Depsang 
and Demchok, the last two 
friction points in eastern 
Ladakh, ending the over 
four years of freeze in ties.

After the finalisation of 
the pact, Modi and Xi held 
talks in Kazan on October 
23 when the two sides de-
cided to revive the various 
dialogue mechanisms.

Ballet between elephant and dragon only right choice 
for India-China ties, says Chinese foreign minister

Bilateral relations between the two Asian giants froze 
after the Galwan valley clash in eastern Ladakh in June 
2020. The four year military standoff ended last year. In 
an apparent reference to India stressing the importance 
of peace at borders for the development of relations, 
Wang reiterated China's oft repeated stand that the 
differences over the boundary or on other issues should 
not affect the overall bilateral ties

PTI, NEW YORK: Mumbai 
terror attack accused Ta-
hawwur Rana has submit-
ted a renewed application 
to Chief Justice John Rob-
erts seeking a stay of his ex-
tradition to India after the 
US Supreme Court rejected 
his emergency bid.

Rana, 64, a Canadian na-
tional of Pakistani origin, is 
currently lodged in the Met-
ropolitan Detention Center 
in Los Angeles.  He had sub-
mitted an "Emergency Ap-
plication For Stay Pending 
Litigation of Petition For 
Writ of Habeas Corpus” on 
February 27 with Elena Ka-
gan, Associate Justice of the 
Supreme Court of the Unit-
ed States and Circuit Justice 
for the Ninth Circuit.

A note dated March 6 on 
the Supreme Court website 
said that “Application …de-
nied by Justice Kagan."

Rana has now renewed 
his "Emergency Applica-
tion for Stay Pending Liti-
gation of Petition for Writ 
of Habeas Corpus" previ-
ously addressed to Justice 

Kagan, and requests that 
the renewed application 
be directed to Chief Justice 
Roberts,” according to the 
submission by Rana's law-
yers on Thursday posted on 
the court's website. 

In his emergency appli-
cation, Rana had sought a 
“stay of his extradition and 
surrender to India pending 
litigation (including ex-
haustion of all appeals) on 
the merits of his February 
13 petition.

In that petition, Rana ar-
gued that his extradition to 
India violates United States 
law and the United Nations 

Convention Against Torture 
"because there are substan-
tial grounds for believing 
that, if extradited to India, the 
petitioner will be in danger of 
being subjected to torture." 

“The likelihood of torture 
in this case is even higher 
though as petitioner faces 
acute risk as a Muslim of Pa-
kistani origin charged in the 
Mumbai attacks,” the appli-
cation said. The application 
also said that his “severe 
medical conditions” render 
extradition to Indian deten-
tion facilities a “de facto" 
death sentence in this case. 

It cited medical records 

from July 2024 that confirm 
Rana has multiple “acute 
and life-threatening diag-
noses”, including multiple 
documented heart attacks, 
Parkinson's disease with 
cognitive decline, a mass 
suggestive of bladder can-
cer, stage 3 chronic kidney 
disease, and a history of 
chronic asthma, and multi-
ple COVID-19 infections. 

“Accordingly, petition-
er certainly has raised a 
credible, if not compelling, 
factual case that there are 
indeed substantial grounds 
for believing he would be in 
danger of torture if surren-
dered to Indian authorities. 

“Further, because of his 
Muslim religion, his Paki-
stani origin, his status as a 
former member of the Pa-
kistani Army, the relation of 
the putative charges to the 
2008 Mumbai attacks, and 
his chronic health condi-
tions he is even more likely 
to be tortured than other-
wise would be the case, and 
that torture is very likely to 
kill him in short order.”

26/11 accused Tahawwur Rana seeks 
fresh stay on extradition to India

AP, CAIRO:  Four boats 
carrying migrants from 
Africa capsized overnight 
in waters off Yemen and 
Djibouti, the UN migration 
agency said Friday. At least 
two people died, and 186 
others were missing.

Two of the boats cap-
sized off Yemen late Thurs-
day, said Tamim Eleian, a 
spokesperson for the In-
ternational Organisation 
for Migration. Two crew-
members were rescued, 
but 181 migrants and five 
Yemeni crewmembers re-
main missing, he told The 
Associated Press.

Two other boats cap-
sized off the tiny African 
nation of Djibouti around 
the same time, he said. Two 
bodies of migrants were re-
covered, and all others on 
board were rescued. 

Despite a nearly dec-
ade-long civil war, Yemen is 
a major route for migrants 
from East Africa and the 
Horn of Africa trying to reach 
Gulf countries for work, with 

hundreds of thousands at-
tempting the route each year. 
To reach Yemen, migrants are 
taken by smugglers on often 
dangerous, overcrowded 
boats across the Red Sea or 
Gulf of Aden. 

The numbers making it to 
Yemen reached 97,200 in 2023 
- triple the number in 2021.

Last year, the number 
dropped to just under 
61,000, probably because 
of greater patrolling of the 
waters, according to an IOM 
report this month. Over the 
past decade, at least 2,082 
migrants have disappeared 
along the route, including 
693 known to have drowned, 
according to the IOM. Some 
380,000 migrants are cur-
rently in Yemen.

Migrant boats capsize 
near Yemen, Djibouti; 
2 dead, 186 missing

Two other boats capsized 
off the tiny African nation 
of Djibouti around the 
same time, he said. Two 
bodies of migrants were 
recovered, and all others 
on board were rescued 

AP, DUBAI:  US President 
Donald Trump sent a letter 
to Iran's Supreme Leader 
Ali Khamenei, seeking a 
new deal with Tehran to re-
strain its rapidly advancing 
nuclear programme and re-
place the one he withdrew 
America from in his first 
term in office.

Iranian state media im-
mediately picked up on 
Trump's acknowledgment, 
given in portions of a Fox 
Business News interview 
aired on Friday, though 
there was no confirmation 
from Khamenei's office 
that any letter had been 
received. The interview is 
expected to air in full on 
Sunday.

It also remained unclear 
just how the 85-year-old su-
preme leader would react, 
given that former President 
Barack Obama had kept his 
letters to Khamenei secret 
ahead of the start of nego-

tiations for Tehran's 2015 
deal with world powers.

Trump's acknowledg-
ment comes as both Israel 
and the United States have 
warned they will never 
let Iran acquire a nuclear 
weapon, leading to fears of 
a military confrontation as 
Tehran enriches uranium 
at near weapons-grade lev-
els - a purity only sought by 
atomic-armed nations.

“I've written them a let-
ter saying, I hope you're 
going to negotiate because 
if we have to go in militar-
ily, it's going to be a terrible 
thing,'" Trump said. He lat-
er added that he had sent 
the letter “yesterday” in 
the interview, which was 

filmed on Thursday.
Trump's outreach comes 

amid tensions
The White House con-

firmed Trump's comments, 
saying that he sent a letter 
to Iran's leaders seeking to 
negotiate a nuclear deal.

“I would rather negoti-
ate a deal. I'm not sure that 
everybody agrees with me, 
but we can make a deal that 
would be just as good as if 
you won militarily," Trump 
added. "But the time is 
happening now. The time 
is coming up. Something's 
going to happen one way or 
the other.”

“I hope you're going to 
negotiate because it's go-
ing to be a lot better for 

Iran and I think they want 
to get that letter," Trump 
said. "The other alternative 
is we have to do something 
because you can't let them 
have a nuclear weapon.”

Iran long has main-
tained its programme is for 
peaceful purposes, even 
as its officials increasing-
ly threaten to pursue the 
bomb as tensions are high 
with the US over its sanc-
tions and with Israel as a 
shaky ceasefire holds in its 
war against Hamas in the 
Gaza Strip.

Since Trump returned to 
the White House, his ad-
ministration has consist-
ently said that Iran must be 
prevented from acquiring 
nuclear weapons. A report 
last month, however, by 
the United Nations' nucle-
ar watchdog said Iran has 
accelerated its production 
of near weapons-grade 
uranium.

Trump says he sent letter to Khamenei over 
country’s advancing nuclear programme

Iran long has maintained its programme is for peaceful 
purposes, even as its officials increasingly threaten to 
pursue the bomb as tensions are high with the US over 
its sanctions and with Israel as a shaky ceasefire holds 
in its war against Hamas in the Gaza Strip

PTI, LATAKIA: Clashes 
between Syrian security 
forces and gunmen loy-
al to former President 
Bashar Assad in the coun-
try's coastal region have 
left more than 70 people 
dead and an area outside 
government control, a war 
monitor said Friday.

Government forces sent 
major reinforcements 
overnight to the cities of 
Latakia and Tartus as well 
as nearby towns and villag-
es that are the heartland of 
the minority Alawite sect 
and a base of support for 
Assad, to try to get the sit-

uation under control, state 
media reported.

The clashes are the 
worst since Assad was 
removed from power in 
early December by insur-
gent groups led by the Is-
lamist Hayat Tahrir al-Sh-
am, or HTS. Since Assad's 
fall, there have been some 
sectarian attacks against 
members of his minority 
Alawite sect. These inci-
dents have occurred de-
spite the fact that officially 
the new authorities have 
said they are against col-
lective punishment or sec-
tarian vengeance.

Clashes in Syria’s coastal region between govt 
forces and Assad loyalists kill more than 70

On Friday morning, large 
numbers of troops were 
deployed in Latakia and 
no civilians were seen in 

the street as a curfew that 
was imposed in the city and 
other coastal areas remains 
in force. 


