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Shiv Sena (UBT) workers 
stage a protest against 
RSS leader Bhaiyyaji 
Joshi on his Marathi 
launguage remarks, in 
Navi Mumbai

Tribals under the banner of 
Kendriya Sarna Samiti take 
part in a protest against 
Jharkhand govt over the 
construction of Siramtoli 
flyover, in Ranchi

Prez Droupadi Murmu 
addresses state civil 
services officers attending 
the 126th Induction 
Training Programme at 
LBSNAA during a meeting, 
in New Delhi 

Jharkhand Guv Santosh 
Gangwar with Ranchi 
University Vice Chancellor 
Ajit Kumar Sinha releases 
a progress report at 
the 38th convocation 
ceremony, in Ranchi

STRENGTH UNSEEN

PTI, NEW DELHI:  Amid 
allegations of a cover-up 
over duplicate voter iden-
tity card numbers, the 
Election Commission (EC) 
on Friday said it will ad-
dress the "decades-long" 
matter in the next three 
months.

The Trinamool Con-
gress (TMC) flagged the 
issue of duplicate voter 
identity card numbers in 
different states and ac-
cused the EC of a cover-up.

TMC MP Saket Gokhale 
said the Election Commis-
sion has finally admitted 
and accepted their guilt 
that duplicate Electoral 
Photo Identity Card (EPIC) 
numbers have been allot-
ted to multiple people.

"This is a scam and an-
swers must be given," he 

posted on X.
In a statement, the poll 

authority said India's 
electoral rolls are the big-
gest database of electors 
across the globe with over 
99 crore registered voters.

"As regards the issue of 
duplicate Electoral Photo 
Identity Card numbers, 
the Commission has al-
ready taken cognisance 
of the matter. Irrespective 
of an EPIC number, an 
elector who is linked to 
the electoral roll of a par-
ticular polling station can 
cast his vote at that polling 
station only and nowhere 
else," it asserted.

The poll authority said 
it has now decided to 
resolve this "long-pend-
ing issue" after detailed 
discussions within the 

technical teams and con-
cerned state chief elec-
toral officers in the next 
three months by ensuring 
a "unique national EPIC 
number" to the existing 
electors having a dupli-
cate EPIC number. The 
new system will be appli-
cable for future electors as 
well, it added.

Explaining the procedure 
related to the updation of 
electoral rolls, the EC said 
at every booth, political 
parties also have the right 
to appoint booth-level 
agents (BLAs) who have a 
right to verify the electoral 
roll of the concerned booth 
and raise a complaint for 
the anomaly, if any.

If any person has any 
objection, he has the op-
tion to file the first appeal 

to the district magistrate 
or district election officer 
under section 24(a) of the 
Representation of the Peo-
ple (RP) Act, 1950.

If the person is not sat-
isfied with the decision of 
the first appellate authori-
ty, a second appeal to the 
Chief Electoral Officer of 
the concerned state or Un-
ion Territory (UT) under 
section 24(b) of the RP Act 
can be filed.

Data shared by the poll 
authority showed that 
across the country, 89 
first-level appeals and one 
second-level appeal were 
made in Maharashtra and 
no other state.

EC functionaries 
pointed out that no ap-
peals were filed in West 
Bengal.

EC to resolve decades-long 
duplicate voter ID issue in 3 months PTI, NEW DELHI: India on 

Friday pressed the UK to take 
action against the pro-Khal-
istan elements involved in the 
breach of External Affairs Min-
ister S Jaishankar's security in 
London and said the incident 
showed the "licence" accorded 
to such forces as well as "indif-
ference" to their "intimidation 
and threats".

India demands action against those involved 
in Jaishankar’s security breach in London

A pro-Khalistani protest-
er attempted to break bar-
ricades while some others 
were shouting anti-India 
slogans as Jaishankar was 
leaving the Chatham 

House after concluding an 
interactive session at the 
institute on Wednesday 
evening.

External Affairs Minis-
try spokesperson Randhir 

Jaiswal suggested that the 
sincerity of the British au-
thorities over the incident 
would be measured on the 
action they take against the 
culprits involved.

Women labourers work at a brick kiln on the eve of the International Women's Day, in Patna, Bihar

PTI, NEW DELHI:  The 
BJP is pursuing "revenge 
politics" against the 
southern states through 
the proposed delimitation 
exercise, Telangana Chief 
Minister Revanth Red-
dy alleged on Friday and 
urged the Centre to con-
vene an all-party meeting 
to discuss the issue.

Speaking at the India 
Today Conclave in the na-
tional capital, he claimed 
that the BJP wanted to re-
duce south India's parlia-
mentary representation 
through the delimitation 
of parliamentary seats, 
which would adjust con-
stituencies based on pop-
ulation.

"The BJP has no rep-
resentation in the south. 
Therefore, it is taking re-
venge through delimita-

tion. The BJP wants to fin-
ish the south through this 
exercise that will benefit 
only the northern states," 
the Congress leader said.

Calling it a political is-
sue requiring broader 
consultation, Reddy said, 
"An all-party meeting 
should be called to discuss 
the matter in detail. Not 
only the southern states 
but others like Punjab can 
express their views."

He argued that the 
southern states should 
not be penalised for suc-
cessfully implementing 
population control meas-

ures, adding that the de-
limitation exercise would 
disproportionately bene-
fit states such as Bihar and 
Uttar Pradesh.

Echoing his Tamil Nadu 
counterpart MK Stalin, the 
Telangana chief minister 
said the delimitation ex-
ercise should be based on 
the 1971 Census.

"Family planning imple-
mentation was the Cen-
tre's plan. What it said, we 
implemented. Let the Cen-
tre freeze delimitation for 
the next 30 years and see 
the growth in population 
of the southern states," 

Reddy said.
He explained that if Ut-

tar Pradesh's parliamen-
tary seats were increased 
on a pro-rata basis by 50 
per cent, it would have 120 
seats. "For Tamil Nadu, the 
number of seats will stand 
to be 60 if increased on a 
pro-rata basis. The differ-
ence will be 60 seats."

Uttar Pradesh current-
ly has 80 seats in the Lok 
Sabha while Tamil Nadu 
has 39.

Reddy's remarks 
come at a time Stalin has 
ramped up his criticism 
of the Centre on the pro-
posed exercise.

On Friday, Stalin wrote 
to chief ministers of seven 
states, including Reddy, to 
form a joint action com-
mittee against the delimi-
tation exercise.

Telangana CM slams BJP for revenge politics, 
seeks all-party meet on delimitation

PTI, NEW DELHI:  A 
2011-batch Indian For-
eign Services officer end-
ed his life by jumping 
from the fourth floor of a 
residential building in the 
Chanakyapuri area here 
on Friday, and no foul play 
is suspected, police said.

According to police, the 
officer -- Jitendra Rawat, 
42 -- is survived by his 
wife, two sons, aged eight 
and 13 years, mother and 
father. He was a director 
at the Overseas Employ-
ments and Protectorate 
General of Emigrants in 
the Ministry of External 
Affairs, they said. He has 
also served at the Indian 
embassies in Belgium, My-
anmar and Japan.

A senior police officer 
said Rawat, a native of Deh-
radun in Uttarakhand, was 

undergoing treatment for 
depression. His 70-year-
old mother was staying 
with him in his house at 
the MEA Residential Com-
plex near the Bangladesh 
High Commission.

"He was staying on the 
first floor. At around 6 am 
on Friday, he went to the 
fourth floor of the build-
ing and jumped. We have 
not recovered any suicide 
note from the spot," the 
officer said.

Police received a PCR 

call about the incident at 
6.20 am from the security 
guard of the residential 
complex. The officer was 
taken to a hospital, where 
he was declared dead.

Police said they would 
talk to Rawat's family 
members and neighbours 
to ascertain the reason 
that forced him to take 
such an extreme step.

Rawat got married in 
2009, and his wife and 
children are staying in 
Dehradun, police said.

"Rawat's body was 
handed over to the fam-
ily at 4.30 pm after the 
postmortem at the RML 
Hospital," another police 
officer said, adding that 
the family members were 
living in Dehradun be-
cause his children were 
studying there.

"The officer had no 
family dispute and had 
been battling depres-
sion since he came back 
from his posting in Bel-
gium 10 months ago. 
Rawat has been residing 
in Delhi since then," the 
officer said.

Rawat's father is a 
retired government of-
ficial and was staying 
with his daughter-in-
law and grandchildren 
in Dehradun.

Police also said that 
when Rawat was posted in 
Belgium, his wife was with 
him there.

A witness said he was 
outside the building 
complex when he heard 
a loud noise. "We rushed 
inside and saw the of-
ficer's body lying on the 
ground," he said.

IFS officer battling depression ends life by 
jumping from building in Delhi

Police received a PCR 
call about the incident 
at 6.20 am from the 
security guard of the 
residential complex. The 
officer was taken to a 
hospital, where he was 
declared dead

Speaking at the India Today Conclave in the national 
capital, he claimed that the BJP wanted to reduce 
south India's parliamentary representation through 
the delimitation of parliamentary seats, which would 
adjust constituencies based on population

PTI

I, Smt. Anandi Wife of No. 
2775738X Ex. Nk Lushte Anant 
Krishna Resident  of Village Haldiche 
Nerur, Po-Dukanwad, Tehsil Kudal, 
Dist- Sindhudurg have changed 
my name from Anandi to Anandi 
Anant Lushte and Correct date of 
birth is 13/06/1963 vide affidavit no 
29269/2025 dated 24/2/2025 before 
Executive Magistrate Kudal.

ChANgE IN NAmE

sd/- Anandi Anant Lushte
Post - Dukanwad, Tehsil Kudal, 

Dist- Sindhudurg

Change In name
I, No. 2795264h ex. nk 

Dhuri Sundar Fatu Resident of 
VPO- Sherle, Tehsil Sawantwadi, 
Dist- Sindhudurg have changed 
my son name from Subham 
to Shubham Sundar Dhuri 
vide affidavit no- MAG/SR/
CSC/BANDA dated 24/02/2025 
before Executive Magistrate 
Sawantwadi.

sd/- Dhuri Sundar Fatu
Post - Sherle, Tehsil 

Sawantwadi, Dist- Sindhudurg


