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RJD, Congress and CPI 
(ML) legislators stage a 
protest against the Bihar 
govt during the Budget 
session of the state 
Assembly, in Patna

Police use water cannon 
to disperse members of 
Kerala Students Union 
(KSU) during their protest 
demanding govt action 
against alleged drug mafia 
in Kerala, in Kochi 

Himachal Road Transport 
Corporation (HRTC) 
drivers and conductors 
raise slogans during a 
protest over pending 
overtime dues, in Shimla

Family members of the 
deceased mourn after 
a collision between an 
e-rickshaw and a lorry, 
in Malda district of 
West Bengal

PTI, NEW DELHI:  The Su-
preme Court on Thursday 
said courts were not expected 
to keep the matters concern-
ing liberty after a long gap.

A bench of Justices B 
R Gavai and Augustine 
George Masih made the 
observation after being in-
formed that the Punjab and 
Haryana High Court posted 
the hearing of a plea for 
temporary bail on medical 
grounds after two months.

The petitioner's counsel 
said he had approached 
the high court for the grant 
of temporary bail on the 
ground that her client's 
two-year-old daughter 
needed urgent surgery.

The lawyer argued the 
high court, in its order 
passed on February 21, post-
ed the matter on April 22.

"In the matters of liberty, 
the courts are not expected 
to keep the matter at such 
a long date," the bench said 
and permitted the petition-
er to move the high court 
for an earlier hearing.

The bench asked the high 
court to advance the date 

and hear the issue at least 
with regard to grant of tem-
porary bail on the medical 
ground of operation of the 
petitioner's daughter.

The petitioner's counsel 
said he had already filed an 
application before the high 
court, where his regular 
bail was pending, for the 
advancement of the hear-
ing but it was dismissed.

"Now, with this observa-
tion, do you think that the 
high court will reject it?" 
Justice Gavai asked.

The bench said if it would 

issue notice on the plea, 
the respondent would seek 
time to respond to it and the 
matter might get delayed.

In the high court, said the 
court, the matter could be 
taken up expeditiously.

"We expect the high 
courts to at least give some 
weightage to our request," 
Justice Gavai observed.

The counsel said the 
petitioner sought interim 
bail before the high court 
but the matter was kept 
for hearing along with the 
main petition in April.

SC disapproves long 
dates in matters of liberty

COURTS MUST NOT HESITATE IN REFUSING LIBERTY 
TO ENSURE CORRUPTION FREE SOCIETY: SC

PTI, NEW DELHI:  The Supreme Court has said courts 
should not hesitate in denying liberty to the accused for 
ensuring a corruption free society. A bench of Justices 
J B Pardiwala and R Mahadevan accordingly upheld 
the dismissal of a public official's anticipatory bail in a 
corruption case. The court lamented corruption had in 
it "very dangerous potentialities". Further, it opined an 
"over solicitous homage to the accused's liberty can, 
sometimes, defeat the cause of public justice". The top 
court was hearing the plea of a public servant against 
an order of the Punjab and Haryana High Court denying 
him the relief.

PTI, NEW DELHI:  The 
Supreme Court on 
Thursday said it would 
in April decide if its 
2022 verdict upholding 
the Enforcement Direc-
torate's powers to ar-
rest and attach property 
under the Prevention of 
Money Laundering Act 
needs reconsideration.

A bench of Justic-
es Surya Kant and N 
Kotiswar Singh said 
a three-judge bench 
was supposed to hear 
the matter and it was 
wrongly listed before it.

Solicitor general 
Tushar Mehta, ap-
pearing for the Centre, 
agreed with the bench 
and asked it to post the 
hearing in April late or 
May first week. Senior 
advocate Kapil Sibal, ap-
pearing for the petition-
er, said the matter ought 
to be heard expeditiously 
by a three-judge bench.

"We will give you a 
specific date but this 
matter will not be heard 
before April end," Jus-
tice Surya Kant said.

SC to reconsider 
verdict 

upholding ED 
powers in April

PTI, NEW DELHI:  Days 
after they were exe-
cuted, two Indian na-
tionals - Shahjadi Khan 
and Muhammed Rinash 
Arangilottu - were buried 
in the United Arab Emir-
ates (UAE) in presence of 
their family members.

According to the Min-
istry of External Affairs 
(MEA), Shahjadi and 
Arangilottu were buried 
following regulations of 
the UAE.

Thirty-year-old Shahja-

di, a caregiver from Uttar 
Pradesh's Banda district, 
was executed last month, 
months after a court found 
her guilty of allegedly 
murdering a four-month-
old child.

Rinash, who hailed from 
Kannur in Kerala, was 
handed death sentence for 
allegedly killing a UAE na-
tional and was executed a 
few weeks ago.

"Burial of Shahjadi 
Khan, an Indian nation-
al, was conducted today 

Two Indians buried in UAE days 
after execution, families present

in Abu Dhabi as per 
regulations of the UAE 
authorities," the MEA 
said.

"Prior to her burial, the 
authorised representa-
tives of Shahjadi's family 
paid respect to the mortal 
remains. They also attend-
ed the funeral prayers at 
the mosque as well as the 
burial at the Baniyas cem-
etery," it said.

PTI, MUMBAI:  Mahar-
ashtra was engulfed in a 
political controversy on 
Thursday following con-
tentious remarks made 
by an RSS leader regard-
ing the Marathi language 
with opposition seeking 
criminal action against 
him, while the BJP-led 
state government sought 
to downplay the situation.

Senior Rashtriya Sway-
amsevak Sangh (RSS) 
leader Suresh Bhaiyyaji 
Joshi's remarks that a 
"person coming to Mum-
bai may not necessarily 
learn Marathi" led to pro-
tests by opposition parties 
and the issue also rocked 
the state legislature which 
is having its budget ses-
sion in Mumbai.

Even as Joshi sought to 
put a lid on the raging row 
by saying his remarks, 
made at an event in 
Mumbai's Ghatkopar on 
Wednesday, were miscon-
strued, and that Marathi is 
the language of Mumbai 
and Maharashtra, the op-
position Shiv Sena (UBT) 
demanded that he be 
booked for treason.

Chief Minister Deven-
dra Fadnavis, without di-
rectly commenting on the 
controversial remarks, 

asserted in the assem-
bly that Marathi is the 
language of Mumbai and 
Maharashtra, and any-
one who lives in the state 
should learn and speak it.

The RSS functionary's 
remarks came at a time 
when the BJP-led Cen-
tre and the DMK-head-
ed government in Tamil 
Nadu are locked in a bit-
ter war of words over the 
three-language formula 
under the National Edu-
cation Policy (NEP).

Fadnavis's statement 
came after Shiv Sena 
(UBT) MLA Bhaskar 
Jadhav said the BJP-led 
Mahayuti government 
should clarify its stand 
on Joshi's comments.

The CM said, "I haven't 
heard what Bhaiyyaji 
said, but the language of 
Mumbai and Maharash-
tra is Marathi. Everyone 
should learn Marathi and 
should speak the lan-
guage."

Fadnavis affirmed his 
government respects 
other languages as well.

"If you love and re-
spect your own lan-
guage, you do the same 
to other languages. I am 
sure Bhaiyyaji will agree 
with me," Fadnavis said.

RSS leader’s Marathi remark 
sparks Row, Shiv Sena (UBT) 

wants treason case

PTI, NEW DELHI:  Ice could be 
present at more locations right 
beneath the Moon's surface at the 
poles than previously thought, 
a study of data collected by the 
Chandrayaan-3 mission has sug-
gested.

Large, yet highly local, chang-
es in surface temperatures can 
directly affect the forming of ice, 
and looking into these ice parti-
cles can reveal "different stories 
about their origin and histo-
ry", lead author, Durga Prasad 
Karanam, Faculty, Physical Re-
search Laboratory, Ahmedabad 
told PTI.

This can also tell us about 
how ice accumulated and moved 
through the Moon's surface over 
time, which can provide insights 
into the natural satellite's early 
geologic processes, he said. The 
findings are published in the 
journal Communications Earth 
and Environment.

The Chandrayaan-3 mission, 
launched by the Indian Space 
Research Organisation (ISRO) 
from Bengaluru, achieved a soft 
landing near the Moon's south 
pole on August 23, 2023. The 
landing site was named the 'Shiv 
Shakti Point' three days later on 
August 26.

Chandrayaan-3 
data suggests 

lunar ice may be 
more widespread


