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PTI, CHENNAI: Stepping up the 
pressure on Centre, Tamil Nadu 
Chief Minister M K Stalin on 
Wednesday proposed that the 
1971 Census be the basis for de-
limitation of Parliamentary con-
stituencies for 30 years starting 
2026 and favoured a Joint Ac-
tion Committee (JAC) involving 
all southern states to press for 
related demands.

 At an all-party meeting on 
delimitation here that was at-
tended by main opposition 
AIADMK among others, Stalin, 
moving a resolution, said that 
in the event of increase in the 
number of seats in Parliament, 
the 1971 Census should be the 
basis for it and that appropri-
ate Constitutional amendment 
should be done.

BJP state unit chief K An-
namalai wondered what was 
the ruling DMK's compulsion 
to hold the all-party meeting, 
boycotted by the saffron or-
ganisation, saying the Centre 
has clarified no state would be 
affected due to delimitation.

Stalin also asserted that the 
1971 population data should 
be the basis for delimitation of 
LS seats for 30 years from 2026 
and Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi should make an assurance 
in the Parliament.

The JAC is to take forward such 
demands and create awareness 
among the people and the meet 
unanimously opposed delimi-
tation exercise based on popu-
lation, which will be a "threat 
to federalism and the rights of 
southern states to political rep-

resentation." Tamil Nadu's pres-
ent representational percentage 
in Parliament, which is 7.18, 
should not be changed under 
any circumstances.

Resolutions, supported by 
parties including the Edap-
padi K Palaniswami-led AI-
ADMK, were passed in the 
meeting to urge the Centre to 
accept the demands of Tamil 
Nadu on the issue. One of the 
key points underscored in the 
meeting was that there shall 
not be any reduction in the 
number of LS seats.

The meet underscored that 
Tamil Nadu is not against delim-
itation of Parliamentary constit-
uencies. However, the proposed 
exercise must not become a pun-
ishment for implementing well 
the socio-economic welfare meas-
ures during the past 50 years.

The Centre declined to heed 

to the voice of the state, which 
has 39 Lok Sabha MPs. In case 
this number was reduced, it 
would become a big injustice 
for the state.

The CM said that the all-par-
ty meeting is for understanding 
that the state has been pushed 
to a corner on the issue of de-
limitation, thereby prompting it 
to take up a struggle movement 
to secure its rights. "The delimi-
tation sword is hanging over the 
head of south India and Tamil 
Nadu will be severely affected," 
Stalin alleged.

The AIADMK, the Congress and 
Left parties, actor-politician Vi-
jay's TVK, Makkal Needhi Maiam 
(MNM) founder Kamal Haas-
an among others attended the 
meeting which was boycotted by 
the BJP, Tamil nationalist Naam 
Tamilar Katchi (NTK) and former 
union minister GK Vasan's Tamil 

LS delimitation: Stalin moots 
Joint Action Committee of MPs

Tamil Nadu Deputy Chief Minister Udhayanidhi Stalin with Ministers K 
N Nehru and Thangam Thennarasu before an all-party meeting at the 
Secretariat in Chennai, on  Wednesday

PTI, GUWAHATI: The 
Assam government on 
Wednesday said that at 
least 263 illegal rat-hole 
coal mines have been de-
tected in the central part 
of the state under the ju-
risdiction of two autono-
mous councils.

The government also in-
formed the assembly that 
it has seized over 25,630 
tonnes of illegal coal in the 
last three years.

In a written reply to a 
query from Independent 
MLA Akhil Gogoi, Mines 
and Minerals Minister 
Kaushik Rai said that 248 
rat-hole mines have been 
found in North Cachar 
Hills Autonomous Coun-
cil (NCHAC), comprising 
Dima Hasao district.

In Karbi Anglong Au-
tonomous Council, com-
prising East Karbi An-
glong and West Karbi 
Anglong districts, 15 such 
rat-hole mines have been 
found, he added.

The National Green Tri-
bunal (NGT) had banned 
rat-hole mining in 2014. 
However, coal is still ex-
tracted through this dan-
gerous method in the 
Northeast.

Rai further said that 
coal is extracted in Di-

brugarh, Tinsukia and 
Charaideo districts as 
well, but did not share de-
tails of rat-hole mining in 
those areas.

Responding to another 
question from Congress 
MLA Jakir Hussain Sikdar, 
Rai said there are sev-
en coal fields in Assam 
across Tinsukia, Dima 
Hasao and Karbi Anglong 
districts.

Tirap Coal Grant, Le-
khapani-Tipongpani, Le-
do-Borgaloi, Ledo OCP 
and Namdang Coal Grant 
are in Tinsukia, while 
AMDC (Garampani Coal 
Extraction Project) and 
Koilajan are located in 
Dima Hasao and Karbi 
Anglong respectively, he 
added.

"Out of these, permis-
sion is there for only Le-
do-Borgaloi at present," 
the minister said without 
elaborating.

At least nine labourers 
were trapped inside the 
illegal 3-Kilo Coal Quar-
ry in Umrangso area on 
January 6 after a sudden 
gush of water flooded 
the site. Partially decom-
posed bodies of all min-
ers were retrieved after 
several days from the rat-
hole mine.

263 illegal rat-hole 
coal mines detected 
in Assam: Minister

PTI, MUMBAI: Opposition 
parties in Maharashtra on 
Wednesday demanded the 
resignation of BJP minis-
ter Jaykumar Gore over 
allegations of harassing a 
woman and sending ob-
jectionable photos to her, 
while he dismissed the 
charges and asserted that 
he was already acquitted 
by the court.

 Gore, who represents 
the Man assembly constit-
uency in western Mahar-
ashtra's Satara district, is 
Minister of Rural Devel-
opment and Panchayati 
Raj. Gore was earlier with 
the Congress and joined 
the BJP in 2019. 

In January 2017, he had 

been arrested for sending 
lewd messages and his 
own objectionable photos 
to a woman in Satara. 

Amid the allegations 
against him, Gore warned 
of moving a notice of 
breach of privilege against 
those who raised the issue 
again, and said he would 
also file a defamation com-
plaint against them.

The demand for his 
resignation came a day af-
ter NCP leader Dhananjay 
Munde stepped down as 
a minister in the wake of 
the arrest of his close aide 
Walmik Karad in an ex-
tortion case linked to the 
murder of sarpanch San-
tosh Deshmukh in Beed in 
December last year.

Opposition parties tar-
geted Gore over the al-
legations and sought his 
resignation. 

Maha: Oppn seeks 
Gore’s resignation 

SEXUAL 
HARASSMENT 

Maanila Congress (Moopanar).
The ruling DMK has been 

staunchly opposing the delimita-
tion exercise, with party president 
and chief minister Stalin claiming it 

will lead to reduced LS seats in TN. 
He has wondered whether the state 
was being punished for effective 
implementation of population con-
trol measures over the years. 


