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Delhi Minister Parvesh 
Sahib Singh Verma takes a 
boat ride during inspection 
of the cleanliness efforts at 
Yamuna ghats, in  
New Delhi

VP Jagdeep Dhankhar with 
his wife Sudesh Dhankhar 
being welcomed by 
Haryana Minister Ranbir 
Gangwa upon their arrival 
in Sirsa, Haryana

Maharashtra CM Devendra 
Fadnavis with CEO of 
Hindustan Coca-Cola 
Beverages Juan Pablo 
Rodriguez during a 
meeting, in Mumbai

BJP leader and founder of the 
Alliance for Global Good - 
Gender Equity and Equality Smriti 
Irani with Lalit Bhasin, former 
prez of Indo-American Chamber 
of Commerce, in New Delhi

PTI, CHANDIGARH: Pun-
jab Police thwarted farm-
ers' attempt to go to Chan-
digarh on the Samyukta 
Kisan Morcha's call for a 
week-long dharna begin-
ning Wednesday, as mul-
tiple checkpoints were set 
up across the state and 
security stepped up at all 
entry points of the Union 
Territory.

The SKM, a conglom-
erate of more than 30 
farmer bodies, had given 
the call for the sit-in in 
Chandigarh in support of 
farmers' various demands 
including purchase of six 
crops at minimum sup-
port price by the state 
government. 

Farmers, who left 
for Chandigarh in trac-
tor-trolleys and other 
vehicles on Wednesday 
morning, were stopped by 
the Punjab Police at many 
places on the highways 
and other roads.

The SKM strongly con-
demned the AAP govern-
ment for preventing farm-

ers from going to the UT 
for raising their voice in 
support of their demands.

SKM leaders claimed 
many farmers were de-
tained by police when they 
were on their way to Chan-
digarh while several others 
started holding protests 
where they were stopped.

Dy Inspector General of 
Police (Ropar Range) Har-
charan Singh Bhullar said 
the protesting farmers 
would not be allowed to 
reach Chandigarh at any 
cost.

"Wherever any farmer 
came out (on roads), po-
lice of that area stopped 
them there itself. They 

were sitting there peace-
fully," Bhullar said.

He said the situation in 
Punjab is totally peaceful.

The DIG said some 
farmers have been round-
ed up, adding that there 
was good coordination 
between Punjab Police 
and Chandigarh Police.

According to farmers, 
SKM leader Joginder Sin-
gh Ugrahan was detained 
in Sangrur.

In Sangrur's Gharachon 
area, heavy police person-
nel were deployed to pre-
vent farmers from heading 
to Chandigarh. Barricades 
were put up and sand lad-
en trucks were also parked 

Punjab police stops farmers 
from going to Chandigarh

Security personnel keep vigil in view of farmers’ protest, in 
Chandigarh, on Wednesday

to stop farmers from going to 
Chandigarh.

In Moga, Krantikari Kisan 
Union district president 
Jatinder Singh said they 
were stopped at Ajitwal 
by police when they were 
going to Chandigarh. He 
claimed some of them were 
detained by police.

The protesters also raised 
slogans against the Bhag-
want Mann government for 
not allowing them to go to 
Chandigarh.

SKM 
PROTEST
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PANJIM: Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi inaugu-
rated Vantara, an animal 
rescue, conservation, 
and rehabilitation cen-
tre in Jamnagar, Gujarat, 
where he fed a variety of 
rescued animals.

He explored the facili-
ties at the centre, includ-
ing the wildlife hospital 
equipped with MRI, CT 
scan, and ICU services, 
which aimed at provid-
ing advanced medical 
care to rescued animals.

The PM engaged with 
Asiatic Lion cubs, a White 
Lion cub, a Clouded 
Leopard cub, and Caracal 
cubs. A video shared on 
his YouTube handle cap-
tured moments of the PM 
feeding these animals.

The White Lion cub he 
fed was born at the cen-
tre after its mother was 
rescued, while the Cara-
cals, now a rare species, 
are being bred at Vantara 
under a captive breed-
ing programme for their 
release into the wild in 
future.

During his visit to the 
MRI room, Modi ob-
served an Asiatic Lion 
undergoing an MRI scan. 
In the operation theatre, 
he witnessed a life-sav-
ing surgery on a Leop-
ard that had been hit by 

a vehicle and brought to 
the centre for treatment. 
Some of the major con-
servation projects at the 
centre focus on Asiatic 
Lion, Snow Leopard, and 
One-Horned Rhinoceros.

The PM also interacted 
with a Golden Tiger and 
four Snow Tigers, res-
cued from a circus.

His encounters extend-
ed to a diverse range of 
animals, including Chim-
panzees rescued from 
the pet trade, an Okapi, 
an Orangutan from an 
overcrowded facility, a 
Hippopotamus, croc-
odiles, and Zebras. He 
also fed a Giraffe and an 
orphaned One-Horned 
Rhino calf, whose moth-
er had died at the facility.

The PM saw some of 
the rarest species, in-
cluding a two-headed 
snake, a two-headed 
turtle, a Tapir, Leopard 
cubs rescued from ag-
ricultural fields, Giant 

PM inaugurates animal rescue 
facility Vantara in Gujarat

PM Modi feeding a lion cub 
at Vantara

Otters, Bongos, Seals, and 
Elephants enjoying a spe-
cialised jacuzzi therapy. The 
hydrotherapy pools at the 
centre aid elephants suffer-
ing from arthritis and foot 
problems, improving their 
mobility and overall health.

The PM also released res-
cued parrots back into their 
natural habitat. He engaged 
with veterinarians and staff, 
recognising their dedication 
to managing and operating 
the expansive facility.

PTI, NAGARKURNOOL (TELANGANA): 
A team from a robotics company went in-
side the partially collapsed SLBC tunnel, 
where eight people have been trapped 
for the last 12 days, as the state govern-
ment is exploring the possibility of using 
robos in the rescue operation, officials 
said on Wednesday.

The scientists of the National Centre of 
Seismology, Delhi, have also gone inside 
the tunnel, along with rescue teams, to 
carry out seismic related studies, they 
said.

The team from the Hyderabad-based 
robotics company examined whether a 
robo can go deep inside the tunnel and 
whether it can work there as humidity is 
high, a senior official told PTI.

"On Tuesday (March 4), the team ex-
plored the area. They will get back to us," 
he said.

The team would inform whether robos 
can work or not, he added.

Secondly, robos can conduct the initial 
recce when project-related work in the 
tunnel resumes in the future, to ensure 
structural stability of rocks, he said.

Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy, who 
visited the tunnel on March 2, suggested 
to the officials leading the rescue oper-
ation to use robots inside the tunnel if 
necessary, to avoid any danger to the res-
cue personnel.

The rescue operation continued at a 
brisk pace on Wednesday, with excava-
tion being carried out at locations sug-
gested by scientists to look for human 
presence.

The drilling is being carried out at 
other locations based on inputs from 
scientists at the National Geophysical 
Research Institute (NGRI) in Hyderabad, 
who used Ground Penetrating Radar to 
detect human presence, officials said.

However, tough conditions inside the 
tunnel, including muck and water, have 
posed challenges for the rescue person-
nel.

Earlier inspections at other locations 
identified by the scientists did not reveal 
any signs of human presence.

The services of a sniffer dog of NDRF 
have also been used for selecting the area 
to be taken up for digging.

Tunnel collapse: Authorities 
exploring deployment of robots


