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AP, MEXICO CITY:  Mexico 
President Claudia Shein-
baum said Tuesday that 
Mexico will respond to 25% 
tariffs imposed by the Unit-
ed States with its own retal-
iatory tariffs on US goods.

Sheinbaum said she will 
announce the products 
Mexico will target on Sun-
day in a public event in 
Mexico City's central plaza, 
perhaps indicating Mexico 
still hopes to de-escalate 
the trade war set off by US 
President Donald Trump.

Unlike China and Canada, 
Mexico decided to wait un-
til Sunday, though the coun-
try has said since January 
that it had a plan ready for 
precisely this scenario.

Canada said it would slap 
tariffs on more than $100 
billion of American goods 

over the course of 21 days. 
Sheinbaum said Tuesday 

that there is no reason for 
penalties on some of the 
largest trading partners for 
the US. 

“There is no motive or 
reason, nor justification 
that supports this decision 
that will affect our people 
and our nations,” she said.

The tariffs that had been 
threatened by President 
Donald Trump's against 
Canada and Mexico went 
into effect Tuesday ratch-
eting up the risk of retalia-
tions from the United States' 
North American allies.

Starting just past mid-
night, imports from Canada 
and Mexico are now to be 
taxed at 25%, with Canadi-
an energy products subject 
to 10% import duties. 

Sheinbaum rejected the 
“fact sheet” published by the 
White House Monday that 
repeated the accusation that 
Mexican drug traffickers 
persist because “an intoler-
able relationship with the 
government Mexico.”

Mexico's president called 
it “offensive, defamatory 
and without support” and 
then listed the achieve-
ments of her young admin-
istration against Mexico's 
powerful drug cartels, in-
cluding seizing more than 
a ton of fentanyl and dis-
mantling 329 methamphet-
amine labs. She also noted 
that Mexico had sent 29 
drug cartel figures request-
ed by the United States to 
that country last week.

“We collaborate to avoid 
illegal drug trafficking to the 

United States, but as we have 
said on multiple occasions, 
that country's government 
must take responsibility too 
for the crisis of opioid con-
sumption that has caused so 
many deaths in the United 
States,” Sheinbaum said.

Mexico's president add-
ed that the tariffs Mexico 
will respond with are “not 
in any way or with the pur-
pose of starting an econom-
ic or commercial confronta-
tion that unfortunately and 
regrettably is the opposite 
of what we must be doing.”

In reaction to tariffs on Chi-
na, Beijing announced addi-
tional tariffs of up to 15% on 
imports of key US farm prod-
ucts, including chicken, pork, 
soy and beef, and expanded 
controls on doing business 
with key US companies.

Mexico joins trade war, 
imposes tariffs on US

AP, CAPE CANAVERAL 
(US):  NASA's two stuck 
astronauts - Butch Wil-
more and Sunita Williams 
- are just a few weeks away 
from finally returning to 
Earth after nine months in 
space.

Wilmore and Williams 
have to wait until their 
replacements arrive at 
the International Space 
Station next week before 
they can check out later 
this month.

They'll be joined on their 
SpaceX ride home by two 
astronauts who launched 
by themselves in Septem-
ber alongside two empty 
seats.

Speaking from the 
space station on Tuesday, 
Williams said the hardest 
part about the unexpect-
ed extended stay was 
the wait by their families 
back home.

“It's been a roller coaster 
for them, probably a little 
more so than for us," she 
said.

Wilmore and Williams 
expected to be gone 
just a week or so when 
they launched last June 
aboard Boeing's new 
Starliner capsule, mak-
ing its crew debut after 
years of delay. The Star-
liner had so many prob-
lems getting to the space 
station that NASA ruled 
it too dangerous to carry 
anyone and it flew back 
empty.

Their homecoming 
was further delayed by 
extra completion time 
needed for the brand 
new SpaceX capsule 
that was supposed to 

NASA astronauts nearing return 
after 9 months stranded in space

PTI, IMPHAL: The CO-
COMI, an umbrella body 
of several Imphal-based 
civil society organisa-
tions of the Meiteis, on 
Tuesday demanded legal 
action against a key Kuki 
organisation for defying 
Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah's call for free 
movement of all people 
across Manipur from 
March 8.

The COCOMI's de-
mand came a day after 
the Committee on Tribal 
Unity (COTU) said that 
free movement as an-
nounced by Shah would 
not be allowed in Kuki Zo 
inhabited areas, and as-
serted that the demand 
for a Union Territory 
with Legislature for the 
community is “not nego-
tiable”.

The Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah on 
March 1 directed secu-
rity forces to ensure free 
movement of people on 
all routes in Manipur 
from March 8 and also 
called for strict action 
against those creating 
obstructions.

The order bears signif-
icance as travel through 
the areas inhabited by 
Imphal valley-based 
Meiteis and neighbour-
ing hills-based Kukis 
was totally prohibited 
since ethnic violence 
broke out between the 
two communities in May 
2023. The violence left 
over 250 people killed 
and thousands homeless 
since then.

Meitei body 
demands action 

against Kuki group 
over Shah’s order deliver their replace-

ments.
Last month, NASA an-

nounced the next crew 
would launch in a used 
capsule instead, push-
ing up liftoff to March 
12. The two crews will 
spend about a week to-
gether aboard the space 
station before Wilmore 
and Williams depart 
with NASA's Nick Hague 

and the Russian Space 
Agency's Alexander Gor-
bunov.

Wilmore and Williams 
- retired Navy captains 
and repeat space fliers 
- have insisted over the 
months that they are 
healthy and committed 
to the mission as long 
as it takes. They took a 
spacewalk together in 
January.


