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AP, MEXICO CITY: Mexico 
President Claudia Shein-
baum said Monday that her 
administration is waiting 
to see if US President Don-
ald Trump makes good on 
his threat to impose 25% 
tariffs on Mexican imports.

Her Cabinet secretaries 
for security and trade among 
others have been in constant 
communication with their 
US counterparts and she 
said there was still the possi-
bility she and Trump would 
speak Monday.

Trump had threatened to 
impose tariffs in February 
before suspending them 
at the last minute, when 
Mexico sent 10,000 Na-
tional Guard troops to their 
shared border to crack 
down on drug trafficking 
and illegal immigration. 

“It's a decision that de-
pends on the United States 
government, on the United 
States president,” Shein-
baum said. “So whatever his 
decision is, we will make our 
decisions and there is a plan 
and there is unity in Mexico.”

Mexico believes it has 
made a strong case. The 
number of migrants arriv-
ing at the US border is the 
lowest it has been in years.

Last week, Mexico sent 
29 drug cartel figures, in-
cluding the man involved 
in the 1985 killing of a DEA 
agent, to the United States.

Security forces have dis-
mantled more than 100 
synthetic drug labs in Si-
naloa, and systematically 
weakened the two main 
factions of the cartel by the 
same name.

PTI, KATHMANDU:  Nep-
alese Foreign Minister 
Arzu Rana Deuba Monday 
met the parents of Prakriti 
Lamsal and assured them 
that the government is 
making every possible ef-
fort to ensure justice.

Prakriti, a third-year B 
Tech (Computer Science) 
student at Kalinga Institute 
of Industrial Technology 
(KIIT) in Odisha, was found 
dead in her hostel room last 
month, leading to unrest on 
the campus. 

She allegedly died by 
suicide under circum-
stances that her fami-
ly and authorities are 
currently scrutinising. 
Around 1,000 Nepalese 

students are studying at 
KIIT, Odisha.

Foreign Minister Deuba 
and Home Minister Ramesh 
Lekhak visited the home of 
the parents of Prakriti in 
Bhairahawa to extend con-
dolences, according to the 
Foreign Minister's secre-
tariat.

Rana assured Prakriti's 
family that the Nepali gov-
ernment is making every 
possible effort to ensure 
justice.

She said that her minis-

try took the diplomatic ini-
tiative to find out the facts 
relating to the death of 
Prakriti and to punish the 
culprits.

Prakriti will get justice, 
the minister added. 

She also recalled her 
telephone conversation 
with Odisha Chief Minister 
Mohan Charan Majh. She 
urged him to punish the 
culprit by finding the facts 
and resumption of studies 
of the Nepalese students 
studying at KIIT.

Odisha's chief minister 
has said that they have 
taken the matter serious-
ly and works have started 
to find the truth about the 
incident and to provide 
justice to Prakriti, she 
said. 

The Foreign Ministry is 
working by keeping close 
contact with the Odisha 
government, the Universi-
ty administration and the 
Indian security agency re-
garding the matter, she re-
minded.

Following the incident, 
Nepalese students study-
ing in the college organ-
ised a protest rally, de-
manding a probe into the 
incident.

Nepal's FM assures justice 
for student‘s death in India

Prakriti, a third-year B Tech (Computer Science) student 
at Kalinga Institute of Industrial Technology (KIIT) in 
Odisha, was found dead in her hostel room last month, 
leading to unrest on the campus

Mexico makes case to 
avoid US tariffs as it 

awaits Trump’s decision

PTI, DHAKA: Bangladesh's 
Supreme Court on Monday 
upheld a High Court ruling 
that acquitted former pre-
mier and BNP chairperson 
Khaleda Zia in a corruption 
case in which she was sen-
tenced to seven years in jail 
by a lower court.

A three-member Appel-
late Division bench head-
ed by Justice Md Ashfaqul 
Islam passed the order, 
dismissing the plea filed 
by the state and the An-
ti-Corruption Commis-
sion challenging the High 
Court verdict that acquit-
ted Zia and others, the 
state-run BSS news agen-
cy reported.

Zia, 79, was convicted 
in the Zia Charitable Trust 
corruption case in 2018 by 
a Dhaka court. The court 
sentenced her to seven 
years imprisonment and 
fined her Taka 1 million.

On November 27 last 
year, the High Court al-
lowed two separate ap-
peals filed by Zia and 
two other convicts, Ziaul 
Islam and Monirul Islam 
Khan, challenging the 

lower court conviction 
and sentence in the Zia 
Charitable Trust graft 
case and acquitted them 
of the charges.

The state and the ACC 
filed the plea, challenging 
the High Court ruling.

That matter came to the 
Appellate Division's regular 
bench for hearing and the 
apex court passed its order 
on Monday, the news agen-
cy reported.

The graft case filed in 
2011 by the Anti-Corrup-
tion Commission with 
Tejgaon Police Station ac-
cused Zia and three others 
of abusing power to raise 
funds for the trust from un-
known sources.

Zia now stands acquitted 
in both the Zia Orphan-
age Trust and Zia Charita-
ble Trust cases, in which 

she had previously been 
convicted and sentenced, 
Maksud Ullah, a lawyer for 
the BNP chairperson, was 
quoted as saying by The 
Daily Star newspaper.

The Bangladesh Nation-
alist Party (BNP) chair-
person was lodged in the 
Old Dhaka Central Jail on 
February 8, 2018, after the 
Dhaka court sentenced her 
in the Zia Orphanage Trust 
corruption case.

During the COVID-19 
outbreak, the Sheikh Hasi-
na-led Awami League 
government temporarily 
released Zia from jail af-
ter 776 days through an 
executive order, suspend-
ing her sentence on March 
25, 2020, with conditions 
that she would stay in her 
house and not leave the 
country.

Bangladesh’s top court upholds 
Khaleda Zia’s acquittal

Zia, 79, was convicted in 
the Zia Charitable Trust 
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imprisonment and fined her 
Taka 1 million

AFP, BRUSSELS: The Eu-
ropean Union said Sun-
day it condemned what 
it called Hamas's refusal 
to accept the extension 
of the first phase of a 
Gaza ceasefire agree-
ment, adding Israel's 
subsequent aid blockade 
"risked humanitarian 
consequences".

"The EU calls for a rap-
id resumption of negotia-
tions on the second phase 
of the ceasefire, and ex-
presses its strong support 
to the mediators," Anouar 
El Anouni, the spokesper-
son for EU foreign affairs 
and security policy, said in 
a statement.

"A permanent ceasefire 
would contribute to the 
release of all remaining 
Israeli hostages while 
ensuring the necessary 
conditions for recovery 
and reconstruction in 
Gaza to begin," El Anouni 
said, adding "all parties 
have a political respon-
sibility to make this a 
reality".

EU condems 
Hamas‘s refusal 

to accept 
ceasefire

PTI, JAIPUR: 'IIT Baba' Ab-
hay Singh, who burst into 
the limelight during the 
Maha Kumbh, was arrested 
from a hotel in the Shiprap-
ath area with a small quan-
tity of ganja, police here 
said on Monday.

He was later granted 
bail, they added.

Shiprapath SHO Rajen-
dra Kumar Godara said the 
police received information 
about a video purporting to 
show Singh threatening to 
commit suicide becoming 
widely circulated on social 
media.

Acting on the informa-
tion, the police reached the 
spot and questioned Singh. 
During the questioning, a 
small quantity of ganja was 
found with him, Godara 
said.

The police seized the 
ganja and arrested Singh, 
he added.

Singh -- who has been 
booked under the Narcot-
ic Drugs and Psychotropic 
Substances (NDPS) Act -- 
was later released on bail.

Singh was later spotted 
having tea, surrounded by 
some people, near the hotel 
at Riddhi Siddhi Chauraha.

He also cut a cake, with 
those around him saying it 
was his birthday.

Singh told reporters that 
he had made a “normal” 
social media post and its 
misinterpretation had led 
to the police coming to the 
hotel.

He said he was released 
because he had only a small 
quantity of ganja in his pos-
session.

IIT Baba arrested with 
ganja in Jaipur hotel, 

released on bail

PTI, JAMMU: The reso-
lution on special status 
passed by the Jammu and 
Kashmir Assembly in its 
first sitting last year has 
not been rejected by the 
Central government which 
is a big thing, Chief Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah said on 
Monday and asserted that 
there was no need to bring 
any other resolution on Ar-
ticle 370, which was abro-
gated in August 2019.

The chief minister said 
all legislators need to work 
together to help the gov-
ernment to fulfill its prior-
ities for public welfare.

What we have to do was 
done in the first (assem-
bly) session (in November, 
2024). The resolution is still 
holding after passed by the 
House. The PDP and others 
helped us in passing the res-
olution and it is still holding 
is a big thing, Abdullah told 
reporters outside the as-
sembly here while respond-
ing to a question that some 
members are planning to 
bring a fresh resolution to 
condemn abrogation of Ar-

ticle 370.
The 40-day Budget Ses-

sion of the Jammu and 
Kashmir Assembly, having 
a total of 22 sittings, be-
gan on Monday with Lieu-
tenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha's address. The chief 
minister said some peo-
ple were thinking that any 
resolution on special status 
will get outrightly rejected 
by the Central government.

The resolution was not 
rejected and the fact of the 
matter is that it is still hold-
ing so there is no need to 
talk further on this, he said.

The Jammu and Kashmir 
Assembly passed a resolu-
tion on November 6, asking 
the Centre to work out a 
constitutional mechanism 
for restoring special status 
of the erstwhile state.

Abdullah said the Nation-
al Conference will not repeat 
what it had already done.

The chief minister said the 
House will meet on Tuesday 
to discuss the lieutenant 
governor's address and the 
members are free to raise 
their issues in the House.

J&K Assembly resolution 
on special status not 

rejected: CM Abdullah

PTI, NEW DELHI: Leftist 
groups Students' Federa-
tion of India (SFI) and the 
All India Students' Associ-
ation (AISA) staged a pro-
test at Banga Bhavan here 
on Monday, demanding 
the resignation and arrest 
of West Bengal Education 
Minister Bratya Basu.

The demonstration was 
in response to Basu's con-
voy grazing past students 
during a confrontation on 
March 1 at Jadavpur Uni-
versity.

SFI Delhi State Secretary 
Aishe Ghosh said, “Atroc-
ities on students is not a 
new thing in West Bengal 
under Mamta Banerjee's 
rule. Draconian meas-
ures are adopted to curb 
student dissent, and this 
incident is yet another ex-
ample of this. Bratya Basu 
must resign immediately.” 

Two students were injured 
when a car in the convoy 
of Basu grazed them in a 
melee as protesters tried 
to prevent the minister 
from leaving the campus, 
demanding a discussion 
on the conduct of student 
union polls.

The minister also sus-
tained injuries as the wind-
shield of his car was dam-
aged by the protesters.

The incident took place 
when Basu was leaving the 
premises after attending 
the AGM of West Bengal 
College and University Pro-
fessors Association (WB-
CUPA) as the chairman of 
the TMC-aligned teachers' 
body.

AISA Delhi State presi-
dent Abhigyan, in a state-
ment, said, “The TMC gov-
ernment is using brutal 
tactics to suppress dem-

AISA, SFI decry assault on Jadavpur 
University students, stage protest in Delhi

ocratic voices, much like 
the BJP. At a time when the 
country seeks an alterna-
tive to the BJP-RSS, such 
repression must not be tol-

erated.” Protesters likened 
the incident to the Lakhim-
pur Kheri episode, where a 
convoy ran over protesting 
farmers.


