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RJD leader Rabri Devi 
with others stages a 
protest against the Bihar 
government during the 
Budget session of the 
state Assembly, in Patna

Activists of the All 
Assam Gorkha Students' 
Union (AAGSU) stage a 
demonstration demanding 
creation of Gorkha 
Autonomous Council 
(GAC), in Guwahati

Students revise before 
appearing for class 10th 
board exam, conducted 
by Chhattisgarh Board 
of Secondary Education 
(CGBSE), at Jagdalpur in 
Bastar district

Police personnel wait 
in queues to take their 
release order before 
leaving Sangam area, days 
after the conclusion of 
Mahakumbh, in Prayagraj
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HELPING HANDS

Police constable arrested in Indore for 
colluding with drug gangs
INDORE: A police constable posted in Indore was 
arrested on Monday for allegedly colluding with drug 
peddlers in the city, a senior officer said. Additional Police 
Commissioner Amit Singh said constable Lakhan Gupta, 
posted at the Azad Nagar police station, was arrested 
for allegedly colluding with drug gangs and indulging 
in illegal money transactions. Gupta was responsible for 
serving summonses and warrants to accused in cases 
registered under the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic 
Substances (NDPS) Act, but he used to delay the process, 
he said. 

4 Bangladeshis arrested in Tripura  
for illegally entering India
AGARTALA: Four Bangladesh nationals have been arrested 
by the BSF in Tripura for allegedly entering India illegally, 
officials said on Monday. Five Indians who reportedly 
facilitated their infiltration have also been apprehended in 
two separate incidents in the northeastern state, they said.
Acting on a tip-off, a patrolling party raided Dhaniabari, 
a remote tribal hamlet near the Chittagong Hill Tract 
(CHT) at Nutanbazr area of Gomati district on Sunday 
evening, and detected four persons trying to cross the 
international border. When they crossed the border, BSF 
personnel managed to apprehend the four.

BSP chief Mayawati expels nephew Akash 
Anand from party
LUCKNOW: A day after removing her nephew Akash Anand 
from all key posts, Bahujan Samaj Party chief Mayawati on 
Monday said she has expelled him from the party "in the 
interest and movement" of the party. Mayawati said that 
Akash's response to her action against him on Sunday was 
"selfish and arrogant".  In a BSP meeting on Sunday, Akash 
was relieved from all responsibilities as he was under the 
continuous influence of his father-in-law Ashok Siddharth, 
more than the interest of the party, for which he should 
"repent and show his maturity", she said. 

Fisherwomen enact begging during their protest 
demanding immediate central government intervention 
to secure the release of Indian fishermen detained 
in Sri Lanka and recover their confiscated boats, in 
Ramanathapuram district, Tamil Nadu

PTI, NEW DELHI:  The 
Congress on Monday 
accused the Election 
Commission of being 
"complicit" in voter list 
"manipulation" and as-
serted that the party was 
actively working to seek 
a remedy through legal, 
political and legislative 
means.

A group of senior Con-
gress leaders questioned 
the Election Commission's 
(EC) silence on multiple 
voters having the same 
identification number and 
said the party would not 
let this issue fade due to 
the grave danger it posed 
to the country's electoral 
democracy.

"This is a grave danger 
to the very idea of India 
as an electoral democra-
cy. This transcends polit-
ical parties and politics. 
Babasaheb Ambedkar 
fought for the setting up of 
an independent Election 
Commission to precisely 
resist this urge of execu-
tive interference in elec-
tions. The Congress will 

not let this issue fade away 
and is actively working on 
seeking remedy through 
legal, political, legislative 
and any other means," the 
Congress' Empowered Ac-
tion Group of Leaders and 
Experts (EAGLE) said in a 
statement.

The group includes Ajay 
Maken, Digvijaya Singh, 
Abhishek Singhvi, Paveen 
Chakravarty, Pawan 
Khera, Gurdeep Singh Sap-
pal, Nitin Raut and Vamshi 
Chand Reddy.

Alleging that the EC was 
"complicit" in voter list 
"manipulation", the group 
claimed some startling de-
velopments on the issue 
had surfaced.

"The same voter ID 
number is being used for 

several voters, both from 
the same constituency in 
the same state as well as 
from other states. This is 
utterly shocking. A unique 
voter ID for every Indian 
voter is the fundamental 
requirement and premise 
of a clean voter list. Mul-
tiple voters having the 
same voter ID number is 
as bizarre as multiple ve-
hicles bearing the same 
registration number. It is 
unheard of in any elector-
al democracy," the group 
claimed.

In December, they said 
the Congress had pointed 
out "huge irregularities 
and abnormalities" in vot-
er lists for the assembly 
election in Maharashtra.

"It is both a logical and 

statistical absurdity that 
the Election Commission 
registered more new net 
voters (40 lakh) in five 
months between the Lok 
Sabha and the Vidhan Sab-
ha elections than it did in 
the entire five-year period 
between 2019 and 2024 
(32 lakh)," they had said.

This was substantiated 
through ground reports 
in some constituencies 
where thousands of vot-
ers were added to the 
rolls from just one build-
ing or brought in from 
other states, the leaders 
had said. "It was further 
shown that suspiciously 
most of these new vot-
ers enrolled seem to have 
voted only for the BJP-led 
alliance in Maharashtra, 
thereby tilting the eventu-
al outcome in its favour."

Leader of Opposition in 
the Lok Sabha Rahul Gan-
dhi had raised the issue in 
the House. There was also 
a joint press conference by 
constituents of Maharash-
tra's opposition alliance 
on the matter.

EC complicit in voter list 
manipulation: Congress

This was substantiated 
through ground reports in 
some constituencies where 
thousands of voters were 
added to the rolls from just 
one building or brought in 
from other states, the leaders 
had said

Wildlife expert Abhilash Varshney along with his brother Amit Varshney makes bird feeders 
from wood on World Wildlife Day at Thakurtal forest, in Jabalpur

PTI, NEW DELHI: In a 
significant verdict, the Su-
preme Court on Monday 
held that visually impaired 
persons cannot be denied 
opportunity of employ-
ment in judicial services.

A bench comprising jus-
tices J B Pardiwala and R 
Mahadevan had reserved 
the judgement on six pe-
titions, including a suo 
motu (on its own) case, on 
December 3, last year over 
non-grant of quota to such 
candidates in judicial ser-

vices in a few states.
Pronouncing the verdict, 

Justice Mahadevan said 
that persons with disabili-
ties must not face any dis-
crimination in their pursuit 
of judicial service recruit-
ments and that the State 
must provide them affirm-
ative action to ensure an 
inclusive framework.

“Any indirect discrim-
ination that results in 
the exclusion of persons 
with disabilities, whether 
through cutoff or proce-

dural barriers must be in-
terfered with in order to 
uphold substantive equal-
ity,” the judge said.

The judgement said no 
candidate can be denied 
consideration solely on 
account of their disability.

The top court also set 
aside certain rules of the 
Madhya Pradesh Services 
Examination (Recruitment 
and Conditions of Servic-
es) Rules 1994 to the ex-
tent they barred visually 
impaired and low vision 

candidates from entering 
the judicial service.

The pleas pertained to the 
validity of Rule 6A and 7 of 
the Madhya Pradesh rules.

The PWD (persons with 
the disabilities) candidates, 
who had participated in the 
selection process, are en-
titled to be considered for 
judicial service selection in 
the light of the judgment, 
and they can be appointed 
in the vacant posts if they 
are otherwise eligible, the 
judgement said.

Visually impaired persons cannot be denied 
opportunity to join judicial services: SC

PTI, SHIMLA: An 'orange' 
warning has been issued for 
heavy snow at isolated plac-
es in Himachal Pradesh's 
Lahaul and Spiti district on 
Monday, prompting the local 
police to issue an advisory 
asking people to stay away 
from sensitive areas and 
avoid unnecessary travel.

The Met office has issued 
an 'orange' alert for heavy 
snow at isolated places in 
Lahaul and Spiti district, 
heavy rain and snow along 
with thunderstorms and 
lightning in Chamba and 
Kangra districts, and hail 
in Bilaspur, Hamirpur and 
Solan districts.

IMD issues 
Orange alert for 
heavy rain, snow 

in Himachal

PTI, NEW DELHI:  The Su-
preme Court on Monday 
allowed podcaster Ran-
veer Allahbadia to resume 
his podcast "The Ranveer 
Show" subject to maintain-
ing "morality and decency" 
and making it suitable for 
viewers of all ages.

A bench of Justices Surya 
Kant and N Kotiswar Singh 
observed Allahbadia's sub-
mission that the podcast 
was his only source of live-
lihood and about 280 per-
sons he employed depend-
ed on the show. 

"Subject to the petitioner 
furnishing an undertaking to 
the effect that his whole pod-
cast shows will maintain de-
sired standards of decency 
and morality so that viewers 
of any age group can watch, 
the petitioner is permitted 
to resume 'The Ranveer 
Show'," said the bench.  

The court, therefore, 
modified its February 18 

order barring Allahbadia 
and his associates from air-
ing any show on YouTube 
or any other audio or visual 
platform. The bench, during 
the hearing, took exception to 
those writing articles on free-
dom of speech and expres-
sions post its February 18 or-
der and observed it was adept 
in dealing with the matter.

"We know that some 
briefless people are writing 
some articles in the name 
of freedom of speech and 
expression. We know how 

to handle them also. In this 
country there is nothing 
like a fundamental right on 
a platter. The fundamental 
rights all flow by a duty and 
unless those people want to 
understand their duty, then 
we know how to deal with 
those kinds of elements," 
Justice Surya Kant said. 

The court said if some-
body wanted to enjoy fun-
damental rights, the coun-
try gave a guarantee to 
enjoy but also guaranteed 
it with a duty.

SC allows podcaster Allahbadia 
to resume ‘The Ranveer Show’

Subject to the 
petitioner furnishing an 

undertaking to the effect that 
his whole podcast shows will 
maintain desired standards 
of decency and morality so 
that viewers of any age group 
can watch, the petitioner is 
permitted to resume 'The 
Ranveer Show'," 
–Supreme court

PTI, THRISSUR 
(KERALA):  A mas-
sive fire gutted an oil 
godown at the Velak-
kode Industrial Area 
near here during the 
early hours of Mon-
day after a former 
employee set it ablaze 
in anger over his dis-
missal.

The accused, Tito 
Thomas, later surren-
dered to the Medical 
College police, con-
fessing that he delib-
erately set the fire, 
police said.

According to Fire 
and Rescue Service 
officials, the blaze 
erupted at the Gulf 
Petrochemicals Oil 
Company, a furnace 
oil manufacturing unit 
in Mundoor, owned by 
a Thrissur native. 

Ex-employee 
sets fire to oil 

godown in 
Thrissur

PTI, NAGARKURNOOL (TEL-
ANGANA):  Ten days after the 
partial collapse of the SLBC 
project tunnel that left eight 
persons trapped, the Telanga-
na government is exploring the 
option of deploying robos in 
the rescue operation to prevent 
any threat to the rescue person-
nel, officials said on Monday.

Large quantities of slush 
and water inside the tun-
nel posed a challenge to the 
teams involved in the rescue 
operation.

Eight persons - engineers and 
labourers - have been trapped 
in the Srisailam Left Bank Canal 

Telangana tunnel collapse: 
Authorities exploring 
deployment of robos

(SLBC) project tunnel since 
February 22 and experts from 
the NDRF, Indian Army, Navy 
and other agencies are making 
relentless efforts to pull them 
out to safety.

Nagarkurnool Superin-
tendent of Police Vaibhav 
Gaikwad said the possibility 
of involving robos in the on-
going rescue efforts is being 
considered as safety of the 
rescuers is important.

Chief Minister A Revanth 
Reddy, who visited the tun-
nel on Sunday, suggested to 
officials leading the rescue 
operation to use robos in-
side the tunnel, if necessary, 
to avoid any danger to the 
rescue personnel.

PTI

PTI

APPOINTMENTS


