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TWIST OF FATE

A float portraying Russian President Vladimir Putin and US President Donald Trump forming a ‘Hitler - Stalin - Pact 2.0’ to squash 
Ukraine and its President Zelensky is pictured during the parade to celebrate Rose Monday (Rosenmontag) in Duesseldorf, 
western Germany, on Monday
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PANJIM: The Su-
preme Court has 
acted again as the 
protector of Goa’s 
beleaguered forests 
under attack from the land 
mafia and mining lobby, as 
it passed an order granting 
interim relief against the 
conversion of large tracts 
identified as forest land by 
two expert committees. 

“We know how forests 
are being destroyed in Goa,” 
observed the bench com-
prising Justice Abhay S Oka 
and Justice Ujjal Bhuyan 
on Monday, while passing 
its order on the land that is 
spread across 855 survey 
numbers. 

This is the second time 

in less than a month that 
the Apex Court has stood 
as a guard for Goa’s forests. 
On February 6, Supreme 
Court Justice Satish Chan-
dra Sharma had remarked, 
“Please don’t turn Goa into 
a concrete jungle,” dismiss-
ing the State government’s 
Special Leave Petition (SLP) 
challenging the High Court’s 
order to impose a construc-
tion ban in several areas 
covered by the Outline De-
velopment Plan (ODP).

Monday’s Supreme Court 
intervention comes after a 

petition filed by the envi-
ronmental NGO Goa Foun-
dation seeking a status quo 
order on lands identified as 
private forests by two ex-
pert committees – headed 
by VTThomas and Francis-
co Araujo – in their 2018 
reports. These reports, after 
extensive field visits, identi-
fied a total of 8.64 sq km of 
private forest land across 
North and South Goa, noting 
that 855 survey numbers 
were “final” private forest 
areas, with the rest catego-
rized as “provisional”.

Senior Advocate Norma 

Alvares, appearing for 
the Goa Foundation 
and assisted by Ad-
vocate Om D’Costa, 
argued that although 
no trees had been 

felled yet, the issuance of 
conversion sanads – official 
permits to change the land’s 
use – was a precursor to de-
forestation. She presented 
evidence of such a sanad 
being granted to the M/s 
Bhutani project in Sancoale, 
a plot that had been marked 
as a private forest by the ex-
pert committee.

The bench raised ques-
tions about how such con-
version sanads could be 
issued while the matter was 
still under judicial review. 

Apex Court says ‘forests 
being destroyed in Goa’ 

Grants relief against forest conversion after Goa Foundation 
argues that conversion sanads a precursor to deforestation
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PANJIM: Don’t turn Goa 
into a concrete jungle – that 
was the message from the 
Supreme Court on Thurs-
day as it dismissed the State 
government’s Special Leave 
Petition (SLP) challenging 
the High Court’s order to 
impose a construction ban 
in several areas covered by 
the Outline Development 
Plan (ODP). 

The High Court’s ruling, 
issued on January 23, 2025, 
specifically restrained any 
construction in the ODP 
zones of Calangute, Can-
dolim, Arpora, Nagoa, and 
Parra.

During the brief hear-
ing, Supreme Court Justice 
Satish Chandra Sharma, 

addressing the govern-
ment’s counsel, remarked, 
‘Please don’t turn Goa into 
a concrete jungle’, a stern 
warning against unchecked 
urbanisation.

A division bench of the 

Supreme Court, compris-
ing Justices B V Nagarathna 
and Satish Chandra Shar-
ma, summarily dismissed 
the Goa government’s SLP, 
filed on January 30, 2025, 
without granting relief.

The High Court’s order 
followed a thorough hearing 
led by Justices M S Karnik 
and Nivedita P Mehta, who 
directed the State to im-
pose a construction freeze 
in the five ODP villages in 
the Bardez taluka. This was 
in response to a PIL filed 
by the NGO Goa Founda-
tion, highlighting illegalities 
within two ODPs: the Calan-
gute-Candolim plan (2018) 
and the Arpora-Nagoa-Par-
ra plan (2020).

Don’t turn Goa into concrete 
jungle, SC tells State govt

Apex Court dismisses govt petition challenging 

High Court’s construction ban in North Goa
The High Court’s 
ruling, issued on 
January 23, 2025, 

specifically restrained 
any construction in 
the Outline Devel-
opment Plan (ODP) 
zones of Calangute, 
Candolim, Arpora, 

Nagoa and Parra. The 
Goa government had 
filed a Special Leave 

Petition against this on 
January 30
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Cash-for-jobs 
scam: Ponda  

Police file 
chargesheet

PONDA: The Ponda Po-
lice have filed their 
first chargesheet in the 
high-profile cash-for-jobs 
scam, naming master-
mind Deepashri Sawant, 
her accomplice, suspend-
ed constable Sagar Naik, 
and Sunita Sawant. The 
chargesheet, running over 
600 pages, includes nine 
witnesses and details a re-
covery of Rs 10 lakh.

The case stems from a 
complaint filed by Trupti 
Prabhu, who alleged that 
Naik had cheated her out of 
Rs 15 lakh with a promise 
of securing a teaching job at 
Marcel School. The investi-
gation later led to the ar-
rests of Sunita and Deepa-
shri. The police have seized 
vehicles and bank accounts 
linked to the accused.
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PTI, NEW DELHI: Opposition 
parties on Thursday forced re-
peated adjournments in the 
Lok Sabha over the deporta-
tion of Indians living illegally in 
the US, even as External Affairs 
Minister S Jaishankar asserted 
India was engaging the Trump 
administration to ensure that 
deportees were not mistreated  
during flights.

The Lok Sabha was adjourned 
on four occasions as Opposition 
members trooped into the Well 
of the House and raised slogans 
over the handcuffing of deportees 
from the US for the duration of 
their flight to India.

A US military aircraft carrying 
104 illegal Indian immigrants 
landed at the Amritsar airport 
on Wednesday. This was the first 
batch of Indians to be deported by 
the Donald Trump administration 
as part of a crackdown against il-
legal immigrants.

Jaishankar read a statement in 
the Lok Sabha amid noisy pro-
tests by the Opposition. The Lok 
Sabha was scheduled to take 
up a discussion on the Union 
Budget presented by Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on 
February 1.

Handcuffed on flight, deportees’ 

plight raises a storm in Lok Sabha

Govt engaging with US for ‘fair treatment’, says Jaishankar 

JOURNEY OF SHAME

PTI, NEW DELHI: Making a statement 
in the Upper House, Jaishankar assert-
ed that the process of deportation has 
been ongoing for several years and is 
not new. 

He said deportations by the US are 
organised and executed by the Immi-
gration and Customs Enforcement au-
thorities and “the standard operating 
procedure for deportations by aircraft 
used by ICE that is effective from 2012, 
provides for the use of restraints”.

PTI, KURUKSHETRA / AH-
MEDABAD / HOSHIARPUR: With 
hopes of a bright future and a bet-
ter life for their families back home, 
they undertook perilous journeys 
to the US, only to return in shack-
les and with huge debts, stories 
of untold hardship and extortion 
– both at home and in the land of  
their dreams.

On Thursday, the men and women 
returned home, thankful their ordeal 
was over and wondering anxiously 
what tomorrow will bring.

Many of them had traversed 
treacherous ‘dunki’ routes, crossing 
several rivers and forests of South 
American nations while facing extor-
tion and getting roughed up, to ille-
gally enter the US.

Becoming popular in common 
parlance following the release of 
Shah Rukh Khan's ‘Dunki’ in 2023, 
it refers to illegal immigration that 

involves crossing borders through 
covert stops in multiple countries, 
mostly facilitated by agents.

Recounting the horror faced by 
27-year-old Robin Handa, who was 
among the deportees, his father 
Manjit Singh said his son travelled 

across Guyana, Brazil, Peru, Co-
lombia, Ecuador and Guatemala, 
crossed a sea and passed through 
jungles, staying hungry for days, to 
reach the Mexico-US border.

SHORTCUT TO AMERICAN DREAM TURNS NIGHTMARE

Rules allow for use 
of chains: EAM
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Gujarat natives deported from US being brought to the Ahmedabad, on Thursday

PTI

UGC slaps 
show cause 
notices on 
18 colleges 

PTI, NEW DELHI: The Uni-
versity Grants Commission 
(UGC) has issued show-cause 
notices to 18 medical colleg-
es for not complying with 
anti-ragging regulations, of-
ficials said on Thursday.

The defaulter colleges in-
clude two each in Delhi, Ta-
mil Nadu, Assam and Pudu-
cherry; three each in Andhra 
Pradesh and Bihar; and one 
each in Madhya Pradesh, Tel-
angana, West Bengal and UP.

"It was found that these col-
leges had not complied with 
the mandatory requirements 
set forth in the Anti-Ragging 
Regulations, 2009 for curbing 
the menace of ragging. Specif-
ically, it has come to our no-
tice that the institutions failed 
to obtain the anti-ragging un-
dertakings from students as 
required by the said regula-
tions," UGC Secretary Manish 
Joshi said.

ANTI-RAGGING 
NORMS
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PORVORIM: Stormy scenes marked 
the first day of Goa’s two-day Assem-
bly session on Thursday, with several 
Opposition MLAs staging a walkout 
during Governor PS Sridharan Pillai’s 
address. Apart from the curtailed ses-
sion, they were protesting against the 
destruction of greenery and scandals 
like the cash-for-jobs scam. 

However, what stood out amid the 
ruckus was the lack of floor coordi-
nation among the Opposition parties 
during the protest. Initially, most of 
the Opposition MLAs walked out, but 
within a short while, some of them 
had come back – Congress’s Carlos 
Alvares Ferreira, AAP’s Venzy Vie-
gas and Cruz Silva, and RGP’s Viresh 
Borkar. In contrast, Leader of the 
Opposition, Congress’s Yuri Alemao, 
and party MLA Altone D’Costa did not 
return. Goa Forward Party MLA Vijai 
Sardesai remained in the Assembly 
throughout, holding a placard on is-

sues like the job scam.
Even as Goa reels under multiple 

scandals, the Opposition disunity 
raises questions about their serious-
ness in putting the government per-
formance under scrutiny. 

The commotion began as soon as 
the Governor began his address, with 
Alemao criticising the reduced dura-
tion of the Assembly session, saying, 
“The Kerala Assembly meets for an 
average of 50 days a year, while Goa’s 
average is only 26 days. This is the 
bulldozing of democracy.” Alemao’s 
statement was interrupted by the 

Speaker, after which he and the other 
opposition MLAs left the House.

The opposition also raised objec-
tions to the first report of the Busi-
ness Advisory Committee (BAC) for 
2025, presented by Chief Minister 
Pramod Sawant. The opposition ar-
gued that the report failed to incorpo-
rate their written objections regard-
ing the shortened session. Despite 
the opposition’s refusal to accept the 
report, it was passed by a voice vote 
and accepted by the House.

WALKOUT DRAMA LAYS 
BARE OPPN DISUNITY

 Ruckus marks Day One of Assembly session, but is the 

Oppn serious about keeping the govt under scrutiny?
When there are so many 
burning issues, the 

opposition wanted to ask the 
Governor whether he would 
address them in his speech. 
When they refused to address 
these issues, we walked out. They 

are pushing bills without giving 
us enough time to study them

– Yuri Alemao,  
Leader of the Opposition

Is it possible to have ‘Sabka 
Saath (everybody’s 

support), Sabka Vikas 
(everybody’s development), 
Sabka Vishwas (everybody’s 
trust) and Sabka Prayas’ 
(everybody’s attempt) in a 
session of one day? I condemn 
the government for trying to 
show this is development for all

– Venzy Viegas,  AAP MLA 

Members of the cabinet do 
not want to give answers, 

which is why the session has 
been called for just a day. There 
is a need to fix dates on the 
calendar for the Assembly 
session and also the number of 
days it will be held

– Vijai Sardesai, 
Goa Forward Party MLA

A section of the Opposition members 

led by LoP Yuri Alemao stage a walk 

out on the first day of the Assembly 

session. (Right) Fatorda MLA Vijai 

Sardesai raises a placard protesting 

against the curtailed session
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WARRIORS FOR A GREEN CAUSE

Citizens and eco-warriors under the banner of Save Goa Environment protest against the destruction of the state’s green 

cover at Azad Maidan in Panjim, on Thursday

SAGUN GAWADE
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AUGUSTO RODRIGUES

VAGATOR/ PORVORIM: The fight 
against persistent noise pollution 
in Vagator and Anjuna took an un-
expected turn when the Goa gov-
ernment, on Monday, joined peti-
tioner Desmond Alvares in abruptly 
rejecting Janie Crasto as a member 
of the Noise Monitoring Commit-
tee (NMC), leaving local residents 
shocked and disappointed.

The government had initially 
approved Crasto’s appointment 
but later reversed its decision. Ad-
vocate General Devidas Pangam 
defended the move, stating, “There 
will be a conflict of interest if she is 
made a member, as she has previ-
ously filed complaints against es-
tablishments playing loud music. 
Hence, it would not be fair to have 
her on the committee.”

The sudden reversal has fueled 
concerns among residents who had 
welcomed her selection. “When her 
name was accepted, we saw a ray 
of hope. Now, with her removal, I 
fear the High Court may have to 
take a stronger stance,” said Sheryl  
D’Souza.

Crasto, however, remained res-
olute. “The people of my village 

know what I stand for. When you 
are good, the bad will always get 
upset. When I learned my name 
was accepted, I saw it as an act of 
God. I will continue to ensure that 
the less fortunate, the sick, and the 
elderly can sleep peacefully,” she 
asserted.

Amicus Curiae Nigel Costa Frias 
had initially proposed Janie Crasto, 
Jeremy Ferreira, and Inacio Fer-
nandes for the NMC. The govern-
ment immediately rejected Ferreira 
and Fernandes but accepted Crasto. 
However, the situation took a sur-
prising turn when petitioner Alva-
res objected to her appointment, 
leading to her removal. Alvares 
attempted to persuade the Ami-
cus Curiae to reconsider, but Costa 
Frias remained firm in his support  
for Crasto.

When contacted, Alvares told 

O Heraldo, “She was incapable of 
dedicating her full time to the role, 
and she is also associated with 
tourism.”

The High Court intervened, with 
Justice M S Karnik urging the Ami-
cus Curiae and the government to 
consider candidates from outside 
Anjuna and Vagator. “If no one from 
the village is accepted, then find 
someone who is honest and inde-
pendent,” he advised. The court was 
also informed that two proposed 
candidates, Govind Dhargalkar and 
John Logan D’Souza, were deemed 
unsuitable.

Meanwhile, former NMC mem-
ber Domingos Pereira had declined 
reappointment and suggested 
a non-practicing advocate from  
Calangute. 

Decibel fight setback: Govt U-turn on noise panel member

There will be a conflict of interest if she 
is made a member, as she has previously 

filed complaints against establishments 
playing loud music. Hence, it would not be 
fair to have her on the committee
– Devidas Pangam, Advocate General

The people of my village know what I 
stand for. When you are good, the bad 

will always get upset. When I learned my 
name was accepted, I saw it as an act of God. 
I will continue to ensure that the less 
fortunate, the sick, and the elderly can  
sleep peacefully
– Janie Crasto, Anjuna resident

She is incapable of dedicating her full 
time to the role and she is also 

associated with tourism
– Desmond Alvares, petitioner

Janie Crasto’s appointment as Noise Monitoring Committee member rejected

AP, ROME: Pope Francis 
suffered two new episodes 
of acute respiratory crises 
Monday and was put back 
on noninvasive mechanical 
ventilation, the Vatican said.

Francis had inhaled ‘co-
pious’ amounts of mucus in 
another setback in what has 
become a more than two-
week battle to overcome a 
complex respiratory infec-
tion and pneumonia.

In a late update, the Vat-

ican said 
the ep-
i s o d e s 
w e r e 
caused by 
a “signif-
icant ac-

cumulation” of mucus in his 
lungs and bronchial spasms. 
“Two bronchoscopies were 
performed with the need for 
aspiration of copious secre-
tions,” the Vatican said.

Francis remained alert, 

oriented and cooperated 
with medical personnel. 
The prognosis remained 
guarded.

Earlier Monday, Pope 
Francis issued a new mes-
sage from the hospital as 
Vatican officials begged him 
to let his voice be heard af-
ter disappearing from pub-
lic view for over two weeks 
as he recovers.

Pope suffers new crises, 
back on ventilation: Vatican 

Cont on Pg 11 >>

Indian woman on 
death row in Abu 
Dhabi executed

PTI, NEW DELHI: An Indi-
an woman on death row in 
Abu Dhabi for the alleged 
murder of a four-month-
old child has already been 
executed on February 15, 
the Delhi HC hearing her 
father's plea about her 
well-being was informed 
on Monday. Shahzadi Khan 
was handed over to the 
Abu Dhabi police on Feb-
ruary 10, 2023. 
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ALLAHBADIA 
ROW

Nothing like 
fundamental 

right on  
platter: SC

PTI, NEW DELHI: The 
Supreme Court on 
Monday said there was 
a duty on persons ex-
ercising fundamental 
rights and nothing like a 
"fundamental right on a 
platter".

A bench of Justic-
es Surya Kant and N 
Kotiswar Singh made 
the profound remark 
while hearing the mat-
ter of podcaster Ranveer 
Allahbadia, who was al-
lowed to resume ‘The 
Ranveer Show’.

"We know that some 
briefless people are 
writing some articles in 
the name of freedom of 
speech and expression. 
We know how to handle 
them also. In this coun-
try there is nothing like 
a fundamental right on a 
platter. The fundamental 
rights all flow by a duty 
and unless those people 
want to understand their 
duty, then we know how 
to deal with those kinds 
of elements," Justice 
Surya Kant said.

Justice Surya Kant 
pointed out that one of 
the accused in the case 
went to Canada and 
spoke on the case.
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PANJIM/ MARGAO: Par-
ents across Goa have 
voiced strong opposition 
to the decision to start 
the new academic year in 
April 2025, citing concerns  
over student well-being, 
teacher workload and in-
consistencies in the im-
plementation of the Na-
tional Education Policy  
(NEP) 2020.

On Monday, a delega-
tion of parents met Direc-
tor of the State Council of 
Educational Research and 
Training (SCERT) Meghana 
Shetgaonkar, urging the 
government to shift the 
academic year’s start date 
back to June. 

They pointed out that 
final exams are set to 
conclude on March 28, 
leaving students with 
just three days before the 
new session begins. Par-
ents emphasised that this 
schedule denies students 
much-needed time to re-
lax, pursue extracurricular 
activities and spend time 
with family.

They also raised con-
cerns over the rising sum-
mer temperatures and the 
lack of adequate cooling 
and water facilities in most 
schools. "With extreme heat 
conditions predicted by the 

IMD and a shortage of water 
in several areas, children 
will face unnecessary hard-
ships," a parent stated.

Teachers, too, are affect-
ed. “We raised points re-
garding difficulties which 
would be faced by teach-
ers who have their regular 
April duties. They have to 

manage paper corrections, 
finalising results and plan-
ning for the new academic 
year, all while accommodat-
ing the abrupt transition,” 
said Cecille Rodrigues, an 
activist and a parent who 
attended the meeting. 

Parents protest April 
school start, flag flaws in 

NEP implementation
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A delegation of parents which met Director of the State Council 
of Educational Research and Training (SCERT) Meghana 
Shetgaonkar, at Porvorim

 Demand that the aca-
demic year begin in June 
instead of April, citing 
student well-being and 
extreme summer heat

 Say students will have 
only three days between 
final exams (March 28) 
and the new school year, 
leaving little time for 

rest and extracurricular 
activities

 April is crucial for paper 
corrections, result prepa-
ration and planning, mak-
ing an immediate restart 
impractical for teachers.

 Argue that the April start 
contradicts the principles 
of NEP policies, which 
emphasise flexibility

PARENTS SPEAK
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MARGAO: Three days af-
ter former MLA and Opin-
ion Poll activist Adv Uday 
Bhembre lodged a written 
complaint at the Fatorda 
police station following the 
threats, humiliation and 
warnings by Bajrang Dal 
men who landed up at his 
doorstep late on Friday, the 
police are yet to register  
an FIR. 

The police inaction has 
been slammed by citizens, 
as the treatment of Bhem-
bre has become a rallying 
call for supporters of free 
speech, who gathered at a 
massive rally in Margao on 
Sunday. Multiple activists 
that O Heraldo spoke to 
have reiterated that intim-
idation and threats are not 
part of Goan culture. 

On Monday, police initi-
ated a preliminary inves-
tigation and began record-
ing statements. According 
to available information, 
the Fatorda police have 

taken statements from two 
individuals and collected 
a pen drive containing ev-
idence related to the inci-
dent, which occurred on 
Friday night.

When contacted, Bhem-
bre confirmed that the 
police had acknowledged 
his complaint and begun 
an initial inquiry. He noted 
that statements had been 
recorded and the pen drive 
taken as evidence, but no 
FIR had been filed.

Senior advocate Cleofato 
Almeida Coutinho empha-
sised that this case war-
rants an FIR. "It is a clear 

case for registering an of-
fence against the culprits. 
The police must determine 
whether it is a bailable or 
non-bailable offence, but 
they are obligated to regis-
ter the case. A group gath-
ering outside someone's 
residence at night, engag-
ing in trespassing, abuse 
and forming an unlawful 
assembly, constitutes a se-
rious offence. Moreover, 
video evidence is availa-
ble, leaving little room for 
further investigation," he 
stated.

Bhembre who had in-
itially decided to not go 

to the police changed his 
mind a day after the inci-
dent. He had said, “I have 
realised it is not a question 
of my safety alone. Today if 
this happened to me, it can 
happen to anyone else, and 
that has to be stopped. The 
reason for filing this com-
plaint is to ensure that the 
government takes action 
and also, the matter is on 
record. Tomorrow, the gov-
ernment can’t look the oth-
er way, saying that no one 
came to them with a com-
plaint, which is why they 
didn’t act.” Bhembre filed a 
written complaint against 
Bajrang Dal activists led by 
Viraj Dessai of Cuncolim. 

Meanwhile, the Akhil 
Gomantak Kshatriya Mara-
tha Samaj Sanghatana has 
announced a dharna on 
Tuesday, March 4, at 5:30 
pm at the Cuncolim Chief-
tains Memorial. The protest 
is in response to what they 
claim is a ‘derogatory’ video 
by Bhembre about Chhatra-
pati Shivaji Maharaj.

Three days on, no FIR 
in Uday Bhembre case

It is a clear case for registering an offence 
against the culprits. The police must 

determine whether it is a bailable or non-bailable 
offence, but they are obligated to register the case. 
A group gathering outside someone's residence at 
night, engaging in trespassing, abuse and forming 
an unlawful assembly, constitutes a serious 
offence. Moreover, video evidence is available, 
leaving little room for further investigation
– Cleofato Almeida Coutinho, Senior advocate


