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impeached South 
Korean President Yoon 
Suk Yeol shouts during 
a rally to oppose his 
impeachment in Seoul

Women hold banners 
during a protest against 
gender based violence 
called by Ivoirian Minister 
of Women, Family & 
Children in Abobo, a 
suburb of Abidjan 

Athena the panther 
looks out from her 
enclosure at the 
Florida panther exhibit 
at the Naples Zoo, in 
Naples, Florida

Workers move a lift 
in the red carpet area 
before Sunday's 97th 
Academy Awards in Los 
Angeles, California

PTI, NEW YORK: Ukraine's 
European partners as well 
as other global leaders ral-
lied behind President Vo-
lodymyr Zelenskyy while 
the White House touted 
support for President Don-
ald Trump's American First 
strength after a remarkable 
showdown in the Oval Office 
between the two leaders.

Zelenskyy departed the 
White House on Friday after 
an unprecedented verbal 
clash in the Oval Office be-
tween him and Trump and 
Vice President J D Vance.

The heated exchange be-
tween Trump and Zelenskyy 
and the resulting outpouring 
of support for the Ukrainian 
leader highlighted the deep 
fissures that have emerged 
between America and Eu-
rope over Ukraine.

Zelenskyy's timeline on X was 

filled with messages of support 
from European allies and other 
countries from across the world. 
His response to all the messages 

was Thank you for your support.
President of the Euro-

pean Commission Ursula 
von der Leyen, who was in 

India on Friday for an offi-
cial visit, said in a post on 
X, Your dignity honours the 
bravery of the Ukrainian 
people. Be strong, be brave, 
be fearless. You are never 
alone, dear President @
ZelenskyyUa. We will con-
tinue working with you for 
a just and lasting peace.

French President Em-
manuel Macron, who met 
Trump at the White House 
just this past Monday, said 
in a post on X that there is 
an aggressor: Russia.

“There is a victim: 
Ukraine. We were right to 
help Ukraine and sanction 
Russia three years agoand 
to keep doing so.

“By we, I mean the Amer-
icans, the Europeans, the 
Canadians, the Japanese, 
and many others,” Macron 
said.

“Thank you to all who 
have helped and continue 
to do so. And respect to 
those who have been fight-
ing since the beginningbe-
cause they are fighting for 
their dignity, their inde-
pendence, their children, 
and the security of Europe, 
Macron said.

Italy's Prime Minister 
Giorgia Meloni, a close 
Trump ally, she would call 
for an EU-US summit to get 
diplomacy back on track.

What is needed is an im-
mediate summit between 
the United States, Europe-
an states, and allies to talk 
frankly about how we in-
tend to deal with the great 
challenges of today, starting 
with Ukraine, which to-
gether we have defended in 
recent years, she said in a 
statement.

European allies rally behind Zelenskyy 
White House supports US president Donald Trump after their spat

TRUMP‘S MOVES TEST LIMITS OF PRESIDENTIAL 
POWER, RESILIENCE OF US DEMOCRACY

PTI, WASHINGTON: During his first six weeks in office, 
President Donald Trump has embarked on a dizzying 
teardown of the federal government and attacks on 
long-standing institutions in an attempt to increase his 
own authority. He has pardoned those who attacked 
the US Capitol to overturn his 2020 election loss, 
placed loyalists atop the FBI and military, and purged 
the Department of Justice, which dropped investiga-
tions against Trump allies. He declared control over 
independent agencies such as the Federal Elections 
Commission, punished media outlets for coverage he 
dislikes and his allies suggested he could defy court 
orders. Those who monitor democracy across the globe 
had warned that a second Trump term could endanger 
America's 240-year experiment with democracy. His 
opening weeks in office have done nothing to dispel 
those concerns.

PTI, LONDON: Ukraini-
an President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy thanked the 
American people and lead-
ership and voiced hope 
for strong relations, a day 
after an astonishing Oval 
Office blowout with US 
President Donald Trump 
that left many uncertain 
where the once staunch 
allies stood.

Zelenskyy on Saturday 
arrived in London for a 
summit organised by Brit-
ish Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer with other Euro-
pean leaders.

The summit on Sunday 
will also include leaders from 
France, Germany, Denmark, 
Italy, Netherlands, Norway, 
Poland, Spain, Turkey, Finland, 
Sweden, Czechia and Roma-
nia, as well as the NATO secre-
tary-general and the presidents 
of the European Commission 
and European Council.

Ukraine prez moves on after 
Oval Office blowout with Trump

MLA-ELECTRICITY DEPARTMENT SPAT:  
TIT-FOR-TAT POLICE PLAINTS FILED IN  
PANJIM, MORMUGAO

“Shetye arrived at 8.15 am and began work by 8.30 am, 
even though official government working hours start at 
9:30 am. This proves that he was not on duty at the time of 
the incident,” Amonkar claimed.

Questioning the legality of Shetye’s actions, the MLA 
claimed that instead of using an official government vehi-
cle or department-provided taxi, Shetye used a rent-a-car 
with a camera installed.

Shetye proceeded with the work without informing the 
local MLA, junior engineer, or assistant engineer, violating 
proper protocols, Amonkar alleged and claimed that de-
spite several official correspondences requesting a joint 
inspection, Shetye ignored government directives and at-
tempted to block a traditional pathway used by locals for 
over 50 years.

The MLA asked: “Why did Shetye bring a private JCB to 
the site when he was supposed to construct a compound 
wall. If he wanted to remove cables, he should have used 
a truck-mounted crane from the department. Why did he 
bring a JCB? What was his real intention?”

“Shetye resorted to high-handedness, behaving rude-
ly with locals, especially women, and even pushing them 
aside when they requested him to wait for the MLA. He 
claimed that the area belonged to the Electricity Depart-
ment, when in fact, it is a traditional public passage,” the 
BJP leader said.

“Shetye has trespassed, wrongfully restrained people, 
and abused his authority. His behaviour, including his 
rude treatment of an elected representative, is unaccept-
able. We demand strict action against him,” Amonkar said.

Earlier in the day, Kashinath Shetye in his a police 
complaint alleged that Omkar Durbhatkar, Yash Phadte, 
Sudir Tari, Yogesh Patil and others obstructed him while 
discharging his duties, trespassed into property of Elec-
tricity Department with an intent to commit an offence or 
to intimidate, obstructed him and other officers from pro-
ceeding in any direction and provoked them with intent 
to cause riot.

Speaking to media persons after filing the complaint, 
Shetye said he has filed the complaint under Sections 221, 
329, 126, 192, 324(5) and 61 of BNS.

He also said he is considering legal action against Mor-
mugao MLA for making a defamatory statement against 
him.

Shetye said he will carry out his work with police pro-
tection. “I have been challenged to carry out my work in 
his area. I will continue my work with an order from the 
Collector. I will bring it to the logical end. I am not doing 
my personal work but work for the department. There are 
orders of Rs 13 lakh and Rs eight lakh. The department 
will incur losses if the work is not carried out,” he said.

“We are government employees and our duty is to help 
people. We should not act like kings, but should give a 
helping hand to people. If someone is doing injustice to 
us, we should stand against it. I am not afraid of anyone. I 
have security, the government has provided me security,” 
he said.

The complaint has been filed with regards to an incident 
which occurred on February 28, 2025, at Bogda Electrici-
ty Department Property, Vasco, with a request to register 
zero FIR and transfer it to Mormugao Police Station.

Extending his support to Shetye, former Government 
Employees Association president John Nazareth said, 
“Shetye acted rightly, as pending dues needed to be ad-
dressed. A government servant, who has been assigned 
duties, should not be obstructed.”

Urging the current Government Employees’ Association 
to take up the issue, Nazareth said the government em-
ployees should stand with Shetye.

TOURIST TAXIS CAN’T USE  GENERAL PARKING 
SLOTS TILL SMART CITY WORK IS OVER

The penalties to be imposed by the department will in-
clude impounding of such vehicles, slapping of a fine of Rs 
10,000 and suspension of registration or permit for first-
time offenders. For repeat offences, the action to be taken 
will include impounding of the vehicle, fine of Rs 10,000 
and cancellation of the registration or permit.

According to the Directorate of Transport, the decision 
is taken in public interest considering concerns related to 
road safety, traffic congestion and regulatory compliance. 
It has been observed that an increasing number of road 
accidents involve self-driven rental vehicles, with instanc-
es of rash and negligent driving by tourists including cases 
of driving under the influence of alcohol, leading to griev-
ous injuries and fatalities.

The Goa Civic and Consumer Action Network (GOACAN) 
has welcomed the public notice issued by the Directorate 
of Transport on the action to be taken on the use of private 
vehicles as Rent-A-Cab and for commercial activity. This 
will ensure the safety of the consumer in case of insurance 
claims in the case of road accident, GOACAN coordinator 
Roland Martins said.

GOACAN has decided to mobilise its volunteers in Con-
sumer Forums and Consumer Welfare Clubs to report those 
vehicles indulging in such activity as part of its World Con-
sumer Rights Day Awareness Campaign, he said.

4 DEAD, 50 WORKERS RESCUED IN  
UTTARAKHAND AVALANCHE

As the weather cleared up on Saturday morning, the 
Army and Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) personnel 
based in Mana resumed the rescue operation, District Dis-
aster Management Officer N K Joshi said.

Six helicopters, including three of the Indian Army Avi-
ation, two of the air force and one civil copter hired by the 
Army, have been engaged in the operation, Army PRO Lt 
Col Manish Shrivastava said.

Located three kilometres from Badrinath, Mana is the last 
village on the India-Tibet border at a height of 3,200 metres.

“Fifty labourers have been rescued out of which, unfor-
tunately, four injured have been confirmed as fatal casual-
ties while the search for the remaining five is underway,” 
Lt Col Shrivastava said, adding the injured were being pri-
oritised for evacuation.

Army officials said the rescue operation was being car-
ried out mostly by the Army and IAF helicopters as the ap-
proach road had been blocked by snow at several points, 
making vehicular movement nearly impossible.

The priority is to bring the rescued workers to the Army 
hospital in Jyotrimath and look for the five workers still 
missing, they said.

Officials said 24 people were brought to the Army 
Hospital with injuries and one of them has been sent to 
AIIMS-Rishikesh.

According to the Army PRO, Lt Gen Anindya Sengupta 
GOC-in C Central Command and Lt Gen D G Mishra GOC 
Uttar Bharat have reached the avalanche site to monitor 
the rescue operations.

Lt Gen Sengupta said movement by road is impossible 
since it is clogged by snow. The Badrinath-Joshimath high-
way is blocked at 15-20 places, he said.

“There were eight containers at the BRO camp. Five of 
them have been found but three are missing in which the 
five labourers we are looking for could be trapped. A large 
number of the labourers rescued so far were found in the 
five containers,” he said.  If weather permits, specialised 
RECCO radars, UAVs, quadcopters and avalanche rescue 
dogs will be pressed into service to trace the missing 
workers, Lt Gen Sengupta said. “Everything depends on 
the weather.”

The Uttarakhand State Disaster Management Authority 
said they have sought ground-penetrating radar from Del-
hi to trace the three missing containers as the search for 
the missing workers continues on a war footing.

Uttarakhand Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami did an 
aerial survey of the avalanche-hit site and reviewed the 
relief and rescue operations in Jyotirmath.

Upon returning to Dehradun, he said the relief and res-
cue teams have done a commendable job by rescuing 50 
people so far. Officers have been instructed to carry on 
with the search for the five missing workers on a war foot-
ing, Dhami said.

Army sniffer dogs have been deployed to search for the 
missing containers and three teams of the Army are pa-
trolling the area, the chief minister said.

More than 200 personnel from the disaster manage-
ment authority, ITBP, BRO, National Disaster Response 
Force, State Disaster Response Force, Indian Air Force, 
district administration, health department and fire bri-
gade are engaged in the rescue operations, he said.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi also took an update on 
the rescue operation over the phone and assured all pos-
sible help from the central agencies, Dhami said.

About the medical treatment of those rescued, he said 
the injured workers were being treated at Army hospitals 
in Mana and Jyotirmath while AIIMS-Rishikesh and Srina-
gar Medical College have been put on alert.

He told reporters that with six to seven feet of snow ac-
cumulated in Badrinath and adjoining areas, there is a risk 
of more avalanches in the coming days. “During the aerial 
survey, I noticed that the flow of water in the Alaknanda 
river has stopped due to snow.”

Construction work has been temporarily put on hold in 
the area and workers have been moved to safety, Dhami 
said and appealed to tourists not to travel to high-altitude 
areas for the next three days.

Laying on a bed at the Army’s Jyotirmath hospital, Gopal 
Joshi of Narayanbagar in Chamoli district thanked Lord 
Badrinath for saving him.

Recounting the harrowing experience, he said, “Fresh 
snow was falling outside. As soon as we came out of the 
container house, we heard thunder and saw a deluge of 
snow hurtling towards us. I shouted to alert my compan-
ions and started running. Several feet of snow prevented 
us from running fast. After two hours, Indo-Tibetan Bor-
der Police rescued us,” Joshi said. 

Another rescued worker, Vipin Kumar of Himachal 
Pradesh, has an injury on his back. As soon as he heard 
the noise of the avalanche, he also left the container and 
started running.   

“I was buried under the snow for about fifteen minutes. 

When the avalanche stopped, I was able to come out of the 
heap of snow,” Kumar said and thanked god for the “sec-
ond birth”.

Three employees from Mathura who were also rescued 
said they came out of the containers after being informed 
about the avalanche. “We ran to save ourselves, but there 
were several feet of snow. We could not walk much and got 
stuck,” one of them said.   

Jagbir Singh from Punjab's Amritsar said, “The avalanche 
was so intense that we could not take our other companions 
along.” He suffered minor injuries and has pain in his chest.

Meanwhile, family members of Ram Sujan Singh, a na-
tive of Rasra in Uttar Pradesh’s Ballia who was working in 
Mana, said they have not received any information about 
him. He had gone to Chamoli in January 2024 and worked 
as a supervisor there, his son told PTI.

“They (the local administration) do not have any infor-
mation about how my father is,” he said, adding that he 
last spoke to his father on Monday.

Singh has been named in the official list of the 55 work-
ers who were buried under snow. However, Ballia Super-
intendent of Police Omveer Singh said he was not aware of 
Ram Sujan Singh being among the trapped workers. 
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The shouting match that 
unfolded Friday in the final 
minutes of the highly an-

ticipated meeting between 
Trump and Zelenskyy 
seemed to dash.
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