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PTI, SHIMLA: Heavy rains 
and snowfall disrupt-
ed normal life in several 
parts of Himachal trigger-
ing landslides, blocking 
roads and huge mounds of 
debris swept by gushing 
waters damaging vehicles 
in Kullu.

A massive landslide trig-
gered by incessant rains 
and cloudbursts at Rokaru 
(Multhan) in Kangra dis-
trict damaged several ve-
hicles and endangered 12 
houses.

The affected families 
have been relocated to saf-
er places and restoration 
works are in progress, said 
Kangra Deputy Commis-
sioner, Hem Raj. One per-
son was reported missing 
near Shiva Hydropower 
project in Palampur and 
search operations have 
been launched to trace him, 
officials said on Saturday.

Tribal Pangi valley in 
Chamba was cut off fol-
lowing heavy snowfall 
and electricity and tele-
communication services 
have been badly disrupt-

ed. Several houses along 
the banks of Nallahs and 
Khuds have been endan-
gered in Kullu due to 
threats of landslides and 
electricity and water sup-
ply were still disrupted in 
some places.

A landslide at Tohlu 
Nallah blocked the Kirat-
pur -Manali national 
Highway and left tourists 
stranded. A total of 112 
roads were closed in Kul-

lu and work is in progress 
to power 1646 trans-
formers. A total of 125 
water supply schemes 
have been disrupted said 
Kullu DC, Tarul Ravesh.

Kullu- Manali road was 
also closed and traffic was 
being diverted via Naggar 
while the electricity sup-
ply was yet to be restored 
in Manikaran and Manali 
and tourists have been ad-
vised to stay at their plac-

Heavy rains, snowfall triggers landslides in 
Himachal, 112 roads blocked in Kullu

People cross a ravaged road, while debris is removed to pull out a vehicle after a landslide due to heavy rain, in Kullu

PTI, SUKMA: Two Naxal-
ites were killed in an 
encounter with security 
personnel in Chhattis-
garh's Sukma district on 
Saturday, police said.

The gunfight took place 
in the morning in a forest 
under the Kistaram po-
lice station area, where 
a joint team of security 
personnel was out on an 
anti-Naxalite operation, 
Sukma Superintendent of 
Police Kiran Chavan said.

He said personnel 
from the District Reserve 
Guard (DRG) and CoBRA 
(Commando Battalion for 
Resolute Action an elite 

unit of the CRPF) are in-
volved in the operation 
launched on Friday based 
on inputs about the pres-
ence of Maoists in the 
area.

Bodies of two Naxal-
ites have been recovered 
from the encounter site 
so far, and a search oper-
ation was still underway 
in the area, the official 
said.

With this encounter, 
83 Naxalites have been 
gunned down in separate 
skirmishes in the state so 
far this year. Of them, 67 
were killed in the Bastar 
division comprising sev-

Two Naxalites killed in encounter 
with security forces in Chhattisgarh

es till the roads are cleared, 
she added.

People are facing inconven-
ience following huge mounds 
of debris from Gandhi Nagar 
Nallah splattered on roads 
and work to clear the roads is 
in progress.

The region had respite 
from rains and snow but 
normal life was still affect-
ed at many places in Kullu, 
Kangra and Chamba dis-
tricts.

Meanwhile, the state re-
ceived moderate to heavy 
snowfall and rains during 

the past 24 hours and 
Khadrala, Kothi, Nich-
ar and Jot received 20 
cm, 15 cm, 5 cm and 
4 cm of snow respec-
tively.

Bhuntar was the wet-
test in the state with 
112.2 mm rains, fol-
lowed by Jot 108.8 mm, 
Jogindernagar 108 mm, 
Seobagh 106 mm, Ban-
jar 92 mm, Dharamsha-
la 85.2 mm, Baijnath78 
mm, Palampur75.6 mm 
and Rampur 60 mm.

The minimum tem-
peratures stayed mar-
ginally below normal 
at most places and 
Keylong was coldest 
with a low of minus 6.9 
degrees.

en districts, including Sukma.

PTI, SAMBHAL (UP):  A 
three-member judicial 
commission on Satur-
day recorded the state-
ments of more people, 
including senior district 
officials and eyewitness-
es, in connection with its 
probe into the violence 
that erupted in Sambhal 
in November 2024 over a 
court-ordered survey of a 
Mughal-era mosque here.

Former DGP Arvind Ku-
mar Jain, who is a member 
of the Commission, told 
reporters that statements 
of "15-16 individuals were 
recorded today, following 
the 29 statements record-
ed yesterday".

"Today, we recorded 

the statements of district 
officer Sambhal, Sub-Di-
visional Magistrate 
(SDM) Sambhal, doctors 
and public witnesses 
who had submitted affi-
davits," he said.

Jain also noted that the 
Commission has record-
ed the statements of 77 
accused arrested for the 
Sambhal riots via video con-
ferencing from Moradabad 
jail. He said that statements 
of other accused, once they 
are arrested, will also be re-
corded as part of the ongo-
ing investigation.

Asked about the time-
line for submitting the 
report, Jain refrained 
from providing a specif-
ic date, saying it is still 
uncertain "when the fi-
nal report will be com-
pleted".

Judicial panel records 
statements of officials, 

eyewitnesses
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PTI, NEW DELHI:  The En-
forcement Directorate has 
restored assets worth Rs 274 
crore in a money laundering 
investigation linked to an al-
leged bank loan fraud.

The case pertains to a 
company named PSL Lim-
ited. The money laundering 
case of 2020 stems from a 
CBI FIR which was filed on 
a complaint by the Bank of 
Baroda, Mumbai against the 
said company and its direc-
tors on charges of criminal 
conspiracy, cheating and 
criminal misconduct.

The directors of PSL 
Limited "diverted" loan 
funds of Rs 274.60 crore 
which was nothing but 
proceeds of crime, the fed-
eral agency said in a state-
ment issued on Friday.

The National Company Law 
Tribunal (NCLT) also initiated 
liquidation proceedings against 
PSL Limited in Sept 2020 and 
appointed a liquidator.

ED restores     
Rs 274-cr worth 
assets in bank 

fraud case


