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Traffic police personnel 
stop vehicles on the 
National Highway-44 that 
has been closed due to a 
landslide, near Ramsu in 
Ramban district

Economic Offences 
Wing officials take an 
accused in the New India 
Cooperative Bank Fraud 
case to produce before a 
court, in Mumbai,

Police personnel check 
aspirants who arrived to 
appear in the Rajasthan 
Eligibility Examination 
for Teachers, in Jaipur

Vegetable sellers 
wait for customers on 
the bank of Dal Lake 
in the backdrop of 
ranges covered in fresh 
snowfall, in Srinagar

FLYING MELON

PTI, MUMBAI: Thirst 
forced the accused in the 
Swargate bus rape case to 
leave the field he was hid-
ing in and approach a house 
to seek water, but the own-
er, brother of a police con-
stable, promptly alerted the 
police teams who were on 
his trail, leading to the ar-
rest, officials said on Friday.

Dattatray Ramdas Gade 
(37), who was on the run 
since Tuesday morning, was 
nabbed around Thursday 
midnight from his native vil-
lage Gunat in Shirur tehsil of 
Pune district. A court on Fri-
day remanded him in police 
custody till March 12. 

A ligature mark was 
found on his neck, and as 
per the preliminary probe, 
he tried to hang himself 
from a tree in the field in 
which he was hiding for 
two days, but the rope 
snapped and the suicide at-
tempt failed, officials said.

Police had pressed into ser-
vice sniffer dogs and drones 
with thermal image cameras 
to hunt for him after realizing 
that he was probably hiding 
in the fields, but finally hu-
man intelligence proved most 
helpful, said an official.

As the police surrounded 

the field, Gade too was ob-
serving them from his hid-
ing place, he said. 

After darkness fell, the 
search operation was halt-
ed. Unable to control the 
thirst, the accused stepped 
out of the field around 9.30 
pm on Thursday, and ap-

proached a nearby house to 
request for water.

The house owner hap-
pened to be the brother of 
a policeman serving with 
Pune police, a senior official 
told PTI. The family did give 
a bottle of water to Gade, but 
the owner then immediately 
called his brother, who con-
tacted his seniors. The search 
was  resumed, and finally the 
accused was captured.

Besides darkness, the 
presence of leopards -- who 
are known to take shelter in 
sugarcane fields -- in Shirur 
area was one of the factors 
that made the operation 
more challenging, said an-
other official. 

Gade, a history-sheeter, 
fled to his native place after 
allegedly sexually assault-
ing a 26-year-old woman 
inside a state transport bus 
at Swargate bus station in 
Pune city in the early hours 
of Tuesday. 

Pune bus rape: Thirst forced 
accused to come out of hiding 

Cop’s brother provided crucial tip-off leading to the arrest

Accused arrested for the alleged sexual assault of a woman 
inside a parked state transport bus at Swargate terminus, being 
produced at a court, in Pune

PTI, MUMBAI:  The Con-
gress and NCP (SP) on 
Friday raised concerns 
over the rape of a woman 
inside a bus in Pune and 
demanded that the Mahar-
ashtra government imple-
ment the Shakti bill, which 
has provisions for the 
death penalty for atroci-
ties against children and 
women.

Talking to reporters, 
former state home min-
ister and NCP (SP) leader 
Anil Deshmukh said the 
Shakti bill, which has pro-
visions for strict punish-
ment for crimes against 
women, was introduced 
and passed by the Maha 
Vikas Aghadi government 
four years ago and is still 
pending approval from the 
Central government.

He said the Shakti bill 
was framed and passed in 
the state legislature, and 
members of all parties 
were part of the legisla-
ture standing committee 
to examine the provisions 
before its passage.

A vendor catches a watermelon while unloading from a mini truck, at Jagdalpur in Bastar 
district, Chhattisgarh

Cong, NCP 
(SP) demand 

Shakti billPTI, NEW DELHI:  The 
Supreme Court on Friday 
said incidents of suicides 
in IITs and IIMs were “ex-
tremely unfortunate” and 
assured a robust mecha-
nism to check such cases.

A bench of Justices 
Surya Kant and N Kotiswar 
Singh was informed by 
senior advocate Indira 
Jaising that in past 14 
months, 18 suicides took 
place in Indian Institutes 
Technology (IITs) and In-
dian Institutes of Manage-
ment (IIMs).

"It is extremely unfor-
tunate what is happening. 
We will create a robust 
mechanism to check this 

situation. We will take this 
issue to the logical conclu-
sion," it said.

Jaising, appearing for 
the mothers of students 
Rohith Vemula and Payal 
Tadvi, who allegedly died 
by suicide after facing 
caste-based discrimina-
tion, said universities and 
colleges hadn't given en-
tire data on suicides tak-
ing place in their campus-
es despite a court order.

While Vemula, a PhD 
scholar at Hyderabad Cen-
tral University died on 
January 17, 2016, Tadvi, 
a student at TN Topiwala 
National Medical College, 
died on May 22, 2019, af-

Extremely unfortunate: SC laments 
suicides in IITs, IIMs

ter she was subjected to 
purported discrimina-
tion by three doctors in 
her college.

Solicitor general 
Tushar Mehta, appear-
ing for the Centre, said 
the University Grants 
Commission (UGC) had 
formulated draft regula-
tions, which took care of 
majority of the concerns 
raised by the petitioners, 
and were uploaded on 
its website inviting sug-
gestions and objections 
from the public.

Jaising said 40 per 
cent of the universities 
and 80 per cent of the 
colleges had not created 
equal opportunity cells 
in their campuses.

PTI, NEW DELHI:  The 
Supreme Court on Friday 
refused to hear a plea of 
the Shiromani Gurdwara 
Parbandhak Committee 
(SGPC) against the tem-
porary release of Dera 
Sacha Sauda chief Gur-
meet Ram Rahim Singh.

A bench of Justices B R 
Gavai and Prashant Ku-
mar Mishra had a plea 
before them challenging 
the Punjab and Haryana 
High Court order.

The bench noted Sin-
gh's counsel objection to 
the maintainability of the 
PIL before the high court, 
which it disposed of, on 
the ground that it was 
filed against a single per-

son, who was Singh.
"In that view of the 

matter, we are not in-
clined to consider the 
present petition," the 
bench said.

Singh is serving a 20-
year jail term for raping 
two of his disciples. The 
SGPC moved the apex court 
against a August 2024 or-
der of the high court.

The high court dis-
posed of the SGPC's PIL 
observing in case an ap-
plication was filed by Sin-
gh for temporary release, 
the same should be con-
sidered by the competent 
authority without any 
"arbitrariness or favour-
tism".

SC refuses to hear plea 
against temporary release 
of Gurmeet Ram Rahim

PTI, INDORE:  The trial 
incineration of 10 tonnes 
of waste linked to the 
1984 Bhopal Gas Tragedy 
commenced on Friday in 
Pithampur area of Madhya 
Pradesh's Dhar district 
with initial reports indi-
cating that air quality and 
other monitored parame-
ters remained within nor-
mal ranges, officials said 
here.

This trial disposal, which 

involves 10 tonnes out of a 
total of 337 tonnes of haz-
ardous waste, is being con-
ducted following directives 
from the Madhya Pradesh 
High Court.

"We started the process 
of burning 10 tonnes of 
waste in the designated 
plant's incinerator at 3pm 
under strict monitoring of 
the MP Pollution Control 
Board. All reports are nor-
mal at present. Air quality 

and other parameters are 
normal," Indore division 
commissioner Deepak 
Singh, who visited the 
site, told reporters.

On January 6, the HC 
had directed the state 
government to take steps 
within six weeks to dis-
pose of the waste by fol-
lowing safety guidelines. 
In its order of Febru-
ary 18, MP Chief Justice 
Suresh Kumar Kait and 

Justice Vivek Jain had di-
rected that the state gov-
ernment undertake "first 
trial run of 10 metric ton 
by taking all protocols 
into consideration" on 
February 27.

"If there is no adverse 
effect, the second trial run 
will take place on March 4, 
followed by the third trial 
run on March 10. There-
after, based on results of 
same, after the due tests, 

they will continue to dis-
pose of the remaining 
waste and file the status 
report," the HC said.

The Supreme Court had, 
on February 27, refused 
to interfere with the order 
of the Madhya Pradesh 
High Court to transfer and 
dispose of the waste. The 
bench of Justice BR Gavai 
and Justice AG Masih had 
also refused to stay the 
test process.

All parameters normal after trials of Union 
Carbide toxic waste disposal begins: Officials

PTI, IMPHAL: Amid mass 
surrender of firearms 
by village volunteers in 
strife-torn Manipur, un-
identified militants on 
Friday opened fire at a 
Meitei religious site in Im-
phal East district from ad-
joining hills, officials said.

However, no casualties 
were reported in the in-
cident.

The incident took place 
around 9.30 am when a 
group of devotees, un-
der heavy security cover, 
visited Kongba Maru, a 
sacred site for Meiteis, to 
offer prayers, they said.

A total of seven rounds 
were fired from adjoining 
hills but no person was 
injured in the incident, 
the officials said, adding 
additional security forc-
es have been sent to the 
spot.

After the firing incident, 
irate locals from nearby 
villages came out on the 
streets and blocked ve-
hicular traffic to register 
their protest.

Kongba Maru had ear-
lier witnessed vandalism 

of temple properties by 
miscreants allegedly from 
the adjoining hill areas of 
Kangpokpi district.

Earlier in the day, Gov-
ernor Ajay Kumar Bhalla 
extended the deadline for 

the surrender of looted 
and illegal firearms till 4 
pm on March 6 following 
demands by people from 
both hill and valley areas 
for additional time, an of-
ficial statement said.

Militants open fire at Meitei 
religious site in Imphal

109 WEAPONS SURRENDERED IN FOUR 
MANIPUR DISTRICTS

PTI, IMPHAL: A total of 109 different types of 
weapons, along with various ammunition and other 
miscellaneous items, were surrendered by the public 
to police and security forces in four districts of strife-
torn Manipur, police said on Friday. At Saikul police 
station in Kangpokpi district, one 9mm CB1A1 pistol, 
one 9mm magazine, one grenade, cartridges, and two 
wireless sets, along with other items, were surren-
dered on Thursday. Weapons, including one SBBL gun, 
were surrendered at Phougakchao Ikhai police station 
in Bishnupur district. Additionally, arms and ammuni-
tion were surrendered in various police stations in 
Imphal West and Imphal East districts, police added.
On February, Governor Ajay Kumar Bhalla had urged 
people of the state to voluntarily surrender looted 
and illegally held weapons within seven days, as-
suring no punitive action would be initiated against 
those giving up arms during this period. More than 
250 people have been killed and thousands rendered 
homeless in ethnic violence between Imphal valley-
based Meiteis and adjoining hills-based Kuki-Zo 
groups since May 2023.
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