
xxx xxx xxx 

GOA, FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2025 7voice of india
The wreckaage of the 
auto-rickshaw that 
collided with a truck in 
Shahpur in Arrah district, 
wherein four people were 
killed in the accident

Youth Tipra Federation, 
youth wing of the Tipra 
Motha Party, supporters 
shout slogans during its 
first plenary session, in 
Agartala, Tripura 

A staffer carries copies 
of the Comptroller and 
Auditor General of India 
(CAG) report during 
the Budget session of 
Jharkhand Assembly

Candidates stand in queue 
to undergo security 
checks before appearing 
for Rajasthan Eligibility 
Examination for Teachers 
(REET), in Bikaner

PTI, NEW DELHI:  Flagging 
the issue of household in-
debtedness, the Congress on 
Thursday said the root cause 
of such a "deep-seated" ma-
laise was the stagnation in 
real wages and claimed the 
government had failed to ac-
knowledge the "crisis".

Congress president 
Mallikarjun Kharge claimed 
a hundred crore Indians 
did not have any extra in-
come to spend and alleged 
that Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi's version of Viksit 
Bharat emptied ordinary In-
dians' pockets and filled the 
coffers of select billionaires.

India is staring at a global 
tariff war and trade barri-
ers and the Union budget 
announcements have 
turned out to be a "damp 
squib", he further said.

Congress general secre-
tary in-charge communica-
tions Jairam Ramesh cited 
the recently-released Indus 

Valley Annual Report 2025, 
an examination of India's 
economic landscape and 
start-up ecosystem by VC 
firm Blume Ventures, to at-
tack the government.

The report offers a gran-
ular look into the Indian 
economy, he said and as-
serted that its most wor-
rying implications were for 
India's household finances.

Ramesh said India's recov-

ery from COVID-19 was based 
on consumption growth that 
was driven by loans.

Consumer loans in the 
post-Covid years were 
about 18 per cent of the 
Private Final Consumption 
Expenditure, he said.

In this time, personal 
loans replaced industry 
loans as the biggest seg-
ment of non-food borrow-
ing, Ramesh said.

"This was a reflection of 
the slowing private invest-
ment levels. Much of this 
indebtedness was due to 
the rise in small ticket per-
sonal loans from non-bank-
ing financial companies -- 
they comprise 82 per cent 
of the new personal loans 
originated in 2024," he said 
citing the report.

Credit growth has now 
created a household in-
debtedness crisis instead 
of continuing to fuel con-
sumption, Ramesh said.

Household debt to GDP has 
hit an all-time high of nearly 
43 per cent, he claimed.

"As a flipside to the 
household indebtedness, 
households are saving 
less - especially financially. 
Household share of savings 
dropped from 84 per cent 
in FY 2000 to 61 per cent 
in FY 2023, reflecting an 
increase in uninvested cor-
porate profits," he said.

Cong slams govt over rising 
household debt, calls it a crisis

PTI, CHENNAI: Upping the 
ante against alleged Hindi 
imposition by the Centre, 
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister 
M K Stalin on Thursday said 
the state will not allow the 
forcing of the language on it 
and vowed to protect Tamil 
and its culture.

“Will oppose Hindi im-
position. Hindi is the mask, 
Sanskrit is the hidden 
face,” he said in a letter to 
party workers.

The ruling DMK has been 
alleging Hindi imposition 
by the Centre through the 
3-language formula as part 
of the National Education 
Policy (NEP), a charge de-
nied by the union govern-
ment. The issue has since 
become a bone of con-
tention between the two, 
prompting Stalin to declare 
the state was even ready for 
“another language war,” like 
the anti-Hindi agitation the 

DMK spearheaded in 1965.
Tamil Nadu is opposing 

NEP because the Centre is 
trying to impose Hindi and 
Sanskrit through the edu-
cation policy, he added.

Countering BJP's conten-
tion that the third language 
according to the NEP could 

be even a foreign one, Sta-
lin claimed that according 
to the 3-language policy 
schedule, “only Sanskrit is 
being promoted in many 
states.” BJP-ruled Rajasthan 
was appointing Sanskrit 
teachers instead of Urdu in-
structors, he claimed.

Hindi is mask, Sanskrit the face, says 
TN chief minister M K Stalin

AICC, Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge with party leaders 
Rahul Gandhi and KC Venugopal during a meeting with Assam 
top leaders, in New Delhi

STALIN’S REMARKS ON HINDI IMPOSITION SHALLOW 
ATTEMPT TO DIVIDE SOCIETY: ASHWINI

PTI, NEW DELHI:  I&B Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw on 
Thursday described Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M K Stalin's 
remarks on "Hindi imposition" as a "shallow attempt" to 
divide society to hide his government's poor governance 
and wondered whether Congress leader Rahul Gandhi 
shared the DMK leader's views. "Poor governance will 
never be hidden by such shallow attempts to divide soci-
ety," Vaishnaw said in a post on X, responding to Stalin's 
letter to DMK cadre. In the letter, Stalin claimed many 
north Indian languages spoken in Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and 
Madhya Pradesh such as Maithili, Brajbhasha, Bundeli and 
Awadhi "have been destroyed by the hegemonic Hindi".
Vaishnaw wondered whether Gandhi, the Leader of the 
Opposition in the Lok Sabha agreed with Stalin.

PTI, MEDININAGAR: 
A member of a banned 
Maoist outfit, who was 
involved in an encounter 
in which two policemen 
were killed last year, was 
arrested in Jharkhand's 
Palamu district, an of-
ficer said on Thursday.

A special police team 
picked up Upendra Bhu-
iyan when he was going 
to Nagad village to meet 
his family on Wednesday, 
Superintendent of Police 
Reeshma Ramesan said in 
a press conference here.

The 26-year-old Tritya 
Sammelan Prastuti Com-
mittee (TSPC) member was 
allegedly involved in an en-
counter on May 26 last year, 
that left two policemen 
dead, Ramesan said.

She said the police 
were searching for the 
Maoist activist for the 
last five years.

About a dozen cases 
were registered under 
various police stations 

Member of outlawed 
Maoist outfit arrested 
in Jharkhand’s Palamu

in Chatra, Latehar and Pal-
amu districts, the SP said.

PTI, MORADABAD: A 
Class 3 student at a pri-
mary school here alleg-
edly suffered a severe eye 
injury, leading to a loss of 
vision in one eye, with ac-
cusations directed towards 
the school principal, an ed-
ucation department official 
said on Thursday.

Authorities have initi-
ated an inquiry into the 
incident that happened on 
Tuesday at Bhogpur Mi-
thoni Primary School after 
the victim's mother, Jyoti 
Kashyap, lodged a com-
plaint against the principal, 
Geeta Karal, to the District 
Magistrate.

In her complaint, she 
claimed that her daugh-
ter, Himanshi, was blind-
ed due to the severe in-
juries inflicted by the 
principal.

However, Principal Gee-
ta Karal denied the allega-

tions, saying Himanshi al-
ready had a weak eyesight.

She said,” The injury oc-
curred when a classmate, 
Benazeer, was completing 
her work and accidental-
ly struck Himanshi's face 
with her elbow, causing 
swelling in her eye.” The 
situation escalated when 
Himanshi's mother visited 
the school the same day, 
requesting a medical certif-
icate from the principal.

When her request was 
denied, Jyoti allegedly 
threatened the principal. 
The principal clarified that 
she was not authorised to 
issue any medical reports.

In response to the in-
cident, Moradabad Basic 
Siksha Adhikari (BSA) Ajit 
Kumar said on Thursday 
that an inquiry had been 
initiated under the super-
vision of Additional BSA 
Shivam Gupta.

Class 3 student allegedly 
loses vision after 

principal’s thrashing

PTI, GUWAHATI: An earth-
quake of 5 magnitude jolt-
ed the central part of As-
sam on Thursday morning, 
an official bulletin said.

There is no immediate 
report of any injury to any-
one or damage to any prop-
erty, officials said.

A National Center for Seis-
mology report said the quake 
was recorded at 2:25 am 
in Morigaon district on the 
southern bank of Brahmapu-
tra, at a depth of 16 km.

The exact location of the 
epicentre of the earthquake 
is around 52 km east from 

Guwahati in central Assam.
People in the neighbour-

ing Kamrup Metropolitan, 
Nagaon, East Karbi Anglong, 
West Karbi Anglong, Hojai, 
Dima Hasao, Golaghat, Jorhat, 
Sivasagar, Cachar, Karimganj, 
Hailakandi, Dhubri, South Sal-
mara-Mankachar and Goalpa-
ra districts also felt the jolt.

Darrang, Tamulpur, 
Sonitpur, Kamrup, 
Biswanath, Udalguri, Nal-
bari, Bajali, Barpeta, Baksa, 
Chirang, Kokrajhar, Bongai-
gaon and Lakhimpur on the 
northern bank of Brahma-
putra too felt the tremor.

5.0 magnitude quake 
jolts Assam, no casualties

PTI

PTI,  JAMMU:  Security 
forces on Thursday extend-
ed the cordon and search 
operation to new areas 
near the Line of Control 
(LoC) in the Sunderba-
ni sector of Jammu and 
Kashmir's Rajouri district 
to flush out terrorists who 
opened fire on an Army ve-
hicle the previous day, offi-
cials said.

A fresh operation was 
also launched in Day-
alachak near the Interna-
tional Border in the Hi-
ranagar sector of Kathua 
district after security forc-
es intercepted a suspicious 
frequency wireless set, the 
officials said.

An Army vehicle came 
under fire from suspected 
terrorists hiding in a forest 
area near Phal village in 
the Sunderbani sector on 

Wednesday, prompting a 
massive search operation 
by the Army and police. 

The search operation 
continues in Phal and was 
extended to new areas this 
morning to flush out the 
hiding terrorists, the offi-
cials said, adding there was 
no contact with the terror-
ists so far. 

They said the security 
forces are using latest tech-
nology, drones and sniffer 
dogs to hunt down the ter-
rorists in the dense forests.

In a post on X on Thursday, 
the Army's Jammu-based 
White Knight Corps said, 
“Terrorists opened fire at 
an Indian Army convoy in 
Sunderbani, Akhnoor, yes-
terday (Wednesday). The 
firing was ineffective and 
our own troops responded 
swiftly. 

After firing on Army vehicle, 
anti-terrorist operation 

continues near LoC in J&K


