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PTI, PATNA: With less than 
a year left for assembly 
polls, Bihar Chief Minister 
Nitish Kumar on Wednes-
day inducted seven new 
faces into his council of 

ministers, all from alliance 
partner BJP.

The expansion, which 
could be the last before the 
elections are announced, 
raises the total number of 

Ahead of assembly polls, Nitish 
inducts 7 new ministers, all from BJP

ministers to 36, the max-
imum permissible in the 
state with a 243-strong 
assembly.

 Governor Arif Moham-
mad Khan administered 
the oath of office to the 
new ministers who all are 
members of the assembly. 
The state also has a legis-
lative council.

The development took 
place on a day state BJP 
president Dilip Jaiswal, 
the former minister for 
revenue and landforms, 
gave up his cabinet 
berth citing the party's 
policy of "one person, 
one post". 

The new ministers in-
clude Jibesh Kumar, who 
was a member of the state 
Cabinet till August 2022, 
when the chief minister 
abruptly quit the NDA, ac-
cusing the BJP of trying to 
"break" his JD(U).

Jibesh Kumar, who re-
turns to the state cabinet 
with just two days left 
for the commencement 
of the budget session, 
told reporters: "I am 
ready to discharge the 
responsibility to the best 
of my ability".

Other inductees are 
Sanjay Saraogi, a fifth-
term MLA from Darb-
hanga, and Sunil Kumar, 
who represents Bihar 
Sharif, in the CM's pock-
et borough Nalanda, for 
as many times, thrice 
on a JD(U) ticket before 
crossing over to the BJP 
in 2015.

"I look forward to dis-
charging the new respon-
sibility. Earlier, I used 
to pose questions to the 
government. Now, I shall 
be expected to reply to 
queries from fellow mem-
bers," said Saraogi.

Another former JD(U) 
face was Raju Kumar 
Singh, the MLA from Sa-
hebganj in Muzaffarpur, 
who had won the seat 
in 2020 on a ticket of 
Vikassheel Insan Party 
(VIP), floated by former 
Bollywood set designer 
Mukesh Sahni.

The VIP had won al-
together three seats 
but all the MLAs joined 
BJP two years ago after 
Sahni burnt his bridges 
with the saffron party, 
losing his cabinet berth 
in the bargain.


