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Under-Secretary-
General for UN Peace 
Operations Jean-Pierre 
Lacroix addresses a 
press conference, in 
New Delhi

Railways Minister 
Ashwini Vaishnaw 
during a meeting with 
Delhi Chief Minister 
Rekha Gupta, in  
New Delhi

Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam 
chief and actor Vijay with 
Jan Suraaj chief Prashant 
Kishor at TVK’s 2nd 
anniversary celebrations, 
in Mamallapuram, TN

Assam CM Himanta 
Biswa Sarma speaks 
during the Advantage 
Assam 2.0 Investment & 
Infrastructure Summit 
2025, in Guwahati
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Congress leader Shashi Tharoor presents the N 
Ramachandran Foundation award to Bollywood actor 
Shabana Azmi during a ceremony, in Thiruvananthapuram, 
on Wednesday

PTI, NEW DELHI: The Enforcement 
Directorate on Wednesday said it 
raided three visa consultant firms 
in Ludhiana and Chandigarh as part 
of a money laundering investigation 
linked to alleged fraud in providing 
immigration services to aspirants 
who wish to go to the US.

T h e 
c a s e 
e m e r g -
es from 
FIRs filed 

by Punjab and Delhi police on the 
complaint by the office of the Over-
seas Criminal Investigations, US 
Embassy in Delhi.

This complaint stated that 
"fraudulent" activities were per-
petrated by companies like Red 
Leaf Immigration Private Limited, 
Overseas Partner Education Con-
sultants and some others.

In a statement, the federal agen-
cy said searches were carried out 
on Tuesday at five business and 
residential premises in Ludhiana, 

Punjab and Chandigarh of the two 
companies apart from a third firm 
– Infowiz Software Solution – and 
some others.

Incriminating documents, digi-
tal devices and Rs 19 lakh in cash 
were seized during the searches,  
it said.

The accused entities and peo-
ple running them had "forged" 
the education certificates/expe-
rience letters of "ineligible" visa 
applicants who were aspiring to 
study or work in the United States  
of America.

They transferred funds to the 

accounts of the visa applicants to 
show a "minimum" account bal-
ance for visa application and they 
"wrongfully" helped such persons 
to show their eligibility for obtain-
ing a visa for the United States of 
America by "manipulating" their 
facts and circumstances, the ED 
found. The accused charged com-
mission from the aspirants for this 
job, it said.

The accused entities charged 
"hefty" amounts from visa appli-
cants and proceeds of crime were 
generated through such criminal 
activities. These funds were further 
invested for the purchase of mova-
ble and immovable properties and 
"diverted" into various bank ac-
counts, according to the agency.

The issue of illegal immigration 
and human trafficking made head-
lines again recently after the US 
deported several Indians on their 
military planes according to the 
new policy declared by President 
Donald Trump. 

Illegal US immigration: ED raids 
visa firms in Punjab, Chandigarh

 Red Leaf Immigration Private Limited
 Overseas Partner Education Consultants
 Infowiz Software Solution
 Other unnamed firms

COMPANIES UNDER INVESTIGATION:

ALLEGATIONS  
AGAINST COMPANIES

 Forgery of documents – Fake ed-
ucation certificates and experience 
letters for ineligible visa applicants

 Financial manipulation – Trans-
fer of funds to applicants' accounts 
to meet visa balance requirements

 Visa fraud – Helping ineligible 
individuals secure US visas through 
deceptive means

 Money laundering – Illegal 
proceeds used for investments and 
diverted to multiple accounts

DEPORTATION 
FALLOUT

PTI, NEW DELHI: India has success-
fully test fired a first-of-its-kind naval 
anti-ship missile from Chandipur off 
the coast of Odisha.

The trials carried out on Tuesday 
demonstrated the missile's capabil-
ity against ship targets, the defence 
ministry said.

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh 
congratulated the Defence Research 
and Development Organisation 
(DRDO) and the Indian Navy for suc-
cessfully conducting the flight tests of 
the missile.

The DRDO and the Navy carried 
out successful flight-trials of first-
of-its-kind Naval Anti-Ship missile 
(NASM-SR) from Integrated Test 

Range, Chandipur, the ministry said.
"The trials demonstrated the mis-

sile's capability against ship targets 
while launched from an Indian Naval 
Sea King helicopter," the ministry said.

It said the "trials have proven the 
missile's Man-in-Loop feature and 
scored a direct hit on a small ship 
target in sea-skimming mode at its 
maximum range." 

The missile uses an indige-
nous imaging infra-red seeker for  
terminal guidance.

The mission also has demonstrated 
the high bandwidth two way datalink 
system, which is used to transmit the 
seeker live images back to the pilot 
for in-flight retargeting, the ministry 
said in a statement.

The missile has been developed 
by different labs of DRDO including 
Research Centre Imarat, Defence Re-
search and Development Laborato-
ry, High Energy Materials Research 
Laboratory and Terminal Ballistics 
Research Laboratory. 

India successfully test fires 
naval anti-ship missile

It (Defence Ministry) said the “trials have proven the 
missile's Man-in-Loop feature and scored a direct hit 
on a small ship target in sea-skimming mode at its 

maximum range”

PTI, PUNE: A histo-
ry-sheeter out on bail 
since 2019 allegedly 
raped a 26-year-old wom-
an inside a stationary 
state transport bus at the 
busy Swargate bus station 
in Pune city, police said on 
Wednesday.

As the shocking inci-
dent in the heart of the 
city caused an uproar 
and triggered a protest by 
the opposition Shiv Sena 
(UBT), police formed mul-
tiple teams to track down 
the accused, Dattatraya 
Ramdas Gade (36).

While the opposition 
targeted the Home De-
partment held by Mahar-
ashtra Chief Minister De-
vendra Fadnavis over the 
crime which took place on 
early Tuesday morning, 
the government ordered 
that all private security 
guards at the bus station 
be replaced.

A separate departmen-
tal inquiry has also been 
ordered by the transport 
ministry.

Gade has half a dozen 
cases of theft, robbery 
and chain-snatching reg-

PTI, CHANDIGARH: The Punjab gov-
ernment on Wednesday said it has made 
Punjabi a mandatory subject in all schools 
across the state, regardless of their educa-
tional board affiliation, and asserted that 
education certificates will be considered 
null and void without Punjabi as a main 
subject.

The move came after the AAP govern-
ment accused the BJP-led Centre and the 
CBSE of dropping Punjabi from the list 
of subjects for Class 10 in the new draft 
norms for biannual board exam format 
and dubbed it as a "well-planned conspir-
acy" against Punjab and Punjabi.

Punjab Education Minister Harjot Singh 
Bains said his department has issued a 
fresh notification stating that Punjabi will 
be a main subject in Class 10 in the state 
and if Punjabi is not a main subject in any 
school, then the certificate will be consid-
ered null and void.

This will be applicable to all education 
boards in the state, he added.

Addressing the media here, Bains 
slammed the Central Board of Secondary 
Education (CBSE) for allegedly dropping 
Punjabi from the list of subjects as he re-
ferred to its draft examination policy.

"It is a well-planned conspiracy against 
Punjab, Punjabi and Punjabiyat," he alleged.

The minister said in the CBSE's draft 
norms, science, maths, social science, Hindi 
and English are the main subjects of Class 
10. The regional and foreign languages are 
in one group while the rest of the subjects 
are in the other group, he said.

Bains further claimed that Punjabi was 
removed from the regional languages.

"It means Punjabi is not the main sub-
ject. The main regional language has been 
finished," he alleged.

They (Centre) kept foreign languages 
like Thai, German, French, etc., but they 
forgot to mention Punjabi, he said.

Asserting Punjabi is well-spoken lan-
guage in many states, including Haryana, 
Jammu and Kashmir, Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, 
Himachal Pradesh, Maharashtra and West 
Bengal, Bains said such an important lan-
guage has great culture and history.

"Punjabi is not just a language; it is a 
symbol of our rich cultural heritage, spo-
ken and cherished by millions across the 
country," he said, adding that the current 
situation was an attempt to erase Punjabi 
from the educational landscape.

Bains hit out at the Punjab BJP for term-
ing this issue as a "clerical mistake".

"They played with the emotions of 
Punjab and rubbed salt into the wounds,"  
he said.

Punjab makes Punjabi 
mandatory in all schools

CBSE DRAFT NORMS ROW 

History-sheeter rapes woman inside 
parked state transport bus in Pune

istered against him in Pune 
and adjoining Ahilyanagar 
district, said a Swargate 
police station official, add-
ing he was out on bail since 
2019 in one of the offences.

Govt spent over Rs 400 crore in 10 years to 
contest court cases
NEW DELHI: The government has spent more than Rs 
400 crore to contest court cases during the past 10 
years, official data showed. The central government's 
Rs 66 crore expenditure on litigations in the 2023-
24 financial year was over Rs 9 crore higher than the 
previous fiscal. The amount incurred on litigations 
has gone up since 2014-15, barring two fiscals when 
the Covid pandemic was at its peak, according to 
data shared by the government with the Lok Sabha in 
response to a question in the ongoing Budget session. 
In 2014-15, the cost incurred on litigations stood 
at Rs 26.64 crore while the expenditure for 2015-16 
was Rs 37.43 crore. Between the 2014-15 and the 
2023-24 financial years, the government spent more 
than Rs 409 crore on litigations. Separately, the law 
ministry had earlier this month told the Rajya Sabha 
that the central government is a party in nearly seven 
lakh cases pending across courts, with the Finance 
Ministry alone being one of the litigants in nearly two 
lakh cases. Citing data available on Legal Information 
Management & Briefing System (LIMBS), Law Minister 
Arjun Ram Meghwal said, "There are about seven lakh 
cases pending where the Government of India is a 
party. Out of these, in about 1.9 lakh cases the Ministry 
of Finance is mentioned as a party."

Navi Mumbai cops 
destroy drugs 
worth Rs 10 cr

PTI, MUMBAI: Navi Mum-
bai Police on Wednesday 
destroyed drugs valued at 
Rs 10 crore that had been 
seized in 40 cases in Navi 
Mumbai, officials said.

The destruction of the 
banned substances was car-
ried out at a facility in Taloja 
in the presence of the Ma-
harashtra Forest Minister 
Ganesh Naik, MLA Prashant 
Thakur, Navi Mumbai Po-
lice Commissioner Milind 
Bharambe and other sen-
ior police officials.  In 2023 
and 2024, the authorities 
confiscated drugs valued 
at Rs 56 crore in connec-
tion with 1,143 cases and 
arrested 1,743 persons. 


