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PTI, CHENNAI: Amid the 
ongoing Hindi imposition 
row, Tamil Nadu Chief Min-
ister M K Stalin on Tuesday 

said the state was ‘ready’ for 
‘another language war’ and 
also announced convening 
an all-party meet on March 

5 to discuss the Lok Sabha 
delimitation issue. 

Tamil Nadu was facing 
the "threat" of losing 8 seats 

as the state has successful-
ly implemented the family 
planning programme that 
led to population control, 

Ready for another language war: Stalin
Convenes all-party meet on March 5 to discuss Lok Sabha delimitation issue

he said while addressing 
reporters after chairing a 
Cabinet meet at the Sec-
retariat here.

About 40 political par-
ties registered with the 
Election Commission of 
India have been invited 
for the all-party meeting, 
he said and appealed for 
unity, overcoming politi-
cal differences.

Responding, BJP state 
president K Annamalai 
said Stalin was now try-
ing to "shift the narrative" 
with the "imaginary fear" 
regarding delimitation as 
people of the state had 
rejected his argument on 
the three-language poli-
cy. He indicated that the 
BJP may not attend the 
all-party meet.

Asked if the March 5 
meeting will discuss the 
three-language policy, a 
bone of contention be-
tween the NDA-led Cen-
tre and the Tamil Nadu 
government in light of the 
National Education Policy 
(NEP), Stalin said that to 
raise voice in the Parlia-
ment on issues like NEP, 
central funds and NEET, 
adequate number of MPs 
was required.

"Because, in the name 
of delimitation, a sword 
is hanging over southern 
states," he said.

The state was leading 
in all development indi-
ces, but now faced the 
"threat" of losing out on 
the Lok Sabha seats post 
delimitation as the pro-
cess would be based on 
the state's population.

"Tamil Nadu succeed-
ed in population control 

through the family plan-
ning programme. Just be-
cause population is less, 
there is a situation of the 
Lok Sabha seats being cut 
down (in TN). We stand to 
lose 8 seats and as a result, 
we would be having only 31 
MPs, and not the 39 (pres-
ent number)," he added.

"Our representation (in 
Parliament) will reduce, 
Tamil Nadu's voice is be-
ing stifled. This is a matter 
of Tamil Nadu's rights. All 
leaders and political par-
ties should jointly speak 
across party lines on the 
issue," the CM added.

Responding to a query 
if the Centre was "sowing 
the seeds for another lan-
guage war," in light of the 
alleged Hindi imposition, 
Stalin replied, "Yes, cer-
tainly. We are ready for it."

The ruling DMK has 
been opposed to the 
three-language policy 
and has been insisting 
Tamil Nadu was content 
with Tamil and English, 
and has accused the BJP-
led NDA government at 
the Centre of "imposing 
Hindi," a charge denied 
by the union government. 

The "language war" 
refers to the DMK's an-
ti-Hindi agitation in 1965, 
when the Dravidian party 
successfully campaigned 
against the alleged impo-
sition of the language on 
the Tamil people.

In a copy of the invi-
tation for the all-party 
meeting uploaded on his 
'X' page, Stalin highlight-
ed the various issues the 
state was facing, including 
central fund allocation.

PTI, HARDOI (UP): Sa-
majwadi Party leader 
Abdullah Azam Khan 
walked out of the Har-
doi jail in Uttar Pradesh 
on Tuesday on bail after 
spending 17 months be-
hind bars, with his par-
ty's leaders and support-
ers flocking outside the 
prison to welcome him.

Abdullah Khan is a for-
mer MLA from the Suar 
constituency in Rampur 
and the son of incarcer-
ated veteran SP leader 
and former state cabinet 
minister Azam Khan.

Around noon, Abdul-
lah, wearing a white 
kurta-pyjama with a 
dark-coloured sleeveless 
waistcoat and sporting 
a neatly made ponytail, 
was escorted out of the 
prison complex by secu-
rity personnel.

While Abdullah Khan 
did not speak to the 
media, his lawyer, Sat-
nam Singh Nattu, said, 
"As the entire country 
knows, Mohammad 
Azam Khan and his fam-
ily were persecuted and 
imprisoned. Today, we 
thank God, Allah and 
Waheguru for paving 
the way for Abdullah 
Bhai's release. He will 
finally walk free and re-
turn home today."

As news of the former 

SP leader Abdullah 
Azam Khan walks 

out of jail
MLA's release spread, his 
supporters started gath-
ering outside the prison, 
along with Moradabad MP 
and SP leader Ruchi Veera.

After being released 
from prison, Abdullah 
Azam Khan along with 
the convoy of his sup-
porters reached his resi-
dence on Jail Road at 4.10 
pm and greeted his sup-
porters. When reporters 
tried to talk to him, he re-
plied that he would speak 
to them later.

MP/MLA special mag-
istrate trial court Judge 
Shobhit Bansal recently 
granted Abdullah Azam 
Khan bail in a case related 
to enemy property reg-
istered in 2020. Over the 
years, 45 cases, including 
one related to machine 
theft, have been registered 
against Abdullah Azam 
Khan, and he has secured 
bail in all of them. 


