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WILD ELEGANCE

xxx xxx xxx Jharkhand Assembly 
Speaker Rabindra Nath 
Mahto welcomes Guv 
Santosh Gangwar on the 
first day of the Budget 
Session, in Ranchi

Students being checked 
as they arrive to appear 
for the Uttar Pradesh 
Madhyamik Shiksha 
Parishad (UP Board) 
examinations, in Meerut

Police detain Teachers 
Eligibility Test (TET) and 
Teachers Aptitude Test 
(TAT) cadidates during a 
protest demanding their 
recruitments, in Gandhinagar

Women Peacekeeper 
of the Global South 
during a meeting with 
President Droupadi 
Murmu at Rashtrapati 
Bhawan in New Delhi 

Students perform during a Bharatanatyam programme, in 
Chikmagalur, Karnataka

Nigerian woman, autorickshaw driver held  
with mephedrone worth Rs 1.04 cr
PALGHAR: A Nigerian woman and an autorickshaw driver 
were arrested in Palghar allegedly with mephedrone 
worth Rs 1.04 crore, a senior police official said on 
Monday. The duo was held on February 22 from Pragati 
Nagar area in Nalasopara following a tip-off, Assistant 
Commissioner of Police Madan Ballal said. "We seized 520 
grams of mephedrone worth Rs 1.04 crore. They have 
been charged under Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic 
Substances Act and further probe into the peddling 
network is underway," the ACP said.

Odisha man arrested for duping people with 
promise to double money in 10 months
BHUBANESWAR: The economic offences wing of Odisha 
Police arrested a man for allegedly duping people by 
collecting deposits with the false promise of doubling 
their money in 10 months, police said. The accused, 
identified as Dhanajaya Sahoo, was arrested in Hyderabad 
and brought to Odisha on remand on Monday.  A case has 
been registered against him under various sections of the 
IPC and the Banning of Unregulated Deposit Schemes 
Act, police added. He was arrested following a complaint 
by Govinda Chandra Sahoo of Jajpur district, who had 
deposited money with Mutual Alliance Global Private 
Limited, a company owned by Dhanajaya.

Manipur Governor distributes state  
Kala Akademi awards
IMPHAL: Governor Ajay Kumar Bhalla on Monday 
distributed Manipur State Kala Akademi (MSKA) annual 
awards and fellowships to distinguished personalities who 
contributed to Manipuri art and culture in various forms.
Speaking at the event at Raj Bhavan, Bhalla said, "I had 
heard and read about Manipuri art and culture, but today, 
I have witnessed firsthand why it is renowned across the 
world." "Manipur is known for its richness and diversity in 
the field of art and culture. While classical Manipuri dance 
is renowned worldwide, Lai Haraoba and other folk dances 
from both the valley and the hills vividly showcase the depth 
and richness of our ancient cultural heritage," he added. 

Three youths killed as truck hits bike in UP
UNNAO (UP): Three youths, including two teenage twins, 
were killed after an unidentified truck hit their motorcycle 
on the Bihar-Buxar road near Sarai Manihar village in Uttar 
Pradesh's Unnao district, police said on Monday. The 
deceased have been identified as Sarfaraz (22) and twin 
brothers Arbaaz Khan (16) and Adil Khan (16), Additional 
Superintendent of Police Akhilesh Singh said. According 
to police, the accidents took place on Sunday night when 
the trio was returning home from Digpalganj Pathai in 
Raebareli district, where they worked as confectioners.

MCD announces house-tax waiver  
for Delhi residents
NEW DELHI: The Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD) 
has announced a house-tax waiver scheme, allowing 
residents to clear their house-tax dues of 2024-25 
and have all previous pending taxes written off. The 
announcement was made at a press conference here on 
Monday by MCD Mayor Mahesh Khichi, Deputy Mayor 
Ravinder Bhardwaj, Leader of the House Mukesh Goel and 
senior Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) leader and Rajya Sabha MP 
Sanjay Singh. The AAP-led civic body's proposal, which 
aims at easing financial burdens on citizens and curbing 
corruption in tax collection, is set to be passed in the MCD 
House on Tuesday. 

Three women killed in TN fireworks  
unit explosion
DHARMAPURI (TAMIL NADU): Three women were killed 
in an explosion at a fireworks factory in this district on 
Monday, with Chief Minister M K Stalin expressing grief 
over the incident. The incident happened in a private unit 
at Kambainallur village in this district and the victims were 
killed on the spot. In Chennai, Stalin expressed grief over 
the incident and condoled the death of the three women.
In a statement, he announced an ex-gratia of Rs four 
lakh each to the families of the deceased from the Chief 
Minister's Public Relief Fund.

19 pilgrims injured as bus overturns in UP
KAUSHAMBI (UP): Nineteen people were injured when a 
bus carrying devotees returning from the Maha Kumbh 
overturned in Uttar Pradesh's Kaushambi district on 
Monday. Station house officer (SHO) of Kada Dham police 
station, Dhirendra Singh, said the pilgrims from Sagar and 
Damoh districts in Madhya Pradesh had come to take a 
dip at the Triveni Sangam in Prayagraj. 

PTI, CHANDIGARH:  Pun-
jab Congress leader Par-
tap Singh Bajwa Monday 
claimed that 32 AAP MLAs 
were in touch with him to 
switch sides. Hitting back, 
the ruling AAP's state unit 
president Aman Arora 
claimed that it was Bajwa 
who made an "advance 
booking" to join the BJP.

Speaking to reporters out-
side the Punjab Assembly, 
Bajwa also claimed that Chief 
Minister Bhagwant Mann was 
in touch with the BJP. "When 
(Arvind) Kejriwal decides to 
remove him, he (Mann) will 
pack his bags and join them 
(BJP)," he claimed.

The leader of the oppo-
sition in the state assembly 
asserted that in his 45 years 
of political experience, he 
has never made any wrong 
statement. "We had earli-
er said the Congress does 

not have any intention to 
topple this (AAP) govern-
ment," he said.

"I am saying this again, 
32 MLAs are in touch with 
me. Not only MLAs, but 
even ministers are in touch 
with me. Aman Arora is 
also aware of this matter," 
claimed Bajwa.

"They (AAP MLAs) all 
know that this is their last 
term. They are looking for 
new parties to get tickets. I 
am in touch with them (32 
MLAs). We will see who 
is to be brought in, who is 

likely to win the polls and 
who is not. It will happen at 
an appropriate time."

Lashing out at Mann, the 
Qadian MLA claimed that 
the chief minister remained 
"absent" from the House on 
the first day of the two-day 
session of the Punjab As-
sembly, which began here 
on Monday.

Cabinet Minister Aro-
ra slammed Bajwa for his 
claims and alleged that it 
was the leader of the op-
position who would join 
the BJP. "Bajwa Ji's joining 

the BJP is almost certain. 
He has already made his 
advance booking with the 
BJP," he said in a post on X.

Arora said Congress lead-
er Rahul Gandhi should ask 
Bajwa what he was doing in 
Bengaluru a few days ago 
and which senior BJP lead-
ers he met.

Later in a statement, Aro-
ra lashed out at Bajwa, al-
leging that the Qadian MLA 
switching over to the BJP 
is almost certain. The AAP 
leader accused Bajwa of be-
traying the people's man-
date and focusing solely on 
his personal ambitions.

"Partap Bajwa has al-
ready secured his advance 
booking with the BJP. I urge 
Rahul Gandhi to question 
Bajwa what was he doing 
in Bengaluru recently and 
which senior BJP leaders he 
met there?" Arora posed.

32 AAP MLAs, ministers in touch 
with me: Punjab Cong leader Bajwa

I am saying this again, 
32 MLAs are in touch 

with me. Not only MLAs, but 
even ministers are in touch 
with me. Aman Arora is also 
aware of this matter
— Pratap Singh Bajwa,
Punjab Congress leader

PTI, KOTTAYAM (KER-
ALA):  A court in this 
district remanded BJP 
leader P C George to ju-
dicial custody on Mon-
day in a hate speech case 
after sending him to po-
lice custody until 6 pm 
the same day.

The Erattupetta Mun-
sif Magistrate Court 
rejected George's bail 
application earlier in 
the day. He was shifted 
to a prisoner's facility at 
Kottayam Government 
Medical College after a 
medical examination. 
He was subjected to 
questioning by senior 
police officers, police 
sources said.

George, a former MLA, 
surrendered before the 
Court around 11 am. The 
case was taken up for 
consideration at 12.30 
pm, followed by argu-
ments from both sides.

BJP leader George 
jailed for hate speech

After hearing the submis-
sions, the court adjourned 
the case for further consider-
ation at 2 pm.

George's lawyer argued that 
the BJP leader did not "incite 
religious hatred or hurt reli-
gious sentiments", asserting 
that custodial interrogation or 
evidence collection was unnec-
essary.

The prosecution, how-
ever, presented details of 
George's previous cases, 
stating that he had violated 
bail conditions.

A parrot perches on a 'Palas' flower, in Bastar, Chhattisgarh

PTI, LUCKNOW: The 
Uttar Pradesh Assem-
bly witnessed a ruckus 
on Monday over Deputy 
Chief Minister Brajesh 
Pathak taking a dig at the 
SP members while refer-
ring to certain remarks 
made their party found-
er Mulayam Singh Yadav, 
without taking his name.

Protesting against 
Pathak's comments, the 
Samajwadi Party (SP) 
members trooped into 
the Well of the House, 
raising slogans and de-
manding the dismissal 
of Pathak, who is also the 
state health minister.

As the protesters did 
not pay any heed to 
Speaker Satish Mahana's 
request to go back to their 
seats, the latter adjourned 
the proceedings of the 
House till 2 pm.

Later, when the House 
met again, on the request 
of a SP member, the 
speaker said Pathak's re-
marks will be expunged 
from the proceedings.

Pathak then said, “Well, 
you respect 'Netaji' a lot. 
You follow what 'Netaji' 
said” and referred to a 
statement made by Mu-
layam Singh Yadav in the 
past, which irked the SP 
members and evoked 
laughter from the BJP 
members.

Ruckus in UP 
Assembly over 
Dy CM’s dig at 
SP members

PTI, BELAGAVI (KARNA-
TAKA):  Karnataka Home 
Minister G Parameshwara 
on Monday urged restraint 
in the wake of the resurfac-
ing of the border row with 
neighbouring Maharashtra 
over the Belagavi conduc-
tor assault episode and said 
neither side should precipi-
tate the matter further.

Meanwhile, state Trans-
port Minister Ramalinga 
Reddy met the bus con-
ductor Mahadevappa Huk-
keri, who was assaulted in 
Belagavi allegedly for not 
speaking in Marathi to a 
passenger and expressed 
his support to him. 

The attack on the bus con-
ductor has once again reig-
nited the decades-old border 
dispute between Maharash-
tra and Karnataka. 

There have been attacks on 
bus drivers and conductors 

of the state road transport 
corporations of Maharashtra 
and Karnataka. Belagavi has 
a substantial Marathi popu-
lation and a section among 
them often demands that this 
border district be merged 
with Maharashtra.

Speaking to reporters in 
Tumakuru, Home Minister 
Parameshwara urged the 
Maharashtra government 
to take action against those 
involved in such incidents.

Often disputes take place 
on a linguistic basis in Be-
lagavi at the Maharashtra 
border. We have to tread 
with care. This applies to 
both Maharashtra and Kar-

nataka because we should 
not allow this to grow fur-
ther," he said.

Parameshwara empha-
sised that Karnataka takes 
immediate police action in 
such cases and urged Ma-
harashtra to do the same.

Meanwhile, Ramalinga 
Reddy stated that his de-
partment and the people of 
the state stand by Hukkeri.

The incident occurred in 
Balekundri here on Friday. 
According to Hukkeri, a 
minor girl boarded his bus 
along with a male friend 
and when he asked them 
to buy tickets, her friend 
replied in Marathi. When 
he replied that he did not 
understand Marathi and 
asked them to respond in 
Kannada, the person im-
mediately called his friends 
and attacked him and the 
driver, Hukkeri told police.

Border row: Karnataka Home 
minister urges restraint

PTI, NEW DELHI: The Su-
preme Court on Monday 
said segregation of waste at 
source was of “vital impor-
tance” for the environment 
and asked the NCR states for 
the compliances made in ad-
herence to the Solid Waste 
Management Rules, 2016.

A bench of Justices Ab-
hay S Oka and Ujjal Bhuyan 
said the non-compliance in 
adhering to the 2016 Rules 
had affected all cities in the 
country.

“In one of the orders, 
we have observed that all 
smart city projects are in 
progress. How the cities 
can become smart without 
compliance with the Solid 

Waste Management Rules?” 
the bench asked.

The National Capital Re-
gion (NCR) comprises Delhi 
and certain districts of Har-
yana, Uttar Pradesh and Ra-
jasthan. If there was no prop-
er segregation of waste, the 
court said, even waste-to-en-
ergy projects would create 
more pollution.

Senior advocate Aparaji-
ta Singh, the amicus curiae 
in the pollution matter, re-
ferred to solid waste man-
agement in the NCR while 
flagging the low percentage 
of segregation of waste.

She said sending un-
segregated waste to 
waste-to-energy plants 

caused more pollution.
“As rightly submitted by 

the amicus curiae, the seg-
regation of waste at source 
is of vital importance for 
the environment. If their 
is no proper segregation, 
even waste-to-energy pro-
jects will create more pollu-
tion,” the bench said.

The NCR states were or-
dered to file affidavits deal-
ing with the compliances of 
all the urban local bodies 
with the provisions of the 
2016 Rules so far. They 
have been asked to file the 
affidavits by end of March 
following which the matter 
would be taken up.

The bench has also 

asked the states to set out 
a comprehensive plan for 
waste management along 
with timelines and imple-
menting agencies and said, 
“Needless to add that the 
affidavits will state com-
pliance in relation to all ur-
ban local bodies within the 
NCR.” The authorities were 
asked to set out the “best 
practices” they proposed 
to follow for solid waste 
management.

The bench in the mean-
time directed the Central 
Pollution Control Board 
to submit a report on the 
impact of waste-to-ener-
gy projects on the envi-
ronment.

Segregating waste at source 
important for environment: SC

The attack on the bus 
conductor has once again 
reignited the decades-
old border dispute 
between Maharashtra and 
Karnataka 

PTI, NEW DELHI:  A man 
and his wife have been 
convicted and sentenced 
to simple imprisonment 
by the NIA special court, 
Visakhapatnam, in the 
high-profile Naval espi-
onage case linked with 
Pakistani intelligence 
agencies, according to an 
official statement.

The court sentenced Ab-
dul Rehman and his wife 
Shaista Qaiser to five and 
a half years of simple im-
prisonment and a fine of 
Rs 5,000, it said.

They will have to under-
go an additional one-year 
imprisonment in case of 
default in payment of fine, 
the court ordered in its 
judgement, pronounced 
after the two pleaded 
guilty, said the statement 
issued by the NIA.

NIA court convicts 
husband, wife  

in Naval espionage 
case
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