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A child sits on debris 
during an anti-
encroachment drive by 
Ahmedabad Municipal 
Corporation (AMC), in 
Ahmedabad, Gujarat

Puja material and other 
waste being collected 
at the Sangam 
during the ongoing 
Mahakumbh Mela,  
in Prayagraj

Indian Coast Guard and 
forest department officials 
release Olive Ridley turtles 
three Nautical miles off 
Dahanu Coast using an 
ICG Interceptor Craft

Gramophone records‘ 
collector Paramananda 
Choudhury shows record 
cleaning pads and test 
record from his collection, 
in Kolkata, West Bengal

PTI, SUKMA: Security 
forces unearthed a Mao-
ist dump in Chhattis-
garh's Sukma district and 
recovered weapons and 
explosive materials on 
Saturday morning, police 
said.

A joint team of security 
forces made the seizure 
from the forest of the 
Chintavagu River near 
Gundrajgudem village un-
der Chintagufa police sta-
tion limits, an official said.

Acting on inputs about 
the presence of Naxalites, 
personnel from the 131st 
battalion of the Central 

Reserve Police Force 
(CRPF), 203rd battalion 
of CoBRA (Commando 
Battalion for Resolute 
Action an elite unit of 
CRPF) and district force 
had launched an opera-

PTI, IMPHAL:  Six cadres 
of a banned outfit were ar-
rested from Manipur's Im-
phal West district, and two 
members of a group were 
apprehended for allegedly 
being involved in extortion 
in Imphal East, police said 
on Saturday.

Six members of the pro-
scribed Kangleipak Com-
munist Party (Ibungo Ngan-
gom) were apprehended 
from Koutruk Makha Leikai 
Church in Imphal West on 
Friday, a senior officer said.

The police also arrested 
two members of G5 Organ-
isation from Achanbigei 
Maning Leikai in Imphal 
East district for allegedly 
being involved in extortion 
from sand-laden trucks in 
Sekmai, Irilbung, Koirengei 
and Patsoi areas.

They were also alleged-
ly involved in incidents of 
snatching keys from truck 
drivers in Sekmai area.

They have been identi-
fied as Ningthoujam Yamba 
Singh (43) and Usham Ne-
taji Singh (35), the officer 
added.

Arms and ammunition 
were also surrendered in 

Churachandpur district on 
Saturday after joint efforts 
in public awareness by the 

local police, Assam Rifles 
and CRPF, another officer 
said.

"This is the first step to-
wards de-weaponising the 
society and creating a safe 
and secure atmosphere 
where regular activities can 
be boosted," Churachand-
pur SP Prakhar Pandey said 
in a statement. 

The Manipur Police also 
said at least two firearms 
and ammunition were 
handed over to the admin-
istrations in Kakching and 
Kangpokpi districts.

The surrender of arms 
and ammunition comes 
after Governor Ajay Ku-

mar Bhalla appealed to the 
people to surrender illegal 
arms and ammunition.

6 members of banned outfit arrested in 
Manipur, two others held for extortion

MEITEI ORGANISATION CALLS FOR EXTENDED TIMEFRAME TO 
SURRENDER ILLEGAL WEAPONS IN MANIPUR

PTI, IMPHAL: In response to Manipur Governor Ajay Kumar Bhalla's appeal to the 
people of the strife-torn state to voluntarily surrender looted and illegally held weap-
ons within seven days, an umbrella body of Imphal-based civil society organisations of 
the Meiteis on Saturday requested him to “engage formally with local youth leaders to 
ensure a cooperative approach in recovering arms from civilian volunteers”. In a state-
ment, the Coordinating Committee on Manipur Integrity (COCOMI) also said that the 
“seven-day timeframe is too short for meaningful engagement with the stakeholders 
and the public.” Bhalla had on February 20 urged the people of the state to surrender 
weapons within seven days, assuring no punitive action would be initiated against 
those giving up arms during this period. He, however, had asserted that “strict action” 
would be taken after the expiry of the deadline.

Security personnel during search operations and area 
domination in the fringe and vulnerable areas of hill and valley 
districts of Manipur

PTI, LATUR: Even as her fa-
ther's funeral pyre burned, 
Disha Nagnath Ubale wrote 
her Marathi paper in the 
SSC exam, refusing to be 
overwhelmed by her loss.

The Class 10 student's fa-
ther, who had been battling 
an illness, passed away on 
Thursday evening. His fu-
neral was scheduled at their 
Bhada village for Friday.

Disha, a student of Zilla 
Parishad Girls' School in 

Bhada, said she was un-
sure if she would appear 
for her Secondary School 
Certificate (SSC) paper on 
Friday. That's when her 
teacher Shivaling Nagapure 
stepped in.

Nagapure said he 
reached out to Sudhakar 
Telang, chairman of the La-
tur Divisional Board, who 
spoke with Disha and en-
couraged her not to give up.

Showing immense cour-

age, the 16-year-old girl 
wiped off her tears, bid fare-
well to her father and head-
ed to the exam centre at 
Azim High School in Ausa on 
Friday for her Marathi pa-
per. Disha's family includes 
her grandmother, mother, 
and younger brother.

While she wrote her pa-
per in Ausa, her father's last 
rites were performed, said 
Premnath Lature, a resi-
dent of Bhada village.

Latur girl fights off tears, takes 
SSC exam after father’s death

PTI, HYDERABAD:  Eight 
persons were trapped in a 
tunnel after a section of it 
collapsed in the Srisailam 
Left Bank Canal (SLBC) 
project on Saturday and 
rescue operations were on 
in full swing to the extricate 
them, the state government 
said.

Telangana Irrigation 
Minister N Uttam Kumar 
Reddy told reporters at the 
accident site in Nagarkur-
nool district, about 150 km 
from here, that the state 
government is taking the 
help of experts, including 
those who rescued trapped 
workers in a similar inci-
dent in Uttarakhand last 
year, and also that of the In-
dian Army and NDRF.

Two of the trapped are 
engineers of an infra firm 
and two are operators, em-
ployed with a US company. 
Four others are labourers. 
Thy all belong to Uttar 
Pradesh, Jharkhad, Punjab 
and Jammu and Kashmir

Fresh air was being 

pumped into the tunnel to 
ensure the safety of those 
trapped, sources said.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi called up Telangana 
Chief Minister A Revanth 
Reddy to inquire about the 
incident and assured all 
possible assistance from 
the Centre for the ongoing 
rescue operation.

Teams of NDRF and SDRF 

have reached the spot and a 
team of army personnel is 
on its way, a senior police 
official told PTI.

After the construction 
work resumed recently, as 
many as 50 persons went 
inside the tunnel in the first 
shift along with the tunnel 
boring machine which is 
200 meter long, on Satur-
day morning.

8 workers trapped as portion of 
tunnel collapses in Telangana, 

rescue ops in full swing

The under construction stretch in the tunnel of Srisailam Left 
Bank Canal (SLBC) project where a section of roof collapsed, in 
Nagarkurnool district

Security forces bust Maoist dump in 
Chhattisgarh; seize weapons, explosive materials

tion from their newly set up 
camp in Mettaguda on Friday, 
he said.

The official said the team 
was cordoning off the forests 
on the hill when it spotted a 
Maoist dump.

They seized two coun-
try-made weapons, 50 gm 
of explosive powder, a pair 
of binoculars, 12 syringes, 

Maoist uniforms, literature, 
diaries and some electronic 
items, he said.

They seized two 
country-made 

weapons, 50 gm of 
explosive powder, 
a pair of binoculars, 
12 syringes, Maoist 
uniforms, literature, 
diaries and some 
electronic items
— official

PTI, JAIPUR: Congress 
legislators continued 
their sit-in protest inside 
the Assembly and spent 
the night there against 
the suspension of six 
party MLAs, including 
Govind Singh Dotasra, 
following a protest in the 
House on Friday against 
a minister's remarks on 
former prime minister In-
dia Gandhi.

Leader of Opposition Ti-
karam Jully said that three 
ministers held talks with 
the senior MLAs last night 
but it remained inconclu-
sive and the 'dharna' con-
tinued.

“We demand that the 
minister withdraw his re-
mark. There have been 
precedents that words 
have been expunged but 

the government itself does 
not want to run the House, 
and therefore, the issue has 
been created,” Jully told re-
porters on Saturday.

Cong legislators continue ‘dharna’, 
spend night in Rajasthan Assembly

PTI

Congress MLAs stage a protest against the suspension of six 
legislators in the Assembly at night, in Jaipur

PTI, MEERUT: A dec-
ades-old mosque located 
on Delhi Road in Meerut 
was demolished to make 
way for the construction of 
the Regional Rapid Transit 
System (RRTS) Corridor.

The demolition was car-
ried out with the consent of 
the local Muslim communi-
ty after consultations with 
officials and the mosque's 
management, officials said.

According to author-
ities, the mosque was 
causing obstruction in the 
progress of the Rapid Rail 
project, prompting the de-
cision to remove it.

The process began with 
members of the Muslim com-
munity using hammers to dis-
mantle parts of the mosque 
on Thursday. Later, when 
most of the structure had 
been taken down, the admin-
istration used a bulldozer to 
complete the demolition.

UP: Mosque 
demolished to 
make way for 

RRTS Corridor

PTI, NEW DELHI:  Amid 
opposition to its various 
provisions from bar bod-
ies, the government on 
Saturday said it will re-
vise the draft Advocates 
(Amendment) Bill as it 
ended the public consul-
tations on it that started 
earlier this month.

The Department of Le-
gal Affairs in the Union 
law ministry floated the 
draft bill on February 13 
for public consultations.

The government plans 
to amend the Advocates 
Act, 1961. The draft bill, 
which faced criticism, 
proposed sweeping 
changes in the definitions 
of a "legal practitioner 
and a "law graduate".

According to the draft 
Advocates (Amendment) 
Bill, 2025, a law graduate 
is a person who has ob-
tained a bachelor's degree 
after completing a course 
of three or five years or 
such other duration as 
prescribed by any centre 
of legal education or uni-
versity established by law 
or a college affiliated to any 
university and recognised 
by the Bar Council of India.

In a statement, the law 
ministry said the bill was 
put in the public domain, 
demonstrating the gov-
ernment's commitment to 
transparency and broader 
engagement with stake-
holders and the public.

"However, consider-
ing the number of sug-
gestions and concerns 

received, it has been 
decided to conclude the 
consultation process 
now," it said.

Based on the feedback 
received, the draft bill, 
"as revised", will be pro-
cessed afresh for consul-
tations with stakehold-
ers, the ministry said.

Several bar bodies had 
opposed certain provi-
sions of the draft bill.

The opposition Con-
gress had also backed the 
protesting lawyers, say-
ing the bill was not only 
"poorly drafted", but it 
also failed to address per-
tinent issues facing the 
legal fraternity.

The draft bill defines 
a legal practitioner as an 
advocate or a law gradu-
ate engaged in the prac-
tice of law before courts, 
tribunals or quasi-judi-
cial forums or doing le-
gal work in any private 
or public organisation, 
including but not limited 
to statutory and auton-
omous bodies, domestic 
and foreign law firms and 
corporate entities.

As of now, a legal practi-
tioner means an advocate 
or a "vakil" of any high court, 
a pleader, a "mukhtar" or 
revenue agent.

While putting the draft 
bill in the public domain,  
the ministry had said 
these amendments aimed 
at aligning the legal pro-
fession and legal edu-
cation with global best 
practices.

Amid opposition, govt 
to revise draft bill to 
amend Advocates Act
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