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FAORTA: FC Goa will face 
Kerala Blasters FC in the 
Indian Super League match 
on February 22, at the 
Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium, 
here, at 7.30 pm.

The Gaurs, who have al-
ready qualified for the play-
offs, will be aiming to se-
cure a second-placed finish, 
with four games remaining, 
having 39 points from 20 
matches on the back of 11 
victories and six draws. 

They are in promising 
form with four triumphs in 
last five encounters, where-
as Kerala Blasters FC are 
positioned eighth with 24 
points in 20 encounters, 
having lost twice in their 
preceding three clashes.

The sixth-placed Ben-
galuru FC have 31 points, 
and Kerala Blasters FC will 
want to bridge this gap giv-
en that the Blues have been 
defeated thrice in their last 
four matches. 

FC Goa have defeated 
Kerala Blasters FC in each 
of their last five games here, 

last losing a home game in 
front of the Kochi-based 
side way back in October 
2016. Overall, the Gaurs 
have not faced a defeat in 
any of their previous seven 
clashes in Fatorda, emerg-
ing victorious six times in 
the meantime.

FC Goa Head Coach 
Manolo Marquez heaped 
praise on Kerala Blast-
ers FC’s collective quality 
ahead of the game.

“Tomorrow is a very 

dangerous game. Kerala 
Blasters FC have a very 
good team, especially of-
fensive players. I respect 
their former coach but I 
feel they are more com-
fortable now than they 
were in the first half of the 
season,” he said.

Kerala Blasters FC in-
terim head coach TG Pu-
rushothaman said that 
his team needs to im-
prove their chance con-
version upfront.

FC Goa look to finish 
second in standings

RAIA: FC Goa have launched a special edition home jersey 
for the ongoing Indian Super League 2024-25 season 
paying tribute to their most dedicated fans – the season 
ticket holders. This limited-edition jersey features the 
names of every single FC Goa season ticket holder for the 
current campaign, seamlessly incorporated into its design.
In a historic first for the league, no team has ever 
honoured their fans in this manner before. This initiative 
is a true reflection of FC Goa’s deep connection with their 
supporters and the Club’s commitment to making them 
an integral part of their journey.
As a mark of appreciation, the Gaurs have also announced 
that the First Team will don this jersey in their upcoming 
home fixture in the ISL against Kerala Blasters FC on 
Saturday. Additionally, the jersey will be available for 
purchase on the website of SIX5SIX, FC Goa’s official kit 
manufacturers.

FC GOA LAUNCH SPECIAL EDITION JERSEY

AGENCIES, SHILLONG: 
Bengaluru FC downed 
NorthEast United FC 2-0 in 
the Indian Super League, 
at the Jawaharlal Nehru 
Stadium, here, on Friday. 

The Blues were efficient 
in their gameplay, since 
they held only 37.3 per 
cent of the possession, but 
scored twice out of the 
four shots that they took 
on target. 

NorthEast United FC 
were arguably more indus-
trious, making 25 crosses 
as compared to the 10 of 
the visitors, but the Gerard 
Zaragoza-coached side 
clinched the triumph even-
tually, moving to the fourth 
spot in the table with 34 
points off 21 games, as the 
Highlanders are fifth with 
32 points. Bengaluru FC 
built strong momentum 

from the onset, holding 

the ball, and making in-
roads into the Highlanders 
defence with ease. 

NorthEast United FC 
and Bengaluru FC will play 
their next game against 
Chennaiyin FC on March 
3 and February 25 respec-
tively.

Bengaluru back on track
RESULT

NorthEast United FC 0 
Bengaluru FC 2 (Ryan 

Williams 3’, Alberto 
Noguera 81’) 

ISL FIXTURE
East Bengal FC vs Pun-
jab FC at the Jawahar-

lal Nehru Stadium, New 
Delhi, at 5 pm 

PTI, BENGALURU: Skip-
per Harmanpreet Kaur 
and Amanjot Kaur steered 
Mumbai Indians to a 
thrilling four-wicket win 
over Royal Challengers 
Bengaluru in a Women's 
Premier League match, 
here, on Friday.

Ellyse Perry struck a 
fine half-century to guide 
RCB to a competitive 167 
for seven after being sent 
in to bat.

Perry made 81 off just 
43 balls with the help of 
11 fours and two sixes to 
lift RCB after they were 
stuttering at 57 for 4 at 
one time.

Richa Ghosh (28 off 25) 
and skipper Smriti Mand-
hana (26 off 13 balls) also 
chipped in for RCB. Medi-
um pacer Amanjot was the 
most successful bowler for 
MI with figures of 3/22.

Chasing a competitive 
total, MI's Harmanpreet 
(50 off 38 balls, 8x4s, 
1x6)), Nat Sciver-Brunt 
(42 off 21; 9x4s) and 
Amanjot (34 off 27; 2x4s, 
2x6s) made useful contri-

butions to guide the team 
home with just one ball 
remaining.

MI lost Yastika Bhatia 
early but Hayley Mat-
thews and Sciver-Brunt 
shared 55 runs for the 
second wicket to take the 
2023 WPL champions' 
chase forward.

Matthews made 15 
off 10 balls before being 
trapped in front of the 
wicket by left-arm bowler 
Ekta Bisht.

Sciver-Brunt made 42 
off 21 balls before she was 
cleaned up by Kim Garth.

Harmanpreet then 
joined forces with Aman-
jot after the dismissal of 
Amelia Kerr to take MI 
forward.

The pair shared 52 runs 
for the fifth wicket to keep 
MI in the hunt before the 
former sneaked a Georgia 
Wareham delivery to Richa 
Ghosh behind the stumps.

Wareham then account-
ed for Sajeevan Sajana 
with the next delivery to 
make matters difficult for 
Mumbai Indians.

WPL: Harmanpreet, Amanjot 
guide MI to 4-wkt win 


