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PANJIM: Margao Congress 
Block on Thursday dared 
the government to order 
a thorough probe into the 
work on improvement of 
infrastructure around the 
KTC bus stand at Margao 
during the visit of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi's 
visit in connection with the 
Viksit Bharat programme 
on February 6 last year.

Congress leaders led by 
Savio Coutinho highlight-
ed that 16 JCBs or excava-
tors, 16 tipper trucks and 
115 workers were falsely 
claimed to be utilised for 
ten days from January 30, 
till February 8, last year 
and alleged that over Rs 
120 crores were claimed 
to have spent on vari-
ous works executed by 
the PWD in Margao and 
surrounding areas even 
though some of the works 
had no connection with the 
PM's visit

In a representation sub-
mitted to Principle Chief 
Engineer of Public Works 
Department (PWD) Sav-
io Coutinho claimed that 
there is a mismatch be-
tween the bills submitted 
for works undertaken in 
view of Viksit Bharat/Vik-
sit Goa and visit of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi's 
programme and the actual 
works at respective sites 
and alleged that Rs

He further claimed that 

fraud has been observed 
in works like improvement 
of infrastructure around 
Kadamba bus stand on ar-
rival of Prime Minister at 
Fatorda at a estimated cost 
of Rs 71.16 lakh, hotmix-
ing of road from Collector 
office to Arlem circle in 
Fatorda constituency at an 
estimated cost of Rs 4.31 
crore, improvement of SG-
PDA ground opposite Inox 
in Fatorda constituency 
at an estimated cost of Rs 
7.23 crore, improvement 
and hotmixing of Kadamba 
Bus Stand including Depot 
Area in Fatorda at an esti-
mated cost of Rs 4.94 crore 
and making arrangement 
for temporary bus stand.

Speaking to reporters, 
Coutinho claimed that the 
works were given without 
issuing a tender notice.

He said,"It has been 
claimed that 16 JCBs, 16 
trucks and 115 workers 
were deployed for ten 
days for improvement 
of infrastructure around 
Kadamba bus stand but 
the fact is that most of the 
arrangements were ready 
on February 1, 2024, itself 
and after that security was 
not allowing anyone. The 
area was totally cordoned 
off. It has been observed 
that the order was given 
ex post facto. The total 
work order given was of 
an estimated cost of Rs 
120 crore. So we demand 
an inquiry into this."
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PANJIM: The Old Goa Police 
have sent yet another summons 
to Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
State president Amit Palekar 
in the Suleman Khan alias Sid-
diqui escape and video release 
case, warning him of arrest, if 
he fails to remain present for 
investigation. 

This is the fourth summons that 
Palekar has received in the inves-
tigation of the Siddiqui case. 

Meanwhile, Palekar has said 
that the police are least concerned 
about Siddiqui’s escape and are 
harassing him in the name of in-
vestigation. 

Palekar has been sent the sum-
mons under subsection (3) of Sec-
tion 35 BNSS 2023. 

The Old Goa Police in their 
summons said, “It is revealed 
that there are reasonable 
grounds to question you to as-
certain facts and circumstanc-
es from you, in relation to the 
present investigation. Hence 
you are directed to appear be-
fore undersigned on February 
21 at 11.00 hrs at Old Goa Po-
lice Station.”

Additionally, 11 conditions have 
been laid by the police for Palekar. 

The ones that have raised 
eyebrows are: "You will dis-
close all the facts truthfully 
without concealing any part 
relevant for the purpose of 
investigation to reach to the 
right conclusion of the case” 
and “You will render your full 
cooperation/assistance in ap-

prehension of the accomplice.”
Reacting to the summons, 

Palekar said, “Police are not 
taking objection to the freeing 
of Suleman, but are more inter-
ested in summoning me for no 
reason. For once, arrest me and 
finish the matter once and for 
all,” Palekar said and termed the 
constant summoning exercise as 
harassment.

Siddiqui video case: Palekar 
issued fourth summons
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PANJIM: Goa Tourism will 
make a remarkable pres-
ence at ITB Berlin 2025, the 
world’s leading travel trade 
show to be held at the Messe 
Berlin ExpoCentre City, Ger-
many from March 4 to 6.

With a focus on regen-
erative tourism, cultural 
heritage, adventure, and 
wellness tourism, Goa aims 
to highlight its diverse of-
ferings beyond its famous 
beaches. The Goa Tourism 
Pavilion at ITB Berlin 2025 
will offer visitors an immer-
sive experience inspired by 
Goan heritage and architec-
ture. Designed to highlight 
sustainable and regenera-
tive tourism, the pavilion 
will showcase Goa’s commit-
ment to responsible travel 
experiences.

“As we showcase Goa at 
ITB Berlin 2025, our focus 
remains on regenerative 

tourism, sustainability and 
preserving Goa’s cultural 
identity. Goa is more than 
just a beach destination; it 
is a land of rich heritage, 
spiritual sanctuaries, im-
mersive experiences that of-
fer a deeper connection with 
nature and local communi-
ties. Through our participa-
tion at ITB Berlin, we aim 
to forge meaningful part-
nerships and position Goa 
as a leading global tourism 
destination that prioritizes 
responsible and conscious 
travel,” said Tourism Minis-
ter Rohan Khaunte.

“Our participation at ITB 
Berlin aligns with Goa’s vi-
sion to promote a tourism 
that is sustainable, communi-
ty-driven, and economically 
beneficial. By engaging with 
global stakeholders, we seek 
to bring in innovative tourism 
solutions, enhance our visitor 
experience,” Tourism Director 
Kedar Naik said.

Margao Cong dares 
govt to probe crores  
spent on PM’s visit

Goa to showcase 
regenerative tourism 
at ITB Berlin 2025

Pratiksha is new 
Goa Mahila 
Congress chief 
Team Herald

PANJIM: Dr Pratiksha 
Khalap has been appoint-
ed President of the Goa 
Mahila Congress unit with 
immediate effect.

All India Congress Com-
mittee (AICC) President 
Mallikarjun Kharge ap-
proved the appointment 
of the presidents for Ma-
hila Congress units of six 
States and union territo-
ries on Thursday.

Illegally extracted 
sand worth Rs 1.48 
lakh seized
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PANJIM: The Old Goa Po-
lice have seized illegally 
extracted 74 cubic meters 
of sand worth Rs 1.48 lakh 
from Gaundalim, Tiswadi 
and booked unidentified 
persons for illegally ex-
tracting sand from Mand-
ovi river and stacking it at 
an open space on banks of 
the river.

The police have also 
attached a canoe and 
other articles under the 
panchanama.

An FIR has been regis-
tered and further inves-
tigations are in progress 
with PSI Anish Naik.
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