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PTI, NEW DELHI: The Delhi High Court 
on Wednesday asked the Railways to ex-
amine the fixing of maximum passengers 
and sale of platform tickets – issues raised 
in a PIL over the recent stampede at the 
New Delhi Railway Station.

A bench of Chief Justice D K Upadhyaya 
and Justice Tushar Rao Gedela asked the 
authorities concerned to state in its affi-
davit, the details of the decision taken by 
it on these issues. The court said the le-
gal provisions on the issue of crowd and 
passenger management appeared to have 
been "neglected all along".

"Not fixing the strength to be accom-
modated in a particular coach, this pro-
vision appears to have been neglect-
ed all along.. If you fix the number of 
passengers in each coach then why do 
the number of tickets sold exceed that 
number? That's the problem," said chief  
justice Upadhyaya.

The bench therefore ordered, "Let the 
issues raised in the petition be examined, 
as suggested by the solicitor general, at 
the highest level in the Railway Board 
and thereafter a short affidavit be filed 
by the respondent giving details of the 
decisions which might be taken by the  
Railway Board."

The counsel for petitioner Arth Vidhi 

said the tragic incident on the night of Feb-
ruary 15, which claimed 18 lives and left 
15 injured, revealed "gross mismanage-
ment" and failure of administration.

He claimed despite the provisions of the 
Railways Act mandating the authorities to 
specify the maximum number of passen-
gers to be carried in each compartment, 
over 9,600 tickets were sold, and there 
was no check on entry of people without 
platform tickets.

"I am not commenting on infrastructure 
or policy but if the provisions were com-
plied with, a lot could have been prevent-
ed," said the counsel.

The court observed that the PIL was 
not confined to the recent incident of 
stampede as it sought implementation 
of the existing legal provisions, which 
if implemented adequately, could avoid  
such incidents.

"If you implement Section 57 (on fix-
ing maximum passengers) in letter and 
spirit, perhaps on a particular day, the 
unreserved compartment tickets would 
not exceed the number of passengers 
(permitted).. If you would implement a 
simple thing in a positive manner, such 
situations can be avoided. At the time 
of rush like these days, you can increase 
the number of passengers to be accom-
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modated," said chief jus-
tice Upadhyaya.

Solicitor general 
Tushar Mehta, in re-
sponse, said the PIL was 
not taken in an adversar-
ial manner and the Rail-
ways was following the 
legal mandate.

Heavy rain, snowfall likely in Himachal
PTI, SHIMLA: Chamba, Kangra, Kullu and Mandi in 
Himachal Pradesh are likely to witness heavy rainfall, 
snowfall and thunderstorm in the coming few days, the 
MeT office here said on Wednesday. An orange alert in 
these four districts, it said. The weather office has also 
predicted rain and snowfall at isolated places in Kin-
naur and Lahaul and Spiti districts.


