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Union Minister Ravneet 
Singh Bittu being 
welcomed by the former 
Chief Minister Jai Ram 
Thakur on his arrival, in 
Shimla

Kerala Governor Rajendra 
Arlekar with Lakshmana 
Perumal, father of Shri 
Ligin who was ragged at 
Govt College of Nursing, 
in Kerala

Jharkhand Chief 
Minister Hemant 
Soren distributes 
appointment letters 
to youths during a 
programme, in Ranchi

Maharashtra 
Samajwadi Party 
chief Abu Asim 
Azmi addresses a 
press conference, 
in Mumbai

PTI, NEW DELHI: Gya-
nesh Kumar, who as a sen-
ior Union Home Ministry 
official played a key role 
in the government's move 
to abrogate provisions 
of Article 370 in Jammu 
and Kashmir and setting 
up the Ram temple trust, 
will assume the office of 
the chief election commis-
sioner on Wednesday.

The government late 
on Monday night appoint-
ed Gyanesh Kumar as the 
new Chief Election Com-
missioner (CEC), hours 
after the meeting of the 
prime minister-led selec-
tion committee in which 
the Leader of Opposition 
in Lok Sabha asked the 
government to defer the 
meeting in view of the 
Supreme Court hearing in 
the matter.

Kumar retired as Sec-
retary in the Cooperation 
ministry in January 2024 
and was appointed as an 
election commissioner in 
March 2024. He will be-
come the 26th CEC, a day 
after incumbent Rajiv Ku-
mar demits office on Tues-
day evening. 

He along with fellow 
election commissioner 
Sukhbir Singh Sandhu was 
appointed on the same 
day and was part of the 
Commission when the 
2024 LS polls were held.

Kumar is the first CEC to 
be appointed under a new 
law on the appointment of 
the members of the Elec-
tion Commission (EC).

His term will run till 
January 26, 2029, days be-
fore the EC is expected to 
announce the schedule of 

the next LS election.
According to law, CEC 

and ECs demit office on at-
taining the age of 65 years 
or completing six years in 
the poll panel, whichever is 
earlier. Gyanesh Kumar will 
turn 65 on Jan 27, 2029.

Kumar played a key role 
in implementing decisions 
following the abrogation 
of Article 370 of the Con-

stitution in Jammu and 
Kashmir during his stint in 
the Union home ministry.

During his tenure in 
the ministry, he had also 
played a key role in setting 
up the Ram Temple trust 
post the Supreme Court 
verdict. He is also learnt 
to have closely monitored 
the SC hearings on Ram 
temple on a regular basis.

Gyanesh Kumar to take 
over as 26th CEC today

Played key role in J-K reorganisation

Outgoing chief election commissioner Rajiv Kumar being 
greeted by newly appointed CEC Gyanesh Kumar, and 
EC Sukhbir Singh Sandhu as he leaves from the Election 
Commission’s office, in New Delhi, on Tuesday

SC to hear pleas against CEC, 
ECs appointments today

PTI, NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court on Tuesday said 
it would on February 19 take up on "priority basis" the 
pleas against the appointments of the chief election 
commissioner (CEC) and election commissioners (EC) 
under the 2023 law.

A bench of Justices Surya Kant and N Kotiswar Singh 
was informed by advocate Prashant Bhushan, appear-
ing for an NGO, that despite the Constitution bench 
verdict of 2023 directing selection and appointment 
of the CEC and ECs through a panel including the Chief 
Justice of India, the government excluded the CJI and 
made a "mockery of democracy".

He said, "The matter is listed on February 19 but it 
is listed as item number 41. The government has ap-
pointed the CEC and EC as per 2023 law disregarding 
the view taken by a constitution bench. Kindly take up 
on top of the board as the matter requires urgent con-
sideration."

PTI, NEW DELHI: Con-
gress leader Rahul Gandhi 
on Tuesday said it is "dis-
respectful" and "discour-
teous" for the prime min-
ister and home minister 
to have made a midnight 
decision to select the new 
CEC when the process of 
selection is being chal-
lenged in the SC.

Gandhi also presented a 
dissent note to the panel, of 
which Home Minister Amit 
Shah is also a member.

The Supreme Court on 
Tuesday said it would on 
February 19 take up on 
"priority basis" the pleas 
against the appointments 
of the chief election com-
missioner (CEC) and elec-
tion commissioners (EC) 
under the 2023 law.

In a post on X, Gandhi 
said, "During the meeting 
of the committee to select 
the next Election Com-
missioner, I presented a 
dissent note to the PM and 
HM, that stated: The most 

fundamental aspect of 
an independent Election 
Commission free from ex-
ecutive interference is the 
process of choosing the 
Election Commissioner 
and Chief Election Com-
missioner".

"By violating the Su-
preme Court order and re-
moving the Chief Justice of 
India from the committee, 
the Modi Government has 
exacerbated the concerns 
of hundreds of millions of 
voters over the integrity of 
our electoral process," he 
also said in his post while 
sharing his dissent note.

Gandhi said as the Lead-
er of Opposition, it is his 
duty to uphold the ideals 
of Babasaheb Ambedkar 
and the founding leaders 

Midnight appoint of new 
CEC disrespectful: Rahul

of the nation and hold the 
government to account.

"It is both disrespectful 
and discourteous for the 
PM and HM to have made 
a midnight decision to se-
lect the new CEC, when the 
very composition of the 
committee and the pro-
cess is being challenged 
in the Supreme Court and 
is due to be heard in less 
than forty-eight hours," he 
also said.

LoP also presented a dissent note to the panel
By violating the Supreme Court order and 
removing the Chief Justice of India from the 

committee, the Modi Government has exacerbated 
the concerns of hundreds of millions of voters over 
the integrity of our electoral process
— Rahul Gandhi, LoP in Lok Sabha

PTI, NEW DELHI: Pres-
ident Droupadi Murmu 
has granted the sanction 
to prosecute AAP leader 
and former Delhi min-
ister Satyendar Jain in a 
money-laundering case 
being investigated by 
the Enforcement Direc-
torate, sources said on 
Tuesday.

The sanction against 
the 60-year-old former 
Delhi health minister was 
sought under section 218 
of the Bharatiya Nagarik 
Suraksha Sanhita.

The Ministry of Home 
Affairs had requested the 
President for providing 
sanction to prosecute Jain 
on the basis of an Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) 
investigation and the pres-

ence of "adequate proof", 
sources said.

Section 218 of the BNSS 
governs the prosecution of 
public servants and judg-
es. It outlines the proce-
dure for bringing charges 
against the accused for al-
leged offenses committed 
while performing his or 
her official duties.

The ED is now expected 
to file a fresh supplemen-
tary chargesheet inform-
ing the court about the ap-
proval of the prosecution 
sanction of the President, 
sources said.

The federal agency 
booked Jain in a mon-
ey-laundering case linked 
to alleged hawala deal-
ings, and arrested him in  
May 2022.

Prez grants prosecution sanction 
against AAP leader Satyendar Jain


