
obituaries / news10 GOA, MONDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2025

PTI, SRINAGAR: Peoples Democratic Party presi-

Omar should refrain from endorsing Centre’s 
abrogation of Articles 370, 35A: Mehbooba

dent Mehbooba Mufti on 
Sunday asked Chief Min-
ister Omar Abdullah to re-
frain from endorsing the 
Centre's abrogation of Ar-
ticles 370 and 35A in the 
formulation of business 
rules for the Jammu and  
Kashmir Assembly.

The former chief min-
ister warned that such a 
move would legitimise the 
"illegal and unconstitu-
tional" actions taken by the 
BJP-led central government 
to abrogate Articles 370 
and 35A.

In a strongly worded 
statement, the PDP pres-
ident said despite the 
Supreme Court's ruling 
in favour of the Centre's 
decision, several legal ex-
perts believe that Article 
370 cannot be abrogated 
by any authority, including  
Parliament.

"While the BJP may not 
restore these rights, it is 
likely that India, as a nation, 
will have to do so sooner or 
later. Any endorsement by 
the J&K government would 
weaken this claim and di-
minish the state's position. 

We have to keep the argu-
ment and narrative alive," 
she said.

Mufti also reminded 
the BJP-led Union govern-
ment of the understand-
ing it showed during the 
peak of unrest in Jammu  
and Kashmir.

"Thousands of FIRs 
of stone pelters were 
quashed and Ramazan 
ceasefire was declared. A 
high-powered delegation 
was sent to engage with 
the people of J&K, includ-
ing separatists, who un-
fortunately declined the 
offer," she said.

"At the time, separatists 
believed that stone-pelting, 
burning schools and hos-
pitals, and attacking army 
camps and police stations 
would resolve the Kashmir 
issue. However, things only 

worsened,” she added.
The PDP president urged 

the BJP to come down 
from its “high horse” and 
acknowledge that the situ-
ation in Jammu and Kash-
mir is not as normal as  
it appears.

"The façade of normal-
cy has been created by the 
force of agencies and the 
imposition of draconian 
laws such as the Public 
Safety Act and the Unlawful 
Activities (Prevention) Act.

"But this will not last for-
ever. The government must 
reconsider its approach, 
reach out to the people, 
and build on the confi-
dence-building measures 
initiated during my tenure," 
she said.

Mufti also stressed the 
need to reopen key trade 
routes, such as Uri-Mu-

zaffarabad and Poonch-
Rawalakot, to boost the 
region's economy.

"As Jammu is increas-
ingly sidelined, the Jam-
mu-Sialkot route should 
also be revived to provide 
a market for Jammu's prod-
ucts," she said and urged 
the government to take in-
spiration from her vision 
document and the Agenda 
of Alliance, which under-
lined dialogue and eco-
nomic development.

The PDP president 
claimed that little had 
changed even after Jam-
mu and Kashmir elected 
a government in October  
last year.

"What's the difference 
between LG rule and the 
NC government? The same 
crackdowns, property at-
tachments, and persecution 
of the Jamaat-e-Islami con-
tinue. Employees are still 
being terminated, youth 
are arrested under UAPA, 
and the misuse of PSA re-
mains unchecked. Kashmiri 
youth continue to languish 
in jails outside J&K with no 
relief," she said.

While the BJP may not restore these rights, 
it is likely that India, as a nation, will have to 

do so sooner or later. Any endorsement by the J&K 
government would weaken this claim and diminish the 
state's position. We have to keep the argument and 
narrative alive
— Mehbooba Mufti, Peoples Democratic Party 
president

PTI, THIRUVANANTHAPU-
RAM: Congress MP Shashi 
Tharoor on Sunday clari-
fied that he did not praise 
the CPI(M)-led government 
in Kerala, but instead high-
lighted the state's progress 
in the startup sector.

Speaking to reporters 
here, Tharoor said that his 
article in an English daily 
did not contain any political 
references. He emphasised 
that his focus was solely on 
Kerala's growth in entre-
preneurship and innova-
tion, aiming to highlight the 
state's development in that 
specific area.

Tharoor's response fol-
lowed the political storm 
triggered by his article in 
the English daily, where he 
praised Kerala's entrepre-

neurial growth under the 
LDF government. While his 
party questioned the basis 
of his claims, the CPI(M) 
welcomed them.

Chief Minister Pinarayi 
Vijayan on Sunday at-
tacked the opposition stat-
ing that Tharoor's article 
had debunked the false 
propaganda spread by the 
Congress-led UDF against 
Kerala.

However, responding to 
the issue, KPCC president 
K Sudhakaran accused the 
Left government of inflating 

Praised Kerala’s startup growth, 
not CPI(M)-led govt: Tharoor

small enterprise figures, 
but did not mention Tha-
roor by name.

Tharoor said, "I wrote 
the article based on the 
Global Startup Ecosystem 
Report 2024, which stated 
that Kerala attracted an in-
vestment of 1.7 billion US 
Dollars within 18 months. 
If anyone challenges the 
accuracy of this fact, I will 
relay it to those who pub-
lished the report."

The Congress leader 
also clarified that he does 
not believe that the overall 
industrial environment in 
Kerala has changed. Kerala 
is still facing a major eco-
nomic crisis, with 80 per 
cent of state PSUs running 
at a loss, he stated.

Tharoor further said 
that he had voiced his op-
position over several oth-
er issues, including youth 
unemployment, noting 
that Kerala ranks second 
after Jammu and Kashmir 

in terms of high unem-
ployment rates.

He claimed that the 
state is facing a crisis due 
to the migration of educat-
ed youth and challenges 
in the agricultural sector, 
particularly in rubber, 
cashew, and pineapple 
farming. In a latest Face-
book post on Sunday, Tha-
roor said that his article is 
not an attempt to assess 
the entire economic situa-
tion of Kerala.

"I wrote this article as an 
MP, focusing on a specific 
issue in Kerala the trans-
formation of the business 
environment driven by the 
growth of the startup sec-
tor," his post said.

"I take this opportunity 
to proudly acknowledge 
that it was former Chief 
Minister Oommen Chan-
dy, as a Congressman, 
who laid the foundation 
for this progress. The de-
velopments stem from his 
initiatives, including the 
launch of the Startup Vil-
lage and the state's Start-
up Mission. The current 
government has naturally 
carried them forward," it 
added.

I wrote the article based on the Global Startup 
Ecosystem Report 2024, which stated that Kerala 

attracted an investment of 1.7 billion US Dollars within 
18 months. If anyone challenges the accuracy of this 
fact, I will relay it to those who published the report
— Shashi Tharoor, Congress MP

PTI, GUWAHATI: Appear-
ing to soften his stand 
against Lok Sabha MP 
Gaurav Gogoi over the con-
troversy surrounding the 
Congress leader's British 
wife, Assam Chief Minister 
Himanta Biswa Sarma on 
Sunday suggested that the 
opposition leader may have 
been "trapped or black-
mailed" as part of a larger 

Gaurav may be trapped, I have 
sympathy for him: Himanta on 
Cong MP’s wife’s controversy

"anti-India" conspiracy.
Sarma expressed sym-

pathy for Gogoi, saying the 
matter had gone beyond 
politics with the emer-
gence of new evidence and 
was now solely related to 
national security.

The BJP leader wel-
comed the Congress MP's 
planned legal case over the 
controversy related to his 
wife Elizabeth Colburn's 
alleged ISI links, saying the 
state government was also 
mulling a similar step.

"We started discussing 
this topic about a parlia-
mentarian, but now it has 
escalated to a much higher 
level. It is no longer relat-
ed to Gaurav Gogoi. Now, 
we have proof or informa-
tion of an anti-India force 
actively working behind 
this. We will decide in to-
day's cabinet," Sarma said.

The CM said when he 
meets Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah the next 
time, he will discuss how 
the state govt's proactive-
ness can be synergised 
with central agencies.

"Now it looks like Gau-
rav Gogoi is just an actor 
in the entire system, he is 
not the director. Maybe, he 
is trapped unintentional-
ly. So, we will examine the 
matter with a sympathetic 
outlook. We don't want to 
accuse him at this moment.


