
news GOA, SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2025 15

PTI,  JAMMU: Jammu and 
Kashmir Congress presi-
dent Tariq Hameed Kar-
ra on Saturday pitched 
for the resumption of the 
cross-LoC trade, which 
was suspended by the BJP-
led Centre in 2019.

Karra said this while ad-
dressing a district conven-
tion in Poonch as part of 
the Congress's 15-day cam-
paign, "Hamari Riyasat Ha-
mara Haq" (our state our 
right), to press for an early 
restoration of statehood in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

"The closure of the cross-
LoC trade due to Pakistan's 
non-cooperation and other 
objectionable activities is 
regrettable as it was a vital 
source of economic suste-
nance for the region," the 
Congress leader said.

He requested the gov-
ernment to explore all pos-
sibilities for the resump-
tion of the cross-border 
trade to boost the region's 
economy. The Centre sus-
pended the cross-LoC 
(Line of Control) trade 
and travel in April 2019 
from the two designated 
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points at Salamabad-Uri 
in north Kashmir and Cha-
kan-Da-Bagh in Poonch, 
citing concerns about "il-
legal weapons, narcotics 
and fake currency" being 
transported into India.

Criticising the Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP) for 
"betraying and disem-
powering" the residents 
of Jammu and Kashmir by 
bifurcating the erstwhile 
state, Karra said the Cen-
tre has indulged in "de-
ceitful tactics to befool 
the people".


