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Tourism Department cracks
down on subletting of shacks

108 establishments sublet in North Goa: notices issued to 38 till date

Team Herald

PANJIM: The Department
of Tourism has issued show
cause notices to 38 shack
owners for subletting shacks
to others even as 108 shacks
in the coastal belt of North
Goa have been found to have
sublet their shacks.

The incident of subletting
shacks had come to light
following the killing of an
Arambol youth at Arambol
beach on January 26. Fol-
lowing this, the Department
of Tourism officials carried
a survey of all the shacks
which were permitted for the
current tourism season and
found that as many as 108
shacks were sublet by the
allottees to others mostly to
outsiders. The department
had permitted erection of
265 shacks along the beach
stretch of North Goa.

The Tourism Department
will soon issue show cause

notices to another 40 shack
operators as to why their
shack licence should not can-
celled and shack dismantled.
The hearings to show cause
notices is likely to start from
February 26.

A similar survey of 98
shacks erected on the beach
stretches of South Goa will be
undertaken on Saturday and
Sunday.

Meanwhile, Director of
Tourism Kedar Naik on Fri-
day held a hearing of Manuel
Esprito Santo Fernandes, who
had been asked to demolish
his shack for allegedly sublet-
ting it at Arambol beach.

The hearing was held as per
the High Court directive and the
matter has now been posted for
arguments on February 24.

The Dept of Tourism had
ordered demolition of shack
following a murder of a lo-
cal Amar Bandekar allegedly
by the staff of the concerned

CALANGUTE: The beach shack op-
erators in the Calangute-Candolim
beach-belt have welcomed the
Department of Tourism crackdown
on sub-letting of shacks, but said
the government should keep its
assurance not to target shacks being
sub-let to locals.

Shack Owners Welfare Society
(SOWS) general secretary John

Lobo said the chief minister and the
tourism minister had assured them
recently that handing over a beach
shack to another traditional beach
shack operator would not be consid-
ered as sub-letting.

“It is common for shack operators
to make multiple applications in the
names of their family members in the
hope of getting a licence because

of the lottery system in allotment

of shack licences. So many times,

a family gets more than one beach
shack licence. That extra licence is

shack on January 26.

Hold joint inspection
of unauthorised
structures in command
areas at Anjuna: HC

Team Herald

PANJIM: The High Court
of Bombay at Goa has
directed the Town and
Country Planning (TCP)
Department, Bardez Dep-
uty Collector and three
other departments to con-
duct a joint inspection of
unauthorised structures
built in the command area
and partly in natural cover
at Anjuna and to submit
a detailed report of site in-

spection.

Bardez Deputy Town
Planner, Bardez Block
Development Officer

(BDO) and the Director of
Panchayats are the others,
who will be part of the joint
inspection team. The in-
spection will be carried out
within next three weeks.
The Court ordered joint
inspection after petition-
ers counsel Adv Rohit Bras
De Sa told the court that
illegal and unauthorised
structures had sprouted in
the command area in sur-
vey numbers 509/1 and
509/1-A of Anjuna village,
which falls in no develop-
ment slope and partly nat-
ural cover as declared in
the Regional Plan 2021.
During the hearing, ad-

During the hearing,
additional government
advocate Neehal Vernekar
assured the court that
if the structures are
constructed without any
permission or in violation of
law, then immediate action
will be taken against them
in accordance with law

ditional government advo-
cate Neehal Vernekar as-
sured the court that if the
structures are constructed
without any permission
or in violation of law, then
immediate action will be
taken against them in ac-
cordance with law.

The petitioners Wayne
Pereira and Agnes A Mon-
teiro De Souza, both from
Anjuna had prayed that
the concerned government
authorities be directed to
immediately hold a site
inspection and make a de-
tailed site inspection re-
port since commercial op-
erations were carried out
in these illegal structures.

The Court has issued no-
tices to all the respondents
including four nightclubs,
which are suspected to be
running in these structures
in violation of law.

GFP meets Governor,
raises concerns over
defamation of Opp MLAs

Team Herald ‘ Suleiman Sidiqqui
has stated that

PANJIM: A delegation

from the Goa Forward he .‘:j'as forged to Sh°9tt

Party (GFP) met with Gov- avideo under gunpoin

ernor P. S. Sreedharan Pil-

and coercion. An attempt

lai at Raj Bhavan and sub- has been made to defame
mitted a memorandum Vijai Sardesai. Thisisa
alleging that hardcore very serious allegation
criminals are being used . Dy Babita Angle

to defame and silence .- pyice

MLAs who are critical of
the government.

mentioned other MLAs

Speaking to report- as well, Dr Prabhude-
ers after the meeting, sai responded, "If he
Dr Babita Angle Prabhu- has named other MLAs,
desai, a member of the then those concerned
delegation, said, "Sulei- should come forward

man Sidiqqui has stat-
ed that he was forced to
shoot a video under gun-
point and coercion. An
attempt has been made
to defame Vijai Sardesai.
This is a very serious
allegation. A hardcore
criminal is being used
to defame a vocal MLA
who consistently speaks
against the government.
This is the first time such
an incident has occurred.
That is why we submitted
our memorandum to the
Governor."

and submit a memoran-
dum to higher authori-
ties, just as we have done.
He or she should come

forward and voice their

concern.”

She further claimed
that Vijai Sardesai had
neither met nor spoken to
Sidigqui.

In response to a ques-

tion, she said, "Whether

the Governor takes action
or not, in a democracy,

nobody can take away

my right to complain. Our
attempt will always be to

When it was point- bring any wrongdoing be-
ed out that Sidiqqui had fore the people.”
EE u |

DANGER LURKS OVERHEAD

UPENDRA NAIK

Branches of the dead tree near Thomas Garage in St Inez
have begun to drop, posing risk to passersby. O Heraldo had
highlighted the decaying mammoth back in December 2024.
However, two months on, the authorities have failed to act,
despite people losing their lives to falling tree branches this
past monsoon

i E'ﬂ-s
- the beach shacks busi-
P ness had largely not been

mostly given to another traditional
beach shack operator who could

not get a licence. This is a friendly
arrangement,” Lobo said.

Lobo said that only those shacks
which have been sub-let to outsiders
and non-Goans should be consid-
ered as sub-let and fined.

However, even those who have given
shacks to other locals have received
notices, said Manuel Cardozo, presi-
dent of the Goan Traditional Shacks
Owners Association.

“We were given verbal assurances by
the chief minister and the tourism

TARGET OUTSIDERS, SPARE LOCALS, SAY SHACK OWNERS

minister that these shacks
would not be touched,
but still they have sent
the notices,” he said.
Cardozo said post-Covid,

profitable. “Many beach
shack operators have
suffered losses because

of fewer foreign charter tourists. The
licence period is also three years,

so many who cannot afford to put
up their shacks simply rent them

out because they can make more
money,” he said.

According to Cardozo, the situation
could have been avoided if only one
member from a family is allowed to
apply for licence. “The department of
tourism makes more money if there
are more applicants, with Rs 10,000
for each application which is non-
refundable,” he said.

SC upholds Goa govt’s
decision to recover
power tariff rebates

Team Herald

PANJIM: The Supreme
Court on Friday upheld the
Goa government’s deci-
sion to recover previously
granted electricity tariff
rebates from industrial
companies, reaffirming the
State’s authority to with-
draw economic incentives
in public interest.

The Bench compris-
ing Justice Dipankar Dat-
ta and Justice Sandeep
Mehta ruled that the doc-
trine of promissory es-
toppel cannot be rigidly
enforced when financial
burdens on the public ex-
chequer are at stake.

Citing past rulings, the
Court dismissed the ap-
peal, affirming that Goa
government’s demand no-
tices were legal and justi-
fied. The verdict supports
the 2001 decision of the
High Court of Bombay at
Goa and strengthens the
government’s power to re-
voke incentives that strain
state finances.

Several companies in-
cluding Puja Ferro Alloys
Pvt Ltd, Global Ispat Pvt
Ltd, Sunrise Electromelt
Ltd and Karthik Induc-
tions Ltd had approached
courts in this regards. The

companies were aggrieved :
by the demand notice sent :
by the Electricity Depart- :
ment to recover previously
offered electricity tariff :
rebates under its 1991 :
Notification, which provid- :
ed a 25 per cent rebate on
electricity tariffs for indus-

trial units.

The dispute arose when
government :
1991
Notification. Although the :
rebate scheme was with- : |

the Goa

rescinded its

drawn on March 31, 1995,

the appellants - industrial :
units that applied for pow- :
er before this date - argued :
that they were still enti- :
tled to the benefit despite :
receiving power supply

after the rescission.
Further

government

amendments.

However, these amend- :
ments were later declared
void ab initio by the High :
Court in 2001, a decision :
subsequently :
upheld by the Supreme :

that was

Court.

Police personnel under
scrutiny following
 Siddiqui’s statements

Team Herald

PANJIM: The role of police
personnel has once again
come under scrutiny af-

ter casual remarks made
: by Siddiqui alias Suleiman

Khan on camera, prompt-
ed an investigation into the
conduct of the police per-
sonnel who were accompa-
nying him.

Recent media reports
have quoted statements
made by the accused, Sid-
diqui, to journalists while
being presented before the
Panaji Court for an exten-
sion of his judicial custody.
The police have claimed

that these statements con-
¢ tain unverified allegations.

The police stated that

while the Old Goa Police

are currently investigating
all aspects related to his es-
cape from lawful custody,
it is important to note that
his previous and ongoing
cases are either under in-

© vestigation or sub judice.

"Some of his statements
may be intended to dis-
suade witnesses from pro-

i viding testimony to the po-

lice or the court,” said a Goa
Police officer.

‘ Some of his
statements may
be intended to dissuade
witnesses from providing
testimony to the police or
the court. The accused's
mobile phone(s) have
been seized and sent
to the Goa Forensic
Science Laboratory for
forensic examination. A
forensic analysis has been
requested of all videos
either made, received, or
sent from his mobile phone
— Goa Police

"The accused's mobile
phone(s) have been seized
and sent to the Goa Foren-
sic Science Laboratory for
forensic examination. A fo-
rensic analysis has been re-
quested of all videos either
made, received, or sent
from his mobile phone," he
added.

Police have ordered a
detailed inquiry report
from the SDPO Panjim re-
garding the conduct of the
police personnel who were
accompanying Siddiqui, in
order to determine wheth-
er any lapses in protocol
were committed.

WANTED PRIME PLOTS

FOR IMMEDIATE OUTRIGHT PURCHASE

1,000m2 - 10,000m2 & Above

With Clear Title & Road Access in
NORTH GOA at PORVORIM, SOCORRE,
SANGOLDA, MOIRA & MOPA PORVORIM.
SOUTH GOA at MARGAO CITY, FATORDA, AQUEM,
ARLEM CIRCLE, BENAULIM, COLVA & NUVEM.

Interested Owners/Comapanies Kindly Contact (BROKERS EXCUSE)
SANDESH DAJI SINAI KUNDAIKER (RBSK)
Call- 9225902518; Whatsapp Only- 9225985518

Email- sandeshkundaiker@rediffmail.com

complicat- :
ing the matter, the Goa :
issued two :
amending notifications in
1996, which appeared to :
extend the rebate benefits. :
The appellants demand- :
ed the continuation of the
rebates in terms of such :
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A FRESH START FOR A BRIGHTER TOMORROW

Minimum Investment
10,000/~

Duration
13 Months
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Senior Citizens
Additional 0.50% Interest

Maharashtra * Karnataka * Goa * Delhi

Founder Chairman: Dr. Kiran Thakur, Advis:

isory Editor, Tar

Call 1800 212 4050 | lokmanyasociety.org
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AATMANIRBHAR
BHARAI

FOOD SAFETY AND STANDARDS
AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Inspiring Trust, Assuring Safe & Nutritious Food
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government of India

SWAYAMPURNA
GOA

Say NO to food wrapped in newspaper, join our campaign
in eliminating the use of newspaper in food wrapping

Do not accept food wrapped in newspaper

Report non-compliance to FDA office

fi Directorate of Food and

CONNECT WITH FOOD AND DRUGS ADMINISTRATION GOA

Bambolim: “Dhanwantari”, Opposite Shrine of the Holy Cross
Margao: Old Collectorate Building, 2nd Floor, near garden

Email: off-dfda.goa@nic.in
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