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PTI, NEW DELHI:  The 
report of the Joint Com-
mittee on Waqf (Amend-
ment) Bill was tabled in 
both Houses of Parliament 
on Thursday with the Lok 
Sabha speaker allowing 
the submission of dissent 
notes in entirety as de-
manded by the opposition 
and Home Minister Amit 
Shah asserting the BJP 
had no objection to it.

Committee Chairman 
Jagdambika Pal had re-
dacted parts of the dissent 
notes contending that they 
cast aspersions on the 
parliamentary panel and 
made personal allegations 
against him.

The Lok Sabha and the 
Rajya Sabha witnessed 
stormy scenes with oppo-
sition members trooping 
to the Wells of the respec-

tive Houses protesting 
against the "undemocrat-
ic" action of the committee 
chairman.

In the Rajya Sabha, BJP 
member Medha Kulkarni 
tabled the voluminous 
report amid protests by 
the opposition members. 
Later, she tabled a corri-
gendum to Appendix 5 of 
the report that deals with 
notes/minutes of dissent, 
prompting the opposition 
to claim victory.

In the face of opposition 
protests in the Lok Sabha, 
Home Minister Shah said 
his party has no objec-
tion to attaching the notes 
of dissent to the report 

submitted by the opposi-
tion as per parliamentary 
practice.

Lok Sabha Speaker Om 
Birla said members of the 
Waqf committee had met 
him and discussed certain 
issues. "Those issues have 
been included in the an-
nexure," he said as oppo-
sition members staged a 
walkout.

The Rajya Sabha wit-
nessed chaos as Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minister 
Kiren Rijiju rejected the 
allegations by opposi-
tion MPs led by Leader 
of Opposition Mallikar-
jun Kharge that dissent 
notes were deleted from 

the report.
Congress member Syed 

Nasir Hussain accused Ri-
jiju -- who is also the Un-
ion minority affairs min-
ister -- of misleading the 
House. "My own dissent 
note has been redacted," 
Hussain said.

Later at a press confer-
ence in Parliament House 
complex, the Parliamen-
tary Affairs minister said 
when the report was ta-
bled in Rajya Sabha, some 
opposition MPs raised ob-
jections and claimed their 
dissent notes had been 
taken out.

"I spoke to the JPC 
chairman, enquired about 
it from the secretariat 
and informed the Rajya 
Sabha that the report has 
been tabled along with 
annexures.

Waqf Bill report tabled in Parliament, Shah says 
no objection to inclusion of dissent notes
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PTI, NEW DELHI: With the 
report of the Joint Commit-
tee on Waqf (Amendment) 
Bill tabled in Lok Sabha, 
the All India Muslim Per-
sonal Law Board (AIMPLB) 
on Thursday alleged that 
the panel has completely 
ignored the opinion of In-
dian Muslims and unilater-
ally moved ahead with an 
"arbitrary undemocratic 
process".

The AIMPLB said if the 
Waqf bill is passed, it will 
run a nationwide movement 
against it within the frame-
work of the Constitution. 
The board urged the govern-
ment not to move forward 
with any such bill on Waqf 
and withdraw its steps.

Addressing a press con-
ference here, AIMPLB 
president Khalid Saifullah 
Rahmani said the found-
ing fathers of the country 
dreamed that this would be 
a country which is different 

from other nations in the 
world as people of different 
religion, language, culture 
and traditions live here.

He said a lot of lies have 
been spread on the Waqf 
issue and the Waqf bill is 
based on "religious dis-
crimination".

"It is our constitution-
al right to live our life ac-
cording to our religion and 
run institutions as per our 
customs and traditions," 
he said.

Rahmani pointed out 
that the religious places of 
Sikhs and Hindus are run 
by members of the respec-
tive communities.

"We have no objection 
to that. The management 
of the religious places be 
done by people of that 
religion but we should 
have the same rights. The 
mosques, cemeteries and 
other places must be run 
by Muslims," he said.

PTI, MUMBAI: Renowned 
Hindustani classical vo-
calist Pandit Prabhakar 
Karekar passed away in 
Mumbai following a brief 
illness, his family said 
on Thursday. He was 80. 
Karekar breathed his 
last at his residence in 
Shivaji Park area here 
on Wednesday night, his 
family said in a statement. 
      Born in Goa, Karekar 
was known for his ren-
ditions like “Bolava 
Vithal Pahava Vithal” and 

“Vakratund Mahakay”. 
He was admired as an 
outstanding vocalist and 
a very good teacher. 
   He was a graded art-
ist on the All India Radio 
(AIR) and Doordarshan. 
Karekar was trained under 
Pandit Suresh Haldankar, 
Pandit Jitendra Abhisheki 
and Pandit CR Vyas. 
   He had received sever-
al honours, including the 
Tansen Samman, Sangeet 
Natak Akademi award and 
Gomant Vibhushan award. 

Karekar had also tried 
his hand at fusion mu-
sic with Ornette Cole-
man and Sultan Khan. 
He is survived by three sons. 
   Meanwhile, Minister for 
Art and Culture Govind 
Gaude has called a con-
dolence meeting at Di-
rectorate of Art and Cul-
ture, Sanskruti Bhavan, 
Patto-Panjim at 10 am 
on Friday, February 14 
to pay homage and con-
dolence to Pandit Prab-
hakar Karekar.

Legendary vocalist Pandit 
Prabhakar Karekar dies at 80

Waqf panel ignored opinion 
of Muslims, AIMPLB warns 

of nationwide protest

PTI, THIRUVANAN-
THAPURAM: Kerala 
Forest Minister A K Sa-
seendran on Thursday 
dubbed the demand for 
his resignation by two 
bishops of the Syro Mal-
abar Church over wildlife 
attacks in the state as 
'political' and not expect-
ed from those he held in 
high regard.

He was reacting to the 
charges made by Thamar-
assery and Kanjirappal-
ly bishops who had on 
Wednesday demanded 
his resignation owning 
moral responsibility for 
recurring deaths due to 
wildlife attacks in Kerala.

Responding to the 
minister's remarks, Thal-
assery Archbishop Joseph 
Pamplany said the gov-
ernment should not try 
to “trivialise” the issue of 
increasing deaths due to 
wild animal attacks.

The Archbishop said 
that the minister “mis-
understood” the Thamar-
assery and Kanjirappally 
bishops' remarks as “po-
litical statements” as “the 
church has no political 
leanings”.

“We only wish to stand 
with the farmers of the 
hilly areas. To term our 
stand as political, to di-
lute it is not a correct re-

sponse according to me,” 
he told reporters in Kan-
nur district.

He said that the bish-
ops were only speaking 
in support of the public 
sentiment on the issue of 
wild animal attacks and 
the government should 
not try to hide or cover it 
up by terming their stand 
as political.

The Archbishop also 
conceded that the church 
knows Saseendran's 
resignation will not solve 
the problem.

“What is actually need-
ed is an effective inter-
vention by the Forest 
department with its offi-
cials properly performing 
their duties,” he said.

Former LDF conven-
er and veteran CPI(M) 
leader E P Jayarajan too 
questioned what purpose 
would be served by Sa-
seendran's resignation.

Jayarajan said that 
what was required was 
a change in the Wild Life 
Protection Act, as it does 
not allow the killing of 
any wild animal that 
comes out of the forest 
and destroys agriculture 
and property in populat-
ed areas.

“All you can do under 
the existing laws is to 
drive the animal back into 

Resignation demand political, not 
expected from bishops: Kerala Forest Min

the forest,” he said.


