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PTI, GAZA CITY: Hamas 
has brushed off President 
Donald Trump's threat 
that all hell will break out 
if it does not release the 
remaining Israeli hostages 
held in the Gaza Strip by 
Saturday.

Hamas spokesman Sami 
Abu Zuhri said Tuesday 
that the dozens of hostag-
es would only be returned 
if all parties remain com-
mitted to a ceasefire deal 
reached last month.

Trump must remember 
there is an agreement that 
must be respected by both 
parties, he said, adding that 
threatening language only 
complicates matters.

Hamas has threatened 
to delay the next release 
of three Israeli hostages, 
due Saturday, accusing Is-
rael of violating the cease-
fire agreement, including 
by not allowing a surge of 

tents and shelters into the 
devastated territory.

While Trump said the 
ceasefire should be can-
celled if Hamas doesn't 
release all the remaining 
hostages Saturday, he also 
said such a decision would 
be up to Israel.

During the first phase of 

the ceasefire, Hamas has 
committed to freeing a total 
of 33 hostages captured in 
its Oct 7, 2023, attack in ex-
change for Israel releasing 
nearly 2,000 Palestinian 
prisoners.

The sides have carried 
out five swaps since Jan 19, 
freeing 21 hostages and 

Hamas brushes off Trump, insists all 
parties must be committed to ceasefire

over 730 Palestinian pris-
oners so far. The war could 
resume in early March if 
no agreement is reached 
on the more complicat-
ed second phase of the 
ceasefire, which calls for 
the return of all remaining 
hostages and an indefinite 
extension of the truce.

Here's the latest:  Hamas 
brushes off Trump's words 
CAIRO Hamas has brushed 
off President Donald 
Trump's threat that all hell 
will break out if it does not 

release the remaining Is-
raeli hostages held in the 
Gaza Strip by Saturday.

Hamas spokesman Sami 
Abu Zuhri said Tuesday 
that the dozens of hostag-
es would only be returned 
if all parties remain com-
mitted to a ceasefire deal 
reached last month.

TRUMP WILL CANCEL CEASEFIRE IF HAMAS 
FAILS TO RELEASE HOSTAGES BY SAT

PTI, WASHINGTON: President Donald Trump said Mon-
day that a precarious ceasefire agreement between Israel 
and Hamas should be cancelled if Hamas doesn't release 
all the remaining hostages it is holding in Gaza by mid-
day on Saturday though he also said that such a decision 
would be up to Israel. Trump was responding to Hamas 
saying it will delay the further release of hostages in the 
Gaza Strip after accusing Israel of violating the three-
week-old ceasefire. The US president said that after the 
freeing of three visibly emaciated hostages on Saturday it 
was time for Israel to demand the release of all hostages 
by noon on Saturday, or restart the war.

IMF‘s technical team meets Pak’s top judge
PTI, ISLAMABAD: A techni-
cal team of the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) on 
Tuesday met Pakistan's Chief 
Justice Yahya Afridi to get 
details regarding the judicial 
and regulatory system of the 

cash-strapped country.
The IMF team is visiting 

the country for a week-
long trip to scrutinize the 
judicial and regulatory set 
up to address the issue of 
governance and corruption 

as part of the USD 7 billion 
loan agreed last year.

After the meeting, CJ Afridi 
told the media that the six-mem-
ber team had sought details 
regarding the program's imple-
mentation & property rights.

PTI, GOMA: Militia fight-
ers killed at least 55 civil-
ians in an attack on a clus-
ter of villages and a camp 
for displaced people in 
northeastern Congo, local 
authorities said Tuesday.

Violence has surged 
across eastern Congo, 
where conflict has raged 
for decades. More than 120 
armed groups are fighting 
in the region, most for land 
and control of mines with 
valuable minerals, while 
some are trying to protect 
their communities.

Armed men from the 
CODECO militia attacked 
the Djaiba group of villag-
es, which is also home to a 
camp for the displaced, in 
the province of Ituri Mon-
day night, Antoinnette 
Nzale, the leader of the 

55 civilians killed by 
militia fighters in Congo

camp, told The Associated 
Press. She said 55 civilians 
died but added that the 
death toll is likely higher, 
as bodies continue to be 
retrieved from the burned 
down houses.

The Cooperative for the 
Development of Congo, or 
CODECO, is a loose associa-
tion of militia groups main-
ly from the ethnic Lendu 
farming community. The 
group's attacks killed nearly 
1,800 people and wounded 
more than 500 in the four 
years through 2022.


