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xxx xxx xxx TN CM MK Stalin greets 

DMK candidate VC 
Chandrakumar who 
won in the by-election 
during his swearing 
ceremony, in Chennai  

Police detain STGT 
(Selection Test for 
Graduate Teacher) during 
a protest demanding 
for their recruitment as 
teacher, in Agartala

Relief work underway 
after a bus returning 
from Prayagraj Maha 
Kumbh Mela collided 
with a a truck,  
in Etawah

A student seeks blessings 
of her grandmother 
before appearing for 
the West Bengal Board 
of Secondary Education 
(WBBSE) exams, in Nadia

voice of india

PTI, NEW DELHI: Opposi-
tion on Monday hit out at 
the government on issues 
of rising inflation, jobless-
ness and growing income 
inequalities, alleging that 
the Union Budget has not 
taken care of the poor and 
rural population.

Initiating a discussion on 
Union Budget 2025-26 in 
the Rajya Sabha, Chidam-
baram said that it was a 'po-
litically-driven budget' with 
Delhi elections in mind as it 
ignored the poor and bot-
tom half of the population.

"There ought to be a phi-
losophy behind the Budget, 
but I cannot find one in this 
Budget. I shall not attempt 
to do so because after going 
through the Budget speech 
and Budget numbers, I be-
lieve there is no philosophy 
behind the Budget," he said. 
Chidambaram further said, "It 
is obvious that the budget was 
politically driven, I shall not 
elaborate upon that but I con-
gratulate the finance minister 
for achieving one of her objec-
tives a couple of days ago."

The senior Congress 
leader also sought to know 
the reasons for the reduc-
tion in allocations for the 

Ministry of External Affairs 
(MEA) and if the govern-
ment is closing down em-
bassies and consulates and 
shrinking India's presence 
across the world.

DMK MP Tiruchi Siva said 
that Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi described this Budget as 
a road-map for Viksit Bharat. 
“But the numbers reveal that 
the path seems only a mirage," 
he stated.

He noted that the Budget 
was presented as a proc-
lamation of progress but 
it conveniently hides the 
realities of the time like 
stagnant growth, growing 
inequality, and a sizeable 
demographic dividend slip-
ping off the fingers.

"This government's pol-
icies have only enriched 
the privileged few, leaving 
behind a section of people 
with joblessness, inflation, 
and shrinking opportuni-
ties," Siva said.

Trinamool Congress MP 
Ritabrata Banerjee said the 
unemployment rate among 
the youth has gone up dras-
tically in 2023-24.

"The latest Economic 
Survey data is showing that 
every year in the self-em-

Budget debate: Oppn hits out at 
govt over jobs, inflation

FM warns banks, 
NBFCs against 

violation of gold 
auction norms

PTI, NEW DELHI: Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman on Monday 
said action will be taken 
in case there are viola-
tions of well laid down 
processes for auction-
ing of gold by banks and 
NBFCs when a borrow-
er fails to pay the gold 
loan.

During Question Hour 
in Lok Sabha, she said Non 
Banking Financial Compa-
nies (NBFCs) and Sched-
uled Commercial Banks 
(SCBs) are guided by sim-
ilar rules.

ployed male workers the 
real earnings are decreas-
ing constantly from 2017-
18," he added.

Golla Baburao of the YS-
RCP said this Budget from 
each and every point has 
deceived the poor and vul-

nerable sections, adding 
there is a need to cut waste-
ful expenditure to reduce 
the fiscal deficit.


