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PTI, JAMMU: People's Dem-
ocratic Party (PDP) leader 
Iltija Mufti on Sunday de-
manded a judicial inquiry 

into two alleged incidents 
of human rights viola-
tions in Kathua and Bara-
mulla districts of Jammu  

Iltija Mufti demands judicial inquiry 
into Kathua, Baramulla incidents

and Kashmir.
Iltija, daughter of PDP 

president and former chief 
minister Mehbooba Muf-
ti, visited the family of a 
youth who recently com-
mitted suicide in Kathua 
following alleged torture 
by police over his suspect-
ed links with terrorists. 

She was scheduled to ad-
dress a press conference at 
party headquarters in Jam-
mu but claimed that she 
was not allowed to move 
out of the Circuit house by 
police personnel who were 
deployed in strength.

Iltija's visit to Kath-
ua comes a day after she 
claimed that she and her 
mother had been placed 
under house arrest in 
Srinagar.

Makhan Din (25), a 
Gujjar youth from Billawar 
area of Kathua, ended his 
life by consuming insecti-
cide at his home on Tues-
day evening and recorded 
the act on a video claiming 
innocence. He denied any 

connection with terror-
ists, prompting separate 
probes by the police and 
the local administration. 

“I demand judicial in-
quiry into both the in-
cidents of human rights 
violations which have 
taken place in Kathua and 
Baramulla (where a truck 
driver was shot dead by 
the Army after he jumped 
a check-post on Wednes-
day).

“As far as the Kathua 
case is concerned, there 

are grave allegations of 
corruption against the lo-
cal SHO (Station House Of-
ficer) Jitender Singh. The 
families claimed that their 
wards are being picked 
up to extort money from 
them. The whole area is 
under terror which is not 
the handwork of any mili-
tant but by a police officer,” 
Iltija told waiting report-
ers from inside the gate of 
the circuit house after she 
was denied permission to 
move out by police. 

Questioning no action 
against the accused of-
ficer so far, she said “I am 
a harmless girl… had I 
come here to break any 
law? I came from Srina-
gar to Jammu during the 
night hours like a thief and 
reached Kathua at 6 am. 
On returning to Jammu, I 
was detained."

“What wrong have I 
done? If there is any hu-
man rights violation, there 
should be accountability 
and we need to know why 
a youth ended his life like 
this?” she said.

Criticising the National 
Conference Government, 
Iltija said the chief min-
ister instead of consoling 
the widow of the deceased 
youth is hosting ‘Al fresco' 
lunch in Delhi. The youth's 
widow had not taken her 
meals for the last five days. 

“This government wants 
to absolve itself by saying 
that it (law and order) is 
the responsibility of the 
LG,” she said.

PDP leader Iltija Mufti speaks to the media, in Jammu,  
on Sunday

PTI, WAYANAD (KERALA): Con-
gress General Secretary Priyanka 
Gandhi Vadra on Sunday vowed to 
pressure both the central and state 
governments to increase funding for 
mitigating human-animal conflict in 
this hill constituency while also rais-
ing Corporate Social Responsibility 
funds for the cause.

Addressing the party's booth-lev-
el leaders in the Thiruvambadi As-
sembly constituency, the Wayanad 
MP said that she will try her best to 
minimise the instances of human- 
animal conflict.

She said that while holding a dis-
cussion with the authorities includ-
ing the District Magistrate and for-
est officials following the death of a 
woman due to the attack of a tiger in 
Mananthavady, they cited the issue of 
shortage of funds.

"I told them I will pressurise both 
the Centre and state governments to 
increase the funding to mitigate the 
problem and at the same time we 
will raise the CSR funds wherever we 
can help with it," Priyanka added.

She stated that since January four 
deaths have occurred in Wayanad 
due to wild animal attacks. 

On the second day of her three-
day visit to Wayanad, Priyanka ad-
dressed the issue of human-animal 
conflicts in her first meeting at Era-
nad Assembly constituency, stating 

that she would write to both the cen-
tral and state governments asking 
to allocate more funds, as adequate 
funding is essential for effective pro-
tection measures.

Later, speaking to reporters after 
the meeting on the human-animal 
conflict issue, she said she has al-
ready raised it once and will contin-
ue to raise it.

"It's something we need to look 
into, it's a complex issue as there is 
no easy solution. Definitely, I will put 
as much pressure and raise as much 
as I can," she added.

Priyanka stated that there is diffi-
culty in securing funds from both the 
Centre and the state government.

"I will take up this issue and en-
sure it is resolved," she said, adding 
that increased funding is crucial for 
better monitoring, improved safety 
measures, and enhanced protection 
for forest guards, watchers, and oth-
ers involved.

Earlier on the day, continuing her 

criticism of the BJP-led NDA gov-
ernment at the Centre, the Congress 
general secretary alleged that, for the 
first time in history, a government is 
working to weaken both the Consti-
tution and democracy of the country.

Addressing the party's booth-level 
leaders in Eranad Assembly constitu-
ency, Priyanka said, "It's probably for 
the first time in our country's history, 
we have a government that is work-
ing to weaken the Constitution and 
the democracy."

"You must understand that today 
the fight we are fighting is not just 
a fight for our own politics and ide-
ology but a fight for protecting the 
essence of India, everything that 
makes our nation what it is today," 
she added.

Encouraging party workers, she 
stated, "You worked with deepest 
dedication for me in the election 
and I am truly grateful for that."The 
Congress MP also met and congrat-
ulated the men and women players 
from Wayanad who won gold and 
silver medals for Kerala in volleyball 
at the ongoing 38th National Games  
at Uttarakhand.

On Monday, she will hold meetings 
with booth-level leaders at Wandoor 
and Nilambur Assembly constituen-
cies and will also visit families of a 
few victims of wild animal attacks, 
Congress sources said.

Priyanka urges for more funds to tackle 
human-animal conflict in Wayanad

I told them (authorities) I will 
pressurise both the Centre 

and state governments to increase 
the funding to mitigate the problem 
and at the same time we will raise 
the CSR funds wherever we can 
help with it
— Priyanka Gandhi, Congress 
leader

PTI, NEW DELHI: The 
National Tiger Conserva-
tion Authority (NTCA) has 

warned that the construc-
tion of the Morand-Gan-
jal Irrigation Project in 

MP dam could submerge tiger corridor: NTCA

Madhya Pradesh could 
submerge forested areas 
used by tigers to move 
between reserves and 
has strongly recommend-
ed exploring alternative 
sites, government records 
show.

The Environment Min-
istry's Forest Advisory 
Committee (FAC) dis-
cussed a proposal to divert 
2,250.05 hectares of forest 
land for the project in a 
meeting on January 27.

The project involves 
building two dams on the 
Morand and Ganjal rivers 
to improve irrigation in 
Hoshangabad, Betul, Har-
da, and Khandwa districts 
of the state.

According to the pro-
ject proposal, the con-
struction of the dams 
and related infrastruc-
ture will displace 644 
families, including 604 
tribal families, who rely 
on the forest for their 
livelihood. Over seven 
lakh trees will be affect-
ed at full reservoir lev-
el, with 5.75 lakh trees 
marked for felling.

The region is home to 
endangered species such 
as leopards, wolves, wild 
dogs, hyenas, and several 
herbivores. The habitat 
loss could have severe 
ecological consequences, 

the FAC noted.
It has recommended 

that a sub-committee 
conduct a site inspection 
before making a decision. 
The sub-committee will 
include representatives 
from the environment 
ministry, NTCA, and soil 
conservation experts.

According to the min-
utes of the meeting, 
the NTCA has warned 
that the project could 
destroy a crucial tiger 
corridor between the 
Satpura and Melghat Ti-
ger Reserves and pose a 
threat to other wildlife 
and biodiversity.

The NTCA's analysis, 
based on the National 
Tiger Estimation 2022, 
shows that the project 
site is part of a critical ti-
ger-occupied habitat.

It said that the dams 
would submerge forested 
areas essential for tiger 
movement between re-
serves, affecting "genetic 
exchange and population 
stability".

"Any disruption to this 
ecological connectivity 
will likely have long-term 
detrimental impacts on 
the viability of tiger pop-
ulations and the broader 
wildlife community with-
in this landscape," the 
NTCA said.

The region is home to endangered 
species such as leopards, wolves,  
wild dogs, hyenas, and several  

herbivores. The habitat loss could 
have severe ecological consequences, 

the FAC noted

PTI, PRAYAGRAJ (UP): A 
severe traffic congestion ex-
tending for kilometers was 
witnessed on the routes 
to the Maha Kumbh Mela 
here on Sunday with Sa-
majwadi Party president 
Akhilesh Yadav asking the 
government to make emer-
gency arrangements for the 
stranded devotees.

Prayagraj Sangam rail-
way station was closed due 
to excessive crowd outside  
the station.

More than 1.42 crore 
devotees took bath in Gan-
ga and Sangam till 6 pm on 
Sunday, according to the 
data released by the fair 

administration. More than 
42 crore devotees have so 
far taken a dip in Ganga  
and Sangam.

Regarding the traffic 
jam, Samajwadi Party 
president Akhilesh Ya-
dav in a post on X said, 
"Emergency arrange-
ments should be made im-
mediately for the crores 
of devotees stranded in 
Prayagraj Maha Kumbh. 
The hungry, thirsty, dis-
tressed and tired pilgrims 
in the traffic jam every-
where should be looked 
at with a humane perspec-
tive. Is the common devo-
tee not a human being?" 

Kumbh crowd triggers 
traffic jam in Prayagraj


