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PTI, NEW DELHI:  Vice 
President Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Saturday cau-
tioned against forces seek-
ing to amplify artificial di-
vides based on caste, class, 
creed and culture, and said 
it was unfortunate that 
people who understand the 
danger posed by such forc-
es tend to ignore the threat 
due to narrow interests.

He also said belief in any 
faith is voluntary and faith 
"generated by manipula-
tion" is the worst form of 
human exploitation.

Addressing an event here 
to launch the book "I AM?", 
compiled by industrialist 
Gopichand P Hinduja, the 
Vice-President said the ob-
jective to secure suprema-
cy over others and subject-

ing others to hegemony by 
demographic prowess is a 
matter of concern.

"This book underscores 
the universal relevance of 
Bharatiyata, virtuosity that 
is discernible in all faiths. 
We can respect and appre-
ciate others' truth without 
alluring conversions. Uni-
ty means no uniformity. 
Bharatiyata is a perfect ex-
ample. It exemplifies uni-
ty in diversity," Dhankhar 
said.

Chairman of Hinduja 
Group of Companies (In-
dia) Ashok Hinduja said 
that inspired by the con-
versations with different 
spiritual masters, intellec-
tuals, and world leaders on 
this subject, G P Hinduja 
felt compelled to compile 

Dhankhar cautions against forces seeking 
to create divide over caste, culture

this book for the younger 
generation to help them 
positively and influence 

them to navigate the glo-
balised and interconnected 
world.

PTI, ERODE (TAMIL 
NADU):  The ruling DMK 
in Tamil Nadu extended its 
winning run in elections on 
Saturday by emerging vic-
torious in the Erode East 
bypoll with a massive mar-
gin against actor-politician 
Seeman's NTK, a victory 
that should come as a ma-
jor boost to the M K Sta-
lin-led party ahead of next 
year's Assembly elections.

Dravida Munnetra Ka-
zhagam candidate V C 
Chandhirakumar trounced 
Naam Tamilar Katchi's 
(NTK) M K Seethalaksh-
mi by a margin of 91,558 
votes. In the process, NTK, 
a Tamil nationalist organ-
isation, forefeited deposit.

Chief Minister and DMK 
president Stalin said his 
party registered a huge vic-
tory on Periyar's (rational-

ist leader E V Ramasamy) 
soil. Erode is the native dis-
trict of Ramasamy, a Dra-
vidian stalwart. The win 
was a recognition of the 
DMK government's good 
governance.

AIADMK chief and Lead-
er of Opposition, Edappadi 
K Palaniswami, described 
the DMK's win as "fake," 
saying there was "nobody 
on the ground," referring to 
the main opposition party 
and others keeping away 
from the contest.

With 44 other candi-
dates-- most of them in-
dependents, in fray, NOTA 
(None of the Above) 
grabbed the third place 
with 6,109 votes.

Chandhirakumar polled 
1,15,709 votes while See-
thalakshmi came a distant 
second with 24,151 votes.

DMK wins Erode East, 
maintains winning streak ahead 

of 2026 TN Assembly polls

AFP, BRATISLAVA: Tens of 
thousands of people took 
part Friday in the latest ral-
ly against nationalist Prime 
Minister Robert Fico who 
has sought closer ties with 
Russia and to curb rights.

The weekly protests 
have added to an increas-
ingly tense political climate 
in the central European 
country.

Fico, who leads a wob-
bly three-party coalition, 
has accused opponents of 
attempting a "coup d'etat".

Waving European Un-
ion and Slovakian flags 
and shouting "step down", 
an estimated 40,000 peo-
ple gathered in Bratislava. 
There were other protests 

in some 40 towns across 
the country of some five 
million people.

"We stand for democracy 
and freedom and human 
rights as perceived by the 
EU and as enshrined in our 
constitution. We are here 
to keep it that way," Barb-
ora Kabinova, 39, told AFP.

Another protester, Ju-
raj Kadlec, said he did not 
agree "with the govern-
ment's changed orienta-
tion". 

"I hope that our repre-
sentatives will figure it out, 
and either change their ac-
tions or decide to resign," 
the 70-year-old told AFP, 
adding the protest was not 
"a coup at all".

Tens of thousands stage new 
anti-govt rally in Slovakia


