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Senior Cong leader K 
Muraleedharan, MP Jebi 
Mather & Kerala Pradesh 
Mahila Cong workers 
during a Finger Pointing 
Protest against Kerala Govt

DMK candidate VC 
Chandirakumar addresses 
the media at counting 
center during the 
counting of votes for the 
Erode East Assembly by-
election in , Tamil Nadu 

Nursing students of the 
7th batch of Command 
Hospital celebrate after 
their commissioning 
ceremony, in Lucknow

Devotees, holding a 
cloth-rope not to get 
separated, as they are 
on their way to the 
ongoing Mahakumbh 
Mela, in Prayagraj

VINTAGE POINT

PTI, NEW DELHI:  Just eight 
months after its good show-
ing in the Lok Sabha polls, 
the INDIA bloc seems to be 
running out of steam with 
internal bickering and con-
flicting ambitions resulting 
in diminishing electoral re-
turns that have once again 
put the BJP in the driver's 
seat in national politics.

With the defeat of the 
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
government in Delhi, the 
number of INDIA bloc gov-
ernments in the country 
has come down to eight 
-- Karnataka, Jammu and 
Kashmir, Telangana, Ker-
ala, Tamil Nadu, Himachal 
Pradesh, Jharkhand and 
West Bengal.

The INDIA bloc was 
formed in the run-up to the 
Lok Sabha polls with par-
ties, often at loggerheads 
with each other in states, 
coming together with the 
sole objective of defeat-
ing the BJP that seemed 
primed to better its previ-

ous tallies in the 2014 and 
2019 Lok Sabha polls.

They may have not man-
aged to stop the BJP from 
coming to power but pre-
venting the saffron party 
from getting a majority on 
its own was no mean feat.

The INDIA bloc parties 
had repeatedly insisted 
that the alliance was for 
national polls and later it 
would be on a state-by-
state basis. However, it had 

not envisioned that the 
electoral fights in the states 
could get nasty, leading to 
cracks in the overall alli-
ance. The Delhi polls have 
been a case in point.

The Congress, the larg-
est constituent of the IN-
DIA bloc, ran a high-deci-
bel campaign against AAP, 
leading to a lot of bad blood 
between the two parties.

Congress president 
Mallikarjun Kharge, Leader 

of Opposition in Lok Sabha 
Rahul Gandhi and AICC 
general secretary Priyan-
ka Gandhi Vadra launched 
a no-holds-barred attack 
on AAP and its convener 
Arvind Kejriwal with jibes 

like "architect of the liquor 
scam" and "sheesh mahal" 
being a regular feature in 
their campaign speeches.

The INDIA bloc parties 
such as the Samajwadi Par-
ty (SP) and the Trinamool 

INDIA bloc loses steam as BJP in driver‘s 
seat after Delhi poll results

 AAP convenor Arvind Kejriwal reacts on Delhi Assembly polls 
results

Congress (TMC), though not 
having stakes in Delhi, threw 
their weight behind AAP 
on the grounds that it was 
best-suited to take on the BJP.

The distance between the 
Congress and smaller con-
stituents of the INDIA bloc 
is growing as we saw in the 
Haryana polls when the 
Congress and AAP failed to 
strike an alliance and in Del-
hi where the two parties took 
on each other.

AAP DROWNED DUE TO LIQUOR POLICY, 
FOCUS ON MONEY: ANNA HAZARE

PTI, MUMBAI:  As the BJP on 
Saturday headed to capture 
the Delhi seat of power after 
more than 26 years, activist 
Anna Hazare, once a mentor 
to Arvind Kejriwal, said the 
AAP "drowned" due to the 
liquor policy and its focus on 
money. In a jibe at Kejriwal, 
the anti-graft activist further 
said a candidate's character should be clean and he 
should know the virtues of sacrifice. The Aam Aadmi 
Party, born from Hazare's anti-corruption crusade, is 
trailing behind the Bharatiya Janata Party as votes are 
being counted for the 70-member Delhi assembly polls 
held earlier this week. Trends and results on the Election 
Commission website showed the BJP ahead in 48 seats 
and the AAP in 22.

PTI, WAYANAD (KER-
ALA):  With the BJP poised 
to form government in Del-
hi after more than 26 years, 
Congress general secretary 
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra on 
Saturday said that people 
of the national capital "vot-
ed for change" as they were 
"fed up with the way things 
were".

Priyanka, also the MP 
from Wayanad, told re-
porters here that it was 
obvious during the party's 
meetings ahead of the Del-
hi polls that people wanted 
change.

"They were fed up with 

the way things were and 
they wanted change. I sup-
pose they voted for change. 
My congratulations to all 
those who have won."

"For the rest of us, it just 
means we have to work 
harder, stay there, be on 
the ground and be respon-
sive to the people's issues," 
she said.

Priyanka is on a three-
day visit to Kerala.

According to the latest 
Election Commission of 
India (ECI) trends, the saf-
fron party was ahead in 45 
of the 70 assembly seats 
and AAP in 21.

People voted for change, they 
were fed up: Priyanka Gandhi

Hot air balloons prepare to take off, offering tourists grand views of the snowcapped mountains, 
in Manali, Himachal Pradesh

PTI, NEW DELHI:  Vot-
ers in Delhi preferred 
the 'none of the above' 
option over two na-
tional parties, BSP and 
CPI(M), emerging elec-
tion results data shows.

As votes for the Del-
hi assembly polls were 
counted on Satur-
day, latest data of the 
Election Commission 
showed that NOTA op-
tion got 0.57 per cent 
vote share as compared 
to 0.55 pet cent of the 
Bahujan Samaj Party 
and 0.01 per cent of 
Communist Party of In-
dia (Marxist).

Both BSP and CPI(M) 
are recognised nation 
parties.

Congress, BJP, AAP 
and National People's 
Party are the other rec-
ognised national parties.

According to the data, 
CPI and JD(U) managed 
0.01 per cent and 0.53 
per cent vote share re-
spectively.

The Delhi Assembly 
elections saw a voter 
turnout of 60.54 per 
cent, with 94,51,997 
people casting their 
votes on Wednesday. 
Over 1.55 crore people 
are in the voters list.

Two national parties 
get less vote share than 

NOTA in Delhi polls

PTI, IMPHAL:  Ma-
nipur Chief Minister 
N Biren Singh on Sat-
urday said his gov-
ernment has been 
making all efforts to 
restore peace in the 
strife-torn northeast-
ern state and to en-
sure that people live 
together as before.

"The state govern-
ment has been mak-
ing all possible efforts 
to restore peace and 
to ensure that people 
live together peace-
fully as before," the 
chief minister said.  
More than 250 people 
have been killed and 
thousands rendered 
homeless since ethnic 
violence broke out in 
Manipur in May 2023. 

Speaking at the closing 
ceremony of DGAR Men 

& Women Polo Cham-
pionship 2025, Singh 
appreciated the Army 
and the Assam Rifles for 
organising various tour-
naments and said these 

would play an important 
role in promoting polo 
and protecting ponies 
in Manipur. He sought 
support and coopera-
tion from people in safe-

guarding the ponies. 
Singh also said the 

government has taken 
up various schemes to 
protect ponies in Ma-
nipur and reiterated 
that modern polo orig-
inated from the state.

"A grazing ground 
spanning around 30 
acres has been allo-
cated at Lamphelpat. 
Other grazing grounds 
had also been devel-
oped, including one at 
Pangei in Imphal East 
district," he said.

Singh said that an 
indigenous polo tour-
nament namely Chief 
Minister's Sagol Kang-
jei Championship had 
been started to pre-
serve and promote 
Sagol Kangjei, a tradi-
tional horseback ball 
sport in the state.

Govt making all efforts to restore 
peace in Manipur: CM

HUGE CACHE OF ARMS,  
AMMUNITION SEIZED IN MANIPUR
PTI, IMPHAL:  Security forces seized a 
huge cache of arms and ammunition from 
Manipur's Bishnupur district, police said on 
Saturday. The arms and ammunition were 
seized during a search operation in the Aige-
jang area of the district on Friday, they said.
The seized arms and ammunition include one 
.303 rifle, one bolt action rifle, one .22 pistol 
with magazine, a 9 mm pistol, two SBBL rilfe, 
the police said. Five hand grenades, one 
Chinese hand grenade, four 40 mm Lethod 
grenades, one long-range modified mortar 
shell, two 2-inch mortar shells with carrier, 
two tear gas grenades and one smoke gre-
nade was also seized, the police added.

PTI, NEW DELHI:  The 
Supreme Court is slated 
to hear on Monday a PIL 
seeking the right to passive 
euthanasia for persons af-
flicted with rabies.

A bench of Justices B R 
Gavai and K Vinod Chan-
dran agreed to take up 
the petition filed by NGO 
All Creatures Great and 
Small on February 10 af-
ter the matter was men-
tioned for listing.

In 2020, the top court 
issued notice to the Centre 
and sought responses from 
ministries of health and en-
vironment on the petition 
that was filed in 2019.

In its plea, the NGO 
prayed that a procedure 

should be laid down for ra-
bies patients to allow them 

or their guardians to opt 
for the assistance of physi-

cians for assisted dying or 
passive euthanasia.

On March 9, 2018, a five-
judge Constitution bench 
of the SC held that right 
to life includes right to die 
and legalised passive eu-
thanasia by allowing the 
creation of a 'living will' 
that could provide termi-
nally ill patients or those in 
persistent vegetative state 
(PVS) with no hope of re-
covery a dignified exit by 
refusing medical treatment 
or life support system.

The NGO, represented by 
senior advocate Sonia and 
advocate Noor Rampal, 
seeks to carve out an ex-
ception for rabies patients 
within the apex court 

judgement.
It has said in its peti-

tion that rabies has a 100 
per cent fatality rate and 
can be "more torturous 
and harrowing to suc-
cumb to than other forms 
of ailments".

"These unique symp-
toms of rabies make it an 
exceptional case where 
the patients have to be tied 
and shackled to their beds 
reducing their personal 
freedom, movement digni-
ty and integrity," it said. 

The court should con-
sider the "exceptional/
violent nature of the dis-
ease and the absence of a 
cure thereof that makes it 
a separate class".

SC to hear PIL seeking right to passive 
euthanasia for rabies patients on Monday

In its plea, the NGO prayed that a procedure should 
be laid down for rabies patients to allow them or their 

guardians to opt for the assistance of physicians for 
assisted dying or passive euthanasia

PTI, NEW DELHI:  Delhi Police has arrested 
a sharpshooter associated with the Lawrence 
Bishnoi gang and claimed to have prevented a 
planned shooting for extortion in the city, an 
official said on Saturday.

Harish (21) was apprehended in Rohini's 
Sector 24 with a semi-automatic pistol and 
five live cartridges, the official said.

According to police, on February 7 they got 
informtion that Harish, a close associate of 
gangster Ankit Shehrsha, would be meeting 
his accomplices near Ganda Nala road.

"A trap was laid at the location and at 
9.50 pm, Harish was spotted arriving from 
Rithala. He was apprehended," the officer 
said.

"During interrogation, the sharpshooter 
revealed that he was drawn into the Law-
rence Bishnoi gang through Ankit Shehr-
sha, who was involved in Punjabi singer 
Sidhu Moosewala's murder. Harish came 
into contact with Shehrsha via social me-
dia and was influenced to join the gang," 
he said.

Sharpshooter of 
Lawrence Bishnoi 
gang held in Delhi

PTI

PTI


