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PTI, KOLKATA:  The Cal-
cutta High Court on Friday 
refused to admit the West 
Bengal government's ap-
peal challenging the trial 
court's life term till death 
sentence awarded to RG 
Kar hospital rape-murder 
case convict Sanjay Roy, 

while accepting a similar 
prayer by the CBI.

Passing the judgement, a 
division bench comprising 
justices Debangsu Basak 
and Md Shabbar Rashidi 
said that since the investi-
gation of the case was con-
ducted by the CBI, a central 

Cal HC rejects Bengal Govt appeal, 
upholds life term; admits CBI Plea

agency, it is the appropri-
ate authority to issue direc-
tions for the presentation 
of an appeal against the in-
adequacy of sentence.

"The state government 
cannot issue such directions 
so long as the central gov-
ernment or the CBI is will-
ing to do so," the bench said 
while refusing to admit the 
appeal of the state govern-
ment claiming inadequacy 
of sentence awarded to Roy 
by the additional sessions 
judge of Sealdah court.

The division bench said 
that since the appeal per-
tains to conviction under 
Sections 64 and 66 of the 
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita 
(BNS), 2023, it is required to 
be disposed of within a pe-

riod of six months from the 
date of filing of such appeal.

It directed that paper 
books, a collection of doc-
uments related to the case, 
be prepared within two 
weeks from the date of re-
ceipt of trial court records.

Being dissatisfied with 
the quantum of punish-
ment imposed upon the 
convict, both the Central 
Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI), which conducted 
the trial as prosecution, 
and the state approached 
the high court seeking en-
hancement of the punish-
ment awarded to the con-
vict at the trial.

It was submitted on be-
half of the CBI that at the 
time of hearing on the point 
of sentence, it had request-
ed the trial court to award 
maximum punishment i.e., 
punishment of death to the 
convict.

RG KAR RAPE 
MURDER

PTI, NEW DELHI:  The 
Supreme Court on Friday 
dismissed a plea seeking 
directions to cancel the all 
India quota (AIQ) round 
3 of NEET-PG 2024 coun-
selling and to conduct it 
afresh.

A bench of Justices B R 
Gavai and K Vinod Chan-
dran passed the order af-
ter the counsel appearing 
for the National Medical 
Commission (NMC) said 
any such direction would 
have a cascading effect in 
all the states.

"In case anything has to 
be done now, it will have a 
cascading effect in all the 
states because students 
have already taken part in 
the counselling," said the 
counsel.

He said there was a time 
scheduled for post-gradu-
ate (PG) admission.

NEET-PG 
2024: SC junks 
plea for fresh 
counselling PTI, NEW DELHI:  The Ra-

jya Sabha on Friday took 
up a private member's bill 
to amend the Protection of 
Children from Sexual Of-
fences (POCSO) Act 2012, 
with members cutting 
across party lines calling for 
the need to introduce more 
"victim-centric" reforms to 
add more teeth to the legis-
lation and ensure its effec-
tive implementation.

Introducing the Protec-
tion of Children from Sexu-
al Offences (Amendment), 
2024 Bill for consideration 
and passage during the 
private member's legisla-
tive business, Fauzia Khan 
of the NCP-SCP called for 
severe punishment to sex-
ual predators targeting 
children.

She pointed out that 
according to the NCRB 
(National Crime Records 
Bureau), POSCO cases in-
creased over 94 per cent in 
six years since 2017. The 

Rajya Sabha takes up private 
member’s bill to amend POCSO Act

number of registered cas-
es increased to well over 2 
lakh in May 2024, of which 
1.62 lakh were disposed of.

"The Protection of Chil-
dren from Sexual Offences 
Amendment Bill 2024 aims 
to address these challenges 
by introducing victim-cen-
tric reforms. The key ob-
jectives of this Bill include 
addressing ambiguities 
in reporting offences and 
compensating victims; in-
troducing clear and struc-
tured compensation pro-
cedures to prevent delays; 

mandating training for 
stake-holders, including 
educational institutions 
and child care personnel to 
ensure effective implemen-
tation," Khan said.

Under the proposed 
Bill, police, or the special 
juvenile police unit, must 
present the child before 
the child welfare commit-
tee and report the case to 
the special court - or the 
sessions court if the special 
court is unavailable - with-
in 24 hours of the reporting 
of the incident.

AFP, BUENOS AIRES: A 
stream on the outskirts 
of Buenos Aires turned 
blood red on Thursday, 
causing anxiety among 
residents who blamed it 
on pollution.

People living in Avellane-
da, a town six miles (10 
kilometres) from the center 
of the Argentine capital, de-
scribed being woken by a 
stench emanating from the 
river.

"The smell woke us up. 
In the daytime, when we 
looked at this side of the 
river, it was completely red, 
all stained," Maria Ducomls 
told AFP.

"It looked like a river cov-
ered in blood, it's horrible," 

the 52-year-old said.
The Ministry of the En-

vironment for the prov-
ince of Buenos Aires said 
in a statement that water 
samples had been taken 
to determine what sub-
stance had caused the 
discoloration, citing the 
possibility of an "organ-

ic dye". 
The color of the stream, 

which flows through an 
area of textile and hide pro-
cessing factories, had faded 
by late afternoon, accord-
ing to an AFP journalist.

"It's terrible, you don't 
have to be an inspector to 
see how much pollution the 
poor Sarandi River suffers 
from," said Ducomls, who 
has lived in the area for 
more than 30 years.

"We have seen the riv-
er in other colors -- we've 
seen it bluish, greenish, 
pink, purplish, with grease 
on top that looks like oil," 
she said, blaming near-
by factories for dumping 
waste into the river.

A stream turns blood red in 
Argentina, residents blame pollution

The Ministry of the 
Environment for the 
province of Buenos Aires 
said in a statement that 
water samples had been 
taken to determine what 
substance had caused 
the discoloration, citing 
the possibility of an 
organic dye 

PTI, SINGAPORE:  Singa-
pore's former transport 
minister of Indian origin, 
S. Iswaran, who was jailed 
last October for 12 months 
on corruption charges, was 
placed in "home detention" 
on Friday, a news report said.

"Like all inmates placed 
on the Home Detention 
Scheme, S Iswaran will 
serve his remaining sen-
tence at his residence un-
der specified conditions, 
including curfew moni-
toring using an electron-
ic monitoring tag, being 
gainfully occupied either in 
work, study or training and 
reporting to SPS for coun-
selling," Channel News Asia 
quoted Singapore Prison 
Service (SPS) as saying.

Iswaran began his 

12-month jail term on Octo-
ber 7, 2024. Under the Prisons 
Act, inmates who display good 
conduct in prison are eligible 
for remission after serving 
two-thirds of their sentence 
or 14 days of their sentence, 
whichever ends later.

According to the Channel 
report, prisoners serving 
sentences of four weeks or 
more and serving at least 
14 days of their sentence 

are also eligible to be re-
leased on the home deten-
tion scheme for a period 
not exceeding 12 months.

SPS said factors such 
as conduct, progress, and 
response to rehabilitation 
during prison time are 
taken into account when 
determining eligibility for 
home detention.

"(Iswaran) has been as-
sessed suitable for emplace-
ment on the scheme as he is 
of low risk of re-offending, 
did not commit any institu-
tional offence in prison, and 
has strong family support," 
said the prison service.

"During home deten-
tion, inmates who have 
approved employment 
can leave the home during 
their working hours while 
inmates who are unem-
ployed usually only have a 
few hours out of the home 
in the afternoons," Adrian 
Wee of Lighthouse Law LLC 
here told the Channel.

SPS added that last year, 
about 44 per cent of the in-
mates eligible for home de-
tention were placed on the 
scheme. Iswaran pleaded 
guilty on September 24, 202,4 
to four charges under Section 
165 of the Penal Code, which 
forbids all public servants from 
obtaining any valuable thing 
from someone involved with 
them in an official capacity.

Singapore puts Indian-
origin ex-minister under 

home detention
AP, DAKAR, SENEGAL: 
Armed assailants in west-
ern Nigeria killed at least 
10 soldiers in an ambush 
on a military unit that had 
been sent to hunt cattle 
rustlers in a border region 
near Burkina Faso, Nige-
ria's ruling junta said.

The military unit was 
deployed Monday to 
catch criminals who had 
been stealing the cattle 
in the western village of 
Takzat, the military said 
in a statement broadcast 
Wednesday night. 

“It was during the op-
eration that a group of 
criminals ambushed the 
detachment of the inter-
nal security forces which 
resulted in the loss of 10 
of our soldiers,” the state-
ment said. It did not iden-
tify the attackers.

The attackers managed 
to flee, but the military 
caught and neutralized 15 
“terrorists” on Tuesday, the 
statement added.

Nigeria, along with 
its neighbors Burkina 
Faso and Mali, has for 
over a decade battled 
an insurgency fought by 
jihadi groups, including 
some allied with al-Qai-
da and the Islamic State 
group. 

Following military coups 

in all three nations in re-
cent years, the ruling jun-
tas have expelled French 
forces and turned to 
Russia's mercenary units 
for security assistance. 
The three countries have 
vowed to strengthen their 
cooperation by establish-
ing a new security alli-
ance, the Alliance of Sahel 
States. 

But the security situa-
tion in the Sahel, a vast 
region on the fringes of 
the Sahara Desert, has 
significantly worsened 
since the juntas took 
power, analysts say, 
with a record number 
of attacks and civilians 
killed both by Islamic 
militants and govern-
ment forces.

Ten soldiers were killed 
and seven others injured 
in an attack near Nige-
ria's border with Burkina 
Faso last December, the 
army said. 

10 soldiers killed in 
ambush in Nigeria, 

says army

AP, ANCHORAGE (US):  
Rescuers searched on Fri-
day for any sign of a plane 
that went missing while 
carrying 10 people across 
Alaska's Norton Sound 
south of the Arctic Circle.

The Bering Air Caravan 
was heading from Unal-
akleet to Nome on Thurs-
day afternoon with nine 
passengers and a pilot, 
according to Alaska's De-
partment of Public Safety. 
Authorities were work-
ing to determine its last 
known coordinates.

Unalakleet is a commu-
nity of about 690 people 
in western Alaska, about 

150 miles (about 240 kilo-
meters) southeast of Nome 
and 395 miles (about 640 
kilometers) northwest of 
Anchorage.

The disappearance 
marks the third major inci-
dent in US aviation in eight 
days. A commercial jetliner 
and an Army helicopter col-
lided near the nation's capi-
tal on January 29, killing 67 
people.

A medical transportation 
plane crashed in Philadel-
phia on January 31, killing 
the six people onboard 
and another person on the 
ground.

The Cessna Caravan left 

Unalakleet at 2:37 p.m., and 
officials lost contact with 
it less than an hour later, 
according to David Olson, 
director of operations for 
Bering Air. The aircraft was 
12 miles (19 kilometers) 
offshore, according to the 
US Coast Guard.

“Staff at Bering Air is 
working hard to gather de-
tails, get emergency assis-
tance, search and rescue 
going,” Olson said.

Bering Air serves 32 
villages in western Alas-
ka from hubs in Nome, 
Kotzebue and Unalakleet. 
Most destinations receive 
twice-daily scheduled 

flights Monday through 
Saturday.

Airplanes are often the 
only option for travel of any 
distance in rural Alaska, 
particularly in winter.

The Nome Volunteer Fire 
Department said in a state-
ment on social media that 
ground crews were search-
ing across the coast, from 
Nome to Topkok.

“Due to weather and 
visibility, we are limited 
on air search at the cur-
rent time,” it said. Peo-
ple were told not to form 
their own search parties 
because the weather was 
too dangerous.

Search underway in western Alaska for 
plane carrying 10 people

Nigeria, along with 
its neighbors Burkina 
Faso and Mali,  has for 
over a decade battled 
an insurgency fought 
by jihadi groups, 
including some allied 
with al-Qaida and the 
Islamic State group
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