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Members of Kerala State 
Service Pensioners 
Union (KSSPU) stage a 
demonstration against the 
State govt in front of the 
State Secretariate, in Kerala

Congress MP Priyanka 
Gandhi Vadra with party 
MP K Suresh (R), arrives 
at Parliament during the 
ongoing Budget session, 
in New Delhi

People stand near the 
site of accident after 
a lorry rammed into a 
tractor at Nakarikallu in 
Palnadu, Andhra Pradesh

Bomb squad personnel 
conduct investigation 
at St. Stephen's College 
after it received a bomb 
threat, in New Delhi

PTI, NEW DELHI:  Alleging 
"numerous irregularities" 
in the Maharashtra polls, 
Congress leader Rahul Gan-
dhi on Friday claimed there 
were more registered vot-
ers  than the entire state's 
adult population, and that 
more voters were added in 
five months between the Lok 
Sabha and state polls than in 
the five years before that.

He also asserted that if 
the demand to the Election 
Commission by the state's 
opposition parties -- Con-
gress, Shiv Sena-UBT and 
NCP-SP -- to be given cen-
tralised data of voters' list 
for the Lok Sabha elections 
2024 and the assembly 
polls 2024, is not met, the 
next step would be to ap-
proach the judiciary.

Addressing a joint press 
conference with Shiv Sena 
(UBT)'s Sanjay Raut and 
NCP (SP)'s Supriya Sule, 
Gandhi also alleged that 
names of many voters have 
been deleted or transferred 
ahead of the assembly polls 
and most of these were 
from Dalit, tribal and mi-
nority communities.

He said the opposition 
parties in Maharashtra sus-

pect that the number of de-
letions are much more than 
the number of additions.

"What we've found re-
garding the Maharashtra 
elections raises several 
questions for the Election 
Commission. Between the 
2019 Vidhan Sabha elec-

tions and the 2024 Lok Sab-
ha elections, 32 lakh voters 
were added to Maharash-
tra's electoral rolls over five 
years. However, between 
the 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions and the 2024 Vidhan 
Sabha elections, 39 lakh 
new voters were added in 

Rahul: More voters than adults in Maha, will 
move court if EC fails to act

PTI, NEW DELHI:  Counting of votes for the Delhi as-
sembly polls will take place on Saturday to decide 
whether the AAP comes to power for a fourth term or 
the BJP forms a government in the national capital after 
27 years.

The Congress is also looking for some gains after 
drawing a blank in the last two elections.

Several exit polls have given the BJP an edge over the 
AAP, which has been ruling in Delhi since 2015.

The counting process will begin at 8 am with early 
trends likely to start coming in from initial hours. Ac-
cording to the Election Commission, 60.54 per cent 
votes were polled on Wednesday.

Delhi BJP president Virendra Sachdeva has claimed 
his party will win nearly 50 seats. The AAP has reject-
ed the exit poll predictions, asserting it will form the 
government again with its convener Arvind Kejriwal 
becoming chief minister for the fourth time.

Delhi's Chief Electoral Officer (CEO) Alice Vaz said 
that a total of 5,000 personnel, including counting su-
pervisors, counting assistants, micro-observers, and 
supporting staff trained for the process, will be de-
ployed on Saturday for the counting of votes.

Delhi poll results today: AAP, BJP  
in tight race for victory

just five months," Gandhi 
claimed at the press con-

ference at the Constitution 
Club here.

PTI, MAHAKUMBH NA-
GAR: A fire broke out at 
the ISKCON camp in Ma-
hakumbh Nagar on Friday 
and quickly spread to over 
a dozen nearby camps, 
leaving them gutted, offi-
cials said.  

No casualties have been 
reported.  

Chief Fire Officer Pramod 
Sharma told PTI that the 
blaze was reported at 10.35 
am after which around a 
dozen water tenders were 
rushed to the spot.  

"Upon receiving infor-
mation about the fire at the 
ISKCON camp in Sector 18, 
fire tenders were immedi-
ately dispatched. The fire 
was contained fully in half 
an hour," he said.  

The fire spread to over a 
dozen nearby camps, caus-
ing significant damages.  
Officials said the cause of 
the fire and the damage in-
curred due to it were being 
ascertained.  

DIG (Maha Kumbh) Vai-
bhav Krishna said the fire 
incident has "completely 
been controlled" by the fire 
brigades.  

"There is no one injured 
in it," he posted on X.  

ISKCON's camp was 
highlighted for its mega 
community kitchen being 
run in association with the 
Adani Foundation at Sector 
19. Adani Group chairman 
Gautam Adani and his fami-
ly also visited Maha Kumbh 
in January, distributing free 
meals to pilgrims and of-
fered prayers at Sangam.  

Officials here said, the 
Friday fire took place at 
ISKCON's other camp in 
Sector 18, some distance 
away from its Sector 19 
camp.  

This is the third major 
fire at the Maha Kumbh be-
sides multiple minor such 

incidents.
On January 19, a massive 

fire broke out in the Maha 
Kumbh Mela area's Sector 
19 due to a cylinder blast. 
While no casualties were 
reported, the blaze had left 
over a dozen camps gutted.  

Earlier on January 25, 
two cars caught fire in Sec-
tor 2 of the Maha Kumbh 
fair area, but no casualties 
were reported. Short cir-
cuit in one car led to the fire 
which then spread to the 
other vehicle parked next 
to it, according to officials.  

The Maha Kumbh, which 
started on January 13, will 
continue until February 26.

Fire at camp in Maha Kumbh 
Mela, third incident 

Fire-fighters and security personnel try to control the situation 
after a fire broke out at Sector 18 in Maha Kumbh area, in 
Prayagraj

PTI, NEW DELHI:  As per 
the information available 
with the Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs, the number of 
Indian prisoners, includ-
ing undertrials, in foreign 
jails at present is 10,152, 
the government informed 
Parliament on Friday.

Minister of State for Ex-
ternal Affairs Kirti Vardhan 
Singh in a written response 
to a query in the Lok Sabha 
shared country-wise data 
on such prisoners.

The data shared under 
the head 'total number of 
Indians under trail and 
convicted in foreign jails 
at present' included for 86 
countries, including Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait, the UAE, 
Qatar, Nepal, Pakistan, the 
US, Sri Lanka, Spain, Rus-
sia, Israel, China, Bangla-
desh and Argentina.

While 2,633 Indian pris-
oners are in jails in Saudi 
Arabia and 2,518 such 
prisoners are in jails in 
the UAE, as per the data 
shared in his response.

Also, 1,317 Indian pris-
oners are in jails in Nepal, 
while the corresponding 

Number of Indian prisoners in foreign 
jails at present is 10,152: Govt tells Parl

numbers in Pakistan and 
Sri Lanka stand at 266 and 
98 respectively, according 
to the data. 

"As per the information 

available with the Ministry, 
the number of Indian pris-
oners, including undertrials, 
in foreign prisons at present 
is 10,152," Singh said. 
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