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PTI, NEW DELHI: Railway Board has 
extended its deadline for the instal-
lation of Automatic Train Protection 
System, Kavach, on Delhi-Mumbai 
and Delhi Kolkata route from March 
to December 2025.

"Track side equipment for Kavach 
Version 4.0 on the 3,000 Km route 
of New Delhi-Mumbai and New Del-
hi-Kolkata will be completed by Dec, 
2025 and work on the remaining sec-
tion is underway," budget document, 
'Railways estimates for Revised Es-
timates 2024-25 and Budget Esti-
mates 2025-26' shared by the Board 
on February 1, 2025 said.

The Railway Ministry had on Au-
gust 7 last year said that Kavach 
work would be completed on the 
route by March, 2025.

"Indian Railways has adopted in-
digenously developed Kavach as 
National ATP system in 2020 and 
after indigenous development spec-
ification for Kavach Version 4.0 was 
approved in July '24. Work for the 
installation of Kavach on 10,000 lo-
comotives has already started," the 
budget document said.

According to railways, Kavach is 

a complex technology with multiple 
components such as RFID tags meant 
to be installed along the track length, 
telecom towers throughout the sec-
tion, optical fibre cable along the 
track, and Loco Kavach on each and 
every locomotive.

"Kavach installation work is going 
on across all Indian Railway net-
works on a mission mode. The latest 
version, Kavach, ie, 4.0 was approved 
by the Research Design and Stand-
ards Organization in July 2024. 

"Since it is a very complex technol-
ogy ... its installation is time taking. 

However, we are much faster as com-
pared to other developed countries," 
a railway source said.

Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw 
recently said that the entire rail net-
work will be covered by Kavach in the 
next six years.

Vaishnaw had earlier said that 
developed countries like Germany, 
France, Italy, which are one-fourth 
the size of India, took over 20 years 
to operationalise automatic train 
protection systems across their rail 
network, but Indian railways will 
achieve it in less time.

Kavach aids the Loco Pilot in run-
ning of trains within specified speed 
limits by automatic application of 
brakes in case Loco Pilot fails to do 
so and also helps trains run safely 
during inclement weather.

On December 20 last year, 
Vaishnaw informed the RS in a writ-
ten reply  that the first field trials on 
the passenger trains were started in 
February 2016, and based on the ex-
perience and Independent Safety As-
sessment of the system, three firms 
were approved in 2018-19 for supply 
of Kavach Ver 3.2.

Kavach on Mumbai-Delhi-Kolkata train 
route: Deadline extended to Dec ‘25

PTI, BENGALURU: Fugitive busi-
nessman Vijay Mallya on Wednesday 
claimed before the Karnataka High 
Court that the Rs 6,200 crore debt 
he owes to banks has been recovered 
"multiple times over," and sought a 
statement, detailing the amounts re-
covered from him, United Breweries 
Holdings Ltd (UBHL, now in liquida-
tion), and other certificate debtors.

The High Court issued a notice to 
banks in response to the petition 
filed by Mallya on February 3. Justice 
R Devdas directed the banks to re-
spond by February 13.

As an interim relief, the petition also 
sought a stay on any further asset sales 
by banks under the amended recovery 
certificate until clarity is provided on 
the full settlement of the debt.

Senior advocate Sajan Poovayya, 
representing Mallya, argued that the 
winding-up order against Kingfish-
er Airlines and its holding company, 
UBHL, had been upheld at all judicial 
levels, including the Supreme Court.

Poovayya contended that the 
debts had already been recovered, 
yet additional recovery proceedings 

continued against Mallya. He also in-
formed the court that a debt recov-
ery tribunal (DRT) had ordered King-
fisher Airlines, as the primary debtor, 
and UBHL, as the guarantor, to pay Rs 
6,200 crore.

"That order attained finality. How-
ever, between 2017 and now, the 
Rs 6,200 crore has been recovered 
multiple times over. According to an 
admitted statement, as of today, the 
recovery officer confirms that Rs 
10,200 crore has been recovered. 
Additionally, the official liquidator 
states that the banks have regained 
their dues, and even the Finance 
Minister informed Parliament that 
Rs 14,000 crore has been recovered," 
he stated.

 He clarified that the petition 
does not dispute the repayment 
of loans, but argues that under the 
Companies Act, once the debt is ful-
ly repaid, the guarantor company 
(UBHL) has no remaining liability 
and can seek revival.

 However, this process requires a 
certification from the recovery of-
ficer confirming that the debt has 
been fully settled, which has not yet 
been issued. Meanwhile, recoveries 
continue without clarity on whether 
the primary debt has been entirely 
paid, the petition said.

 The plea requests the banks to 
provide a statement detailing the 
amounts recovered in their favour, 
along with information about the 
original owners of the assets used 
to generate these recoveries, fol-
lowing the amended recovery cer-
tificate issued by the DRT on April 
10, 2017.

 Additionally, it seeks a record 
of any assets belonging to Mallya, 
UBHL, or third parties that remain 
with the banks but have not yet been 
utilised for loan recovery. 

Debt recovered multiple 
times over, says Mallya

Karnataka HC issues notice to banks asking for details
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PTI, SHEOPUR: Five 
more African cheetahs 
were released from en-
closures into the forest 
at the Kuno National 
Park (KNP) in Madhya 
Pradesh's Sheopur dis-
trict on Wednesday.

With this, of the total 
26 cheetahs at the KNP, 
seven are out in the 
wild.

Chief Minister Mohan 
Yadav released female 
cheetahs Dheera and Asha 
along with Asha's three 
cubs into the wild in the 
afternoon.

He also reviewed the 
Project Cheetah, rolled 
out in September 2022 
to reintroduce the fast-
est land animal in India 
which became extinct in 
the country in 1952, with 
officials.

"It is a matter of im-
mense happiness to see 
that the cheetah, once ex-
tinct from Asia, is expand-
ing its family in Madhya 
Pradesh," the CM said.

On Tuesday, CM Yadav 
had shared news that two 
cubs were born to cheetah 
Veera.

The KNP is now home 
to 26 cheetahs — 14 cubs 
and 12 adults.

Of these, seven chee-
tahs — four adults and 
three cubs — are now in 
the wild, while 19 — eight 
adults and 11 cubs — are 
left in the enclosures.

In December last 
year, cheetahs Vayu 
and Agni were released 
into the wild from their 
enclosures.

On September 17, 
2022, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi released 
eight Namibian chee-
tahs -- five females and 
three males -- into en-
closures at the KNP as 
part of the world's first 
intercontinental trans-
location of the big cats, 
seven decades after the 
animal became extinct 
in India due to hunting 
and habitat loss.

5 more cheetahs 
released from 

enclosures in MP

Kavach installation work is 
going on across all Indian 

Railway networks on a mission 
mode. The latest version, Kavach, 
ie, 4.0 was approved by the 
Research Design and Standards 
Organization (RDSO) in July 
2024. Since it is a very complex 
technology ... its installation is 
time taking. However, we are 
much faster as compared to other 
developed countries
— Railway Source 


