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Industrialist Gautam Adani’s 
son Jeet Adani meets a 
‘divyang’ couple during 
a function to announce 
‘Mangal Seva’ ahead of his 
wedding ceremony

Union External Affairs 
Minister S Jaishankar during 
a meeting with Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization 
Secretary-General Nurlan 
Yermekbayev, in New Delhi

Union Minister 
Jyotiraditya Scindia 
addresses a gathering 
at the North East 
Trade and Investment 
Roadshow, in Chennai

Kerala Finance Minister 
K N Balagopal poses 
for photographs 
ahead of the Budget 
presentation, in 
Thiruvananthapuram

PTI, CHENNAI: Music 
maestro A R Rahman 
turned up for a surprise 
performance at Ed Sheer-
an's concert here tonight 
and delighted fans by jam-
ming with the British sing-
er on a mashup of ‘Shape of 
You' and ‘Urvashi Urvashi'.

The fans erupted with 
joy as soon as Sheeran an-
nounced Rahman's name. 
The double Oscar win-
ner sang the Tamil ver-
sion of his popular track 
“Urvashi Urvashi” with 
Sheeran joining in with the 
lines from his global hit 
‘Shape of You' at the YMCA  
grounds, Nandanam. 

Sheeran, who is current-
ly on the India leg of ‘The 
Mathematics (+-=÷x) Tour', 
met 

Rahman and his son A R 
Ameen ahead of his Chen-
nai performance.

Ameen, also a singer, 
shared a series of pictures 
with Sheeran and Rahman 
on his Instagram page on 
Tuesday, tagging Sheeran 
in the caption with many 
heart emoticons.

In one of the photos, 
Sheeran can be seen posing 
with Rahman and Ameen. 

The other image shows the 
British singer-songwriter 
clicking a picture of Rah-
man as he worked on his 
music in the studio.

Sheeran also shared 
a video on Instagram in 
which he can be seen sing-
ing his love ballad “Perfect” 
with the students of Rah-
man's KM College of Music 
& Technology.

"Singing perfect with the 
amazing choir at @kmmc-
chennai here in Chennai 
today, wowsers (flip side-
ways for the full experience 
gang) (sic)” he captioned 
the clip.

Previously, a fan club 
of the singer-songwrit-

er shared a video of him 
getting a head massage  
in Chennai.

“Ed getting a head mas-
sage in Chennai,” the cap-
tion read. In the clip, Sheer-
an can be jokingly heard 
saying, “This is abuse”.

Sheeran also shared 
the video of the massage 
on his Instagram Stories 
with a cheeky note: “This  
kinda slaps”.

At the Chennai show, the 
singer will be joined by Jon-
ita Gandhi on stage.

He will conclude his tour, 
organised by AEG Presents 
Asia and BookMyShow 
Live, on February 15 with a 
performance in Delhi-NCR. 

A R Rahman drops in to jam with 
Ed Sheeran at Chennai concert

A R Rahman and his son A R Ameen with British musician Ed 
Sheeran, prior to the concert in Chennai

PTI, NEW DELHI: The AAP 
rejected the exit poll re-
sults for the Delhi Assem-
bly election on Wednesday, 
saying the pollsters have 
"historically" underesti-
mated its performance, 
while the BJP termed the 
predictions an assertion of 
people's urge for change.

As voting for the 
70-member Delhi Assem-
bly concluded at 6 pm on 
Wednesday, most exit polls 
predicted an edge to the 
BJP over the ruling Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP).

AAP's national spokes-
person Reena Gupta told 
PTI that exit polls have 
historically underesti-
mated the Arvind Kejriw-
al-led party but in actual 
results, the party gains 
several times more than  
these projections.

"You look at any exit poll 
– whether in 2013, 2015 or 
2020 – the AAP was always 
shown getting a smaller 
number of seats. But it 
got a greater number of 
seats in the actual results,"  
Gupta said.

She claimed that the peo-
ple of Delhi have voted for 
the AAP in large numbers 
and asserted that the party 
is going to register a "his-
toric" victory, with Kejriwal 
becoming the chief minis-
ter for a fourth time.

The poll results are 
scheduled to be declared 
on Saturday.

Exit polls are projections 
made by election-survey 
agencies, based on inter-
views of voters as they 
come out of polling booths 
after casting their votes. 
These may vary widely 
from the actual results.

Delhi BJP president 
Virendra Sachdeva said 
the party respects the exit 
poll predictions. "I believe 
the people of Delhi made 
up their minds long ago 
that they wanted change,"  
he added.

AAP rejects 
exit polls

Says its performance in Delhi 
has been underestimated

You look at any exit 
poll – whether in 

2013, 2015 or 2020 – the 
AAP was always shown 
getting a smaller number 
of seats. But it got a 
greater number of seats in 
the actual results
— Reena Gupta, AAP’s 
national spokesperson

DELHI 
ELECTIONS

PTI, AYODHYA (UP): 
More than 65 per cent of 
the total 3.70 lakh voters 
exercised their franchise 
in the bypoll to the Milki-
pur Assembly constitu-
ency of Uttar Pradesh on 
Wednesday, surpassing 
the turnout recorded in 
the 2022 assembly polls.

The voting began at 7 
am and continued till 5 pm, 
officials said, adding those 
who queued up outside 
poll booths before that will 
be allowed to vote.

Samajwadi Party pres-
ident Akhilesh Yadav al-
leged "fake voting" and 
rigging by officials, but 
senior police officers re-
jected the charge and said 
voting is going on peace-
fully at all polling stations.

According to the Elec-
tion Commission (EC), 
65.35 per cent votes were 
cast till the completion of 
voting. The final poll per-

centage can go up as the 
data is compiled from all 
the 414 polling stations.

The turnout is more 
than that recorded in the 
2022 assembly polls when 
it was 60.23 per cent.

The Milkipur bypoll has 
turned into a prestige bat-
tle between the Samajwa-
di Party and the Bharatiya 
Janata Party as the seat is 
part of the politically sig-
nificant Ayodhya district.

SP chief Yadav alleged 
that presiding officers are 
"fulfilling the target of fake 
voting" in the constituency 
asked the Election Commis-
sion and the Supreme Court 
to take cognisance of the 
"enemies of democracy".

Yadav posted on social 
media platform X an au-
dio clip from a purported 
sting and said, "This is 
a sting operation of the 
truth of presiding officers 
who are fulfilling the tar-

get of fake voting for the 
ruling party."

He alleged that police 
are checking identity 
cards of voters to "create 
fear" in them.

In an another post on X, 
Yadav said, "The Election 
Commission should im-
mediately take cognisance 
of pictures related to the 
news that Ayodhya Police 
-- senior police officers 
included -- is checking the 
ID cards of voters in Milki-
pur."

"This is a murder of 
democracy by indirectly 
influencing voting by cre-
ating fear among voters. 
Such people should be re-
moved immediately and 
punitive action should be 
taken," he said attaching a 
picture with his post.

However, Ayodhya Sen-
ior Superintendent of 
Police Raj Karan Nayyar 
categorically refuted the 
accusations.

The SSP said the photo 
in question depicted po-
lice personnel verifying 
the identification creden-
tials of a polling agent, 
and emphasised that law 
enforcement officers are 
not conducting any verifi-
cation of voters' identifica-
tion documents.

Talking to reporters, Sa-
majwadi Party leader and 
Faizabad MP Awadhesh 
Prasad alleged the BJP 
wanted to win the election 
by creating pressure on 

Over 65% voting in Milkipur 
bypoll, surpasses 2022 turnout

officers to influence voting.

People wait to cast their votes during the Milkipur Assembly 
by-election, in Ayodhya district, on Wednesday

PTI, NEW DELHI: Hitting 
out at the Centre over the 
draft University Grants 
Commission (UGC) regu-
lations, the Congress on 
Wednesday said the justi-
fication that the rules have 
been updated for com-
pliance with the National 
Education Policy does not 
withstand scrutiny and 
must be rolled back.

Congress general sec-
retary in-charge commu-
nications Jairam Ramesh 
said the State Higher Edu-
cation Ministers Conclave 
was hosted in Bengaluru 
by Karnataka minister M 
C Sudhakar with six min-
isters or their represent-
atives from Karnataka, 
Telangana, Kerala, Tamil 
Nadu, Himachal Pradesh 
and Jharkhand (all-opposi-
tion ruled states) adopting 

a 15-point resolution on 
the UGC's "draconian" draft 
Regulations, 2025.

"The constitutional prin-
ciple of federalism is sac-
rosanct and the quality of 
higher education should be 
one of the ultimate endeav-
ours of the Ministry of Ed-
ucation. The National Ed-
ucation Policy (NEP) 2020 
does not prevail over either 
and the justification that 
the rules have been updat-
ed for compliance with the 
NEP 2020 does not with-
stand scrutiny," he said.

These draft regulations 
must be rolled back imme-
diately, Ramesh asserted.

The Conclave discussed 
the various provisions of 
the draft University Grants 
Appointment and Pro-
motion of Teachers and 
Academic Staff in Univer-

6 Opposition-ruled states demand 
roll back of UGC draft rules

sities and Colleges 
and Measures for the 
Maintenance of Stand-
ards in Higher Educa-
tion Regulations, 2025 
and Grading of Higher 
Education Institutions 
based on implementa-
tion of NEP 2020.

In a joint statement, 
they said the state 
governments must be 
given a pivotal role 
in the appointment 
of vice chancellors to 
state public universi-
ties. They asserted that 
the draft UGC regula-
tions do not envisage 

any role for the state govern-
ments in the appointment of 
the vice chancellors of public 
universities established un-
der state Acts and thus, im-
pinge on the legitimate rights 
of the state in a federal setup.

Over 450 take ill 
in Kolhapur

PTI, KOLHAPUR: More 
than 450 persons fell ill 
due to suspected food 
poisoning after attending 
a village fair in western 
Maharashtra's Kolhapur 
district, police said on 
Wednesday. About 50 
persons were undergoing 
treatment at hospital at 
present and the condition 
of all of them was said to 
be stable, said an official of 
Kurundwad police station.

A fair had been organ-
ised at Shivnakwadi vil-
lage where ‘kheer' was 
served as ‘prasad', he said.

“People started com-
plaining of diarrhoea, nau-
sea and fever since this 
morning. So far, 450 peo-
ple have fallen sick due to 
suspected food poisoning. 
Most of them are claiming 
that they had ‘kheer' at the 
fair. But there were food 
stalls too,” the police offi-
cial said.


