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ENVIRONMENTAL DISREGARD

People frequenting the cycling and walkway track have dumped (see inset) broken liquor bottles and 
other waste into the River Mandovi

SAGUN GAWADE
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PANJIM: The All India 
Trade Union Congress 
(AITUC) held a protest at 
Azad Maidan, pressing for 
its long pending demands 
such as scrapping and re-
voking the government’s 
anti-labour notification 
prohibiting strikes in phar-
ma companies, issues of 
the people employed in 
various sectors in Goa and 
implementation of 7th Pay 
Commission recommenda-
tion for panchayat employ-
ees among others.

AITUC General Secretary 
Christopher Fonseca point-
ed out that contract work-
ers employed in Public 
Works Department (PWD) 
through PWD Labour Sup-
ply Society Limited contin-
ue to languish as contract 
workers denying them the 
benefits of regularisation, 
300 workers employed in 
Sanjivani Sahakari Sakhar 
Karkhana Ltd have un-

certain future, Goa State 
Co-operative Milk Produc-
ers' employees have not 
been paid their legal dues, 
workers and employees of 
Kadamba Transport Cor-
poration Limited (KTCL) 
have not been paid their 
arrears of settlement while 
pre-primary helpers em-
ployed in the education de-
partment are paid pathetic 
and meagre salaries.

He also pointed out that 

overtime wages and duty 
roaster of workmen ‘Flotil-
la Staff’ employed at River 
Navigation Department 
have not been resolved.

Advocate Suhas Naik 
claimed that there is no 
place for common man 
in the Union budget pre-
sented recently by Union 
Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman.

“As per the proposals 
there will be no income 

tax up to Rs 12 lakh, but 
the question is how many 
youth today are earning 
Rs 12 lakh per annum. One 
has to earn Rs one lakh per 
month to get Rs 12 lakh per 
year. This is for those be-
longing to the creamy layer 
of the society. Even provi-
sions for health and educa-
tion too have been reduced 
in this budget,” he said.

“Demands of KTCL work-
ers are still pending. They 

have not been paid the ar-
rears of the 7th Pay Com-
mission. Services of driv-
ers and conductors who 

have worked continuously 
for two years are yet to be 
regularised. Issues related 
to Provident Fund are not 
resolved. Similarly, those 
working in the River Nav-
igation Department (RND) 
have not been paid for 
working overtime,” he said.

“ESMA has been imposed 
for private pharmaceutical 
manufacturing company 
employees but ESMA is for 
public utility service not for 
private companies. Public 
utility means departments 
like education, health, elec-
tricity and water,” he said. 
He asked, “Why has ESMA 
been imposed when the 
companies are producing 
medicines and sold in Euro-
pean markets for profits?”

“These companies are 
in the business for profits. 
Therefore, it is our firm 
demand that ESMA should 
not be imposed in the 
pharma sector and must be 
withdrawn immediately,” 
he demanded.

LABOUR DEMANDS ECHO IN PANJIM
AITUC wants ESMA in the pharma sector withdrawn immediately; presses for long pending 

demands including implementation of 7th Pay Commission for panchayat employees
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PANJIM: North Goa Dis-
trict Collector Sneha Gitte, 
has dismissed the petition 
filed by Douglas Sequei-
ra seeking action against 
the alleged illegal devel-
opment of plots without  
obtaining sanction and 
non-compliance of pro-
cedure under the Code of  
Comunidades.  

The High Court of Bom-
bay at Goa had ordered a 
probe by the North Goa 
Collector, filed against the 
Comunidade of Tivim by Se-
queira in August 2023, per-
taining to the alleged pro-
cedural lapses, fraudulent 
activities, manipulation of 
documents, mismanage-
ment of plot allotments and 
misappropriation of funds 
by the Comunidade.

Following an inquiry, the 
Collector in her 45-page or-
der has concluded that the 
Comunidade of Tivim had 
strictly adhered to the pre-

scribed procedures as laid 
out by the Code of Comuni-
dades and as a consequence 
dismissed all allegations 
and objections filed by Se-
queira against the Comuni-
dade. 

Following thorough in-
vestigations, the Collector 
acknowledged compliance 
by the Comunidade of 
Tivim with previous High 
Court directives, and in all 
matters presented.

The Collector subse-
quently dismissed the peti-
tioner’s appeal. 

After the order, the 
elected committee mem-
bers of the Comunidade of 
Tivim stated that they are 
committed to serving the  
Gaonkars of the Comu-
nidade and will continue  
to support them uncondi-
tionally.

On the other hand, 
Sequeira said that he 
will approach the High 
Court challenging the  
Collector’s order. 
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PANJIM: Government has 
announced penal action 
against dairy farmers who 
avail of various benefits for 
dairy, if animals purchased 
under schemes such as 
Kamdhenu and Pashupalan 
are found straying in public 
places or on roads. 

Speaking to reporters, 
Director of Animal Hus-
bandry and Veterinary Ser-
vices, Nitin Naik stated that 
officers from the depart-
ment have been instructed 
to impound cattle found 
roaming on the roads.  

“Any animal found un-
attended in public places 
or on the roads will be im-
pounded immediately by 
the concerned authorities. 

If any animal purchased 
under the department’s 
schemes, namely Kamd-
henu and Pashupalan, is 
found straying in public 
places or on roads, the en-
tire subsidy will be recov-
ered from the farmer in 
full,” Naik said.  

He added that any ani-
mal belonging to a farmer 
or beneficiary participat-
ing in the various schemes 
of the Animal Husbandry 
and Veterinary Services de-
partment would be sent to 
Ghaushallas (cow shelters).  

Naik acknowledged that 
despite impounding stray 
animals, the number of 
cattle roaming the streets 
continues to rise, causing 
traffic congestion, road ac-
cidents, and even fatalities.  
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PANJIM: The Goa government 
is preparing technical termi-
nology in the Official Language 
to be used during the prepara-
tion and translation of school 
textbooks in Konkani, in ac-
cordance with the National 
Education Policy (NEP) 2020.

A Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) has already 
been signed with the Commis-
sion for Scientific and Techni-
cal Terminology (CSTT), New 
Delhi, Ministry of Education, 
to prepare, coin, and frame 
technical terminologies in var-
ious domains of knowledge in 
the Konkani language.

The CSTT is the only author-
ity responsible for creating, 
coining, and framing tech-
nical terminology in Indian 
languages. The signing of the 
MoU with the Directorate of 
Official Languages will assist 
in preparing, coining, and 

framing technical terminology 
in Konkani. Additionally, it will 
facilitate the creation of text-
books in regional languages 
and will be useful for transla-
tion and research purposes.

So far, workshops to achieve 
this goal have been conducted 
in August and September of last 
year, covering fundamentals in 
Mass Communication/Journal-
ism, Chemistry, and a Learner's 
Glossary for school-level sub-

jects such as Computer Science, 
Environmental Studies, and 
Mathematics. A workshop on 
fundamentals in Zoology, Agri-
culture, and Learners’ terms in 
Chemistry, Computer Science, 
and Mathematics for High 
School is currently ongoing. 
Further workshops in domains 
such as Physics, Law and Leg-
islative Affairs, Accountancy, 
Fisheries, Forestry, and Ocean-
ography will also be held soon.
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PANJIM: The vigilance 
clearance was granted to 
Chief Town Planner (CTP) 
Rajesh Naik since the pre-
liminary inquiry against 
him was ongoing and there 
was no FIR or chargesheet 
registered, and the private 
complaint filed was not of 
such a nature as to withhold 
the clearance, the Director 
of Vigilance stated in an af-
fidavit filed before the High 
Court of Bombay at Goa.

Director of Vigilance, 
Amarsen Rane further stat-
ed that the preliminary in-
quiry will conclude within 
a month. 

It is pertinent to note 
that the vigilance clearance 

to Naik was granted on 
June 14, 2024. 

The High Court is hearing 
a quo warranto petition filed 
by activists Swapnesh Sher-
lekar of Mulgao and Nubert 
Fernandes of Camurlim.

Additionally, anoth-
er nine complaints filed 
against Naik from 2016 
until June 14, 2024, will be 
taken to their logical con-
clusion at the earliest, as 
stated in the affidavit. The 
petitioners have request-
ed that the State govern-
ment be asked to revoke 
the extension of service 
orders dated May 1, 2024, 
and September 10, 2024, 
post-superannuation for 
Naik, and to restrain him 
from making any decisions 

on planning matters that 
have financial or ecological 
repercussions for the State.

Three cases are pending 
before the JMFC Pernem, 
JMFC Panjim, and JMFC Ma-
pusa against Naik and oth-
ers. The Criminal Investiga-
tion Service (CIS) disclosed 
that the three private crim-
inal complaints were all 
filed in August/September 
2024, i.e., after the vigilance 
clearance dated June 14, 
2024, was granted. These 
three private complaints 
are pending the completion 
of the verification stage, as 
mentioned.

The State Cabinet, on Au-
gust 28, 2024, decided to 
extend Naik’s services for a 
period of one year.
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PANJIM: Cacra in Tiswadi Taluka 
and Arambol in Pernem Taluka are 
among 100 coastal villages across the 
country selected as Climate Resilient 
Coastal Fishermen Villages (CRCFV) 
to make them economically vibrant 
fishing communities.

Minister for Fisheries Nilkant 
Halarnkar chaired a meeting on 
Wednesday with Santa Cruz MLA 
Rudolfo Fernandes and Mandrem 
MLA Jit Arolkar to discuss the de-
velopment of coastal fishing villages 
into Climate Resilient Coastal Fish-
ermen Villages (CRCFV) under the 
PMMSY (Pradhan Mantri Matsya  
Sampada Yojana).

The Ministry of Fisheries, Animal 
Husbandry & Dairying, Department 
of Fisheries, New Delhi, has initiat-
ed the development of 100 coastal 
villages as Climate Resilient Coastal 
Fishermen Villages.

Under this scheme, the State gov-
ernment will receive full funding 
from the Government of India, with 
an allocation of Rs 2 crore per vil-
lage dedicated to the development 
of essential fisheries infrastructure 

and facilities.
According to the Minister, 70 per 

cent of the cost will be allocated to 
infrastructure, while 30 per cent will 
go towards fisheries economic activ-
ities, in line with the scheme's guide-
lines.

WAPCOS (PEA), appointed by the 
Department of Fisheries, has pre-
pared the Detailed Project Report 
(DPR), which has been approved by 
the National Fisheries Development 
Board, Hyderabad. The board has 
been designated as the nodal agency 
by the Union government.

The need-based fisheries facil-
ities developed in the identified 
coastal fishing villages will include 
common facilities such as fish dry-
ing yards, processing centres, fish 
markets, fishing jetties, ice plants, 
cold storage, and emergency res-
cue facilities. The programme also 
promotes climate-resilient fisher-
ies through initiatives such as sea-
weed cultivation, artificial reefs, sea 
ranching, the promotion of green 
fuel, safety and security measures 
for fishermen and fishing vessels, 
and alternative livelihood activities 
such as ornamental fisheries.

Collector dismisses 
illegal development 

petition against 
Tivim Comunidade

Cacra and Arambol 
selected as climate resilient 
coastal fishermen villages
100 coastal villages across the country to 
receive Rs 2 crore each for development

Govt to develop technical 
terminology for Konkani 

textbooks under NEP 2020

Action against dairy  
farmers for straying cattle

Vigilance clearance granted to CTP 
despite ongoing inquiries, HC told

PANJIM: (CSTT, New Delhi, in collaboration with the Director-
ate of Official Language (DOL), will conduct a five-day techni-
cal terminology creation/coining workshop at the DOL office 
in Junta House, Panjim, from Thursday, February 6 to 10.
The CSTT has finalised the experts for the workshop according 
to their parameters. Each subject team will comprise respec-
tive subject experts, Konkani language experts, a Sanskrit 
language expert, and a linguist.
Assistant Director of CSTT Dr. Ashok Shelwatkar and Shalandra 
Singh will attend the workshop.

WORKSHOP FROM TODAY
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MAPUSA: The CEO of 
Rio Luxury Homes, 
Nilesh Dessai, has as-
sured the protesters 
from Oxel, Siolim, that 
the management will 
not cut any further 
trees and will protect 
the iconic mango tree 
within its compound.

This assurance was 
given to villagers just 
a few hours after they 
staged a candlelight pro-
test in Oxel, Siolim.

The CEO also assured 

the protesters that a 
written undertaking 
would be provided by 
the company to support 
its commitment not to 

cut any further trees at 
its Oxel multi-dwelling 
project, informed Goa 
Green Brigade convenor 
Avertino Miranda.

Oxel protesters assured 
no more trees will be cut
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PANJIM: President of the Al-
dona Comunidade, Melwyn 
Fernandes, on Wednesday 
stated that he has received 
numerous calls from people 
requesting that no action be 
taken against the alleged il-
legal houses built on Comu-
nidade property, but he is de-
termined to ensure that all 60 
houses constructed on Comu-
nidade land are demolished.

“There is land at Sainagar 
and Ramtollem. There are at 
least 60 illegal structures. I 

had instructed them to fol-
low the legal procedure three 
years ago, but they did noth-
ing. When we visited the sites 
on the Administrator's direc-
tion to identify the houses, 
we were threatened,” he said.

“I am acting according to 
what the Gaonkar wants. No 
politician should interfere in 
this matter, or we will involve 
them and file contempt pe-
titions before the Supreme 
Court. I will ensure that all 60 
houses are demolished as per 
the Supreme Court order,”  
he added.

Aldona Comunidade to 
raze 60 illegal structures 

WORKERS’ PLIGHT
 Contract workers 

employed in PWD through 
PWD Labour Supply Soci-
ety Ltd denied regularisa-
tion benefits

 300 Sanjivani workers 
face uncertain future,

 Goa State Co-operative 
Milk Producers' employees 
not paid their legal dues

 KTCL employees not 
been paid arrears of  
settlement

 Education Dept’s 
pre-primary helpers paid 
meagre salaries

 Overtime wages and 
duty roaster of workmen 
‘Flotilla Staff’ at RND not 
resolved


