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PTI, MUMBAI:  The Ma-
harashtra government on 
Monday made it mandato-
ry to use Marathi for com-
munication in all its offices 
and semi-government es-
tablishments, and warned 
employees not following 
the directive will face disci-
plinary action.

The planning department 
issued a notification making 
the use of Marathi language 
mandatory in government 
and semi-government offic-
es, and asserted the decision 
applies to communication, 
official signage, and docu-
mentation across the state.

According to the notifica-
tion, all government offices, 
municipal bodies, state corpo-
rations, and public institutions 
must display text in Marathi 
Devanagari script alongside 
Roman lettering on computer 
keypads and printers.

Visitors to government 
offices are also required to 

communicate in Marathi, 
except for those who do not 
speak the language, such 
as foreigners or non-Mar-
athi speakers from outside 
Maharashtra. Notices and 
signage inside offices also 
must be in Marathi, it said.

Government employees 
who do not follow these 
language rules will face dis-
ciplinary action. Complaints 
about non-compliance can 
be made to office heads or 
department heads, who will 
investigate and take action, 
if necessary, the order said.

All official documents, 
including proposals, letters, 
and circulars, must be in 
Marathi, as per the Maha-
rashtra Official Language 
Act, 1964. Presentations 
and internal communica-
tions should also be in Mar-
athi, the notification said.

The state government di-
rected that nameplates and 
signage in its offices and 
public sector enterprises 
must be in Marathi. New 
businesses must register 
their names in Marathi 
without English transla-

tions, it emphasised.
The policy aims to promote 

the use of Marathi in the state 
administration and public 
life, and the government was 
committed to enforce the lan-
guage rules across all depart-
ments and institutions, said 
the notification.

The Marathi Language 
Policy, approved last year, 
had recommended the use 
of Marathi in all public af-
fairs to further the steps 
taken for the preservation, 
conservation, promotion, 
dissemination and develop-
ment of the language.

In October last year, the 
Centre granted the status of 
classical language to Mara-
thi, fulfilling a long-standing 
demand of the state. The 
Centre had then said the 
classical language status 
will lead to creation of sig-
nificant employment oppor-
tunities, particularly in aca-
demic and research fields. 

Speaking in  Marathi made 
mandatory in Maha govt officesPTI, PUNE:  Eleven per-

sons, including two law-
yers, were arrested for al-
leged involvement in a "bail 
surety" racket, a Pune po-
lice official said on Monday.

The gang used forged 
documents and fake 
stamps as part of the rack-
et, the official said.

"A surety is a person who 
guarantees that the ac-
cused will appear in court 
after being granted bail. 

Since people generally do 
not stand as surety or guar-
antors for criminals, the 
gang used to approach kin 
of such persons. They used 
to get bail for the accused 
by standing as surety after 
submitting forged Aadhaar 
and ration cards etc in re-
turn for money," he said.

Further probe into the extent of 
the racket and the accused who have 
got bail with the help of this gang is 
underway, he added.

Pune cops bust bail 
surety racket, 11 arrested 

PTI, MOSCOW: A blast 
in an upscale residential 
block in Moscow killed one 
person and wounded four 
others on Monday morn-
ing, Russian news agencies 
reported, citing emergency 
officials.

Those wounded in the 
blast, the cause of which 
was not revealed, were 
hospitalised in grave 
condition, Russia's state 
news agency RIA Novosti 

reported, citing Moscow 
health officials.

The authorities said a 
criminal case has been 
launched into the explo-
sion, but they didn't say on 
what charges.

Footage released by 
Russia's main investiga-
tive agency, the Investiga-
tive Committee, showed 
a building hall with glass 
doors shattered and sus-
pended ceilings torn up. 

Visitors to government offices are also required 
to communicate in Marathi, except for those who 
do not speak the language, such as foreigners or 
non-Marathi speakers from outside Maharashtra. 
Notices and signage inside offices also must be in 
Marathi.Government employees who do not follow 
these language rules will face disciplinary action. 
Complaints about non-compliance can be made to 
office heads or department heads, who will investigate 
and take action, if necessary

PTI, TOKYO: Japanese 
technology giant SoftBank 
Group and OpenAI stepped 
up their AI partnership 
Monday, setting up a 50-
50 held company called SB 
OpenAI Japan.

SoftBank Chief Masay-
oshi Son and OpenAI Chief 
Sam Altman appeared at an 
event in Tokyo, talking up 
their collaboration and in-
viting Japanese companies 
to join.

Son, holding a shiny blue 
crystal ball as a symbolic 
prop, said its AI service 
Cristal could be used by 
companies for planning, 
marketing, emails and fig-
uring out old source codes.

Cristal will first roll out 
in Son's own SoftBank 
Group companies, which 
include Arm, a semicon-
ductor and software com-
pany, and PayPay, an elec-
tronic payment service. 
SoftBank said it plans to 
spend $3 billion a year to 
integrate Cristal across its 
companies.

This will be super-intelli-
gence for the company. I'm 
so excited, Son told report-
ers and other participants 
at the Transforming Busi-

ness through AI event.
Altman talked about the 

just announced deep re-
search, which allows ChatGPT 
to carry out more complicat-
ed tasks, including preparing 
reports by browsing the web 
and finding thousands of 
sources far more quickly than 
a human worker.

Deep research will be 
available in Japan in the 
Japanese language, he said.

This partnership with 
SoftBank will accelerate 
our vision for bringing 
transformative AI to some 
of the world's most influ-
ential companies, starting 
with Japan, said Altman.

SoftBank and OpenAI, 
along with Oracle, are part 
of the Stargate project sup-
ported by President Don-
ald Trump, investing up to 
$500 billion in artificial in-
telligence infrastructure in 
the United States.

Son said Stargate will ex-
pand into Japan, as well as 
other nations.

The technology sector 
has been shaken by the re-
cent announcement from 
Chinese newcomer DeepS-
eek that it has come up with 
very smart but low-cost AI. 

SoftBank, OpenAI set up joint 
company to push artificial 

intelligence services

PTI, DHAKA: Bangladesh 
belongs to all of its citizens 
and is a safe place for all 
people regardless of reli-
gion or caste, Chief Advis-
er Muhammad Yunus has 
said, as he greeted mem-
bers of the Hindu commu-
nity on Saraswati Puja.

Hindus in Bangladesh 
celebrated Saraswati Puja 
on Monday amid tradition-
al enthusiasm, festivity and 
religious fervour. In a mes-
sage on Sunday, Yunus said 
Bangladesh is an abode of 
communal harmony. For 
thousands of years, people 
of all religions have been 
living together in this coun-
try irrespective of caste, col-
our and religion,” he said.

“The country belongs to 
all of us and is a safe place 
for all people regardless of 
religion or caste,” he added.

Yunus took over as the 
country's interim leader 
after a student-led upris-
ing last year forced former 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasi-

na to flee to India on August 
5, ending her 15-year rule. 
The interim government 
“has been relentlessly work-
ing to improve the fate of all 
irrespective of race, religion, 
and caste and ensure their 
equal rights, Yunus said.

The goddess Saraswati is 
a symbol of truth, justice, 
and the light of knowledge, 
he said. “She is the omnip-
otent of knowledge, speech 
and melody,” Yunus said.

He called on all Hindus 
in Bangladesh to devote 
themselves to the devel-
opment and progress of 
the country by becoming a 
devotee of knowledge.

He wished peace, wel-
fare, and prosperity for all 
citizens of the country.

His greetings to the Hin-
du community come amid 
allegations against the 
country's interim govern-
ment for failing to protect 
religious and ethnic mi-
norities from attacks and 
harassment.

Bangladesh abode of 
communal harmony, says 

Chief Adviser Yunus

Blast in Moscow kills 1, 
leaves 4 wounded


