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PTI, TEHRAN: Iran test-
fired an anti-warship cruise 
missile with a range of 
1,000 kilometres capable of 
reaching US Navy ships in 
the Persian Gulf and Sea of 
Oman, state TV reported on 
Saturday.

This is a Ghadr-380 mile 
type L. It has over 1,000 
kilometres range. It has an-
ti-jamming capability, said 
Gen. Ali Reza Tangsiri, the 
head of the navy of the Rev-
olutionary Guard, in a re-
port that showed an under-
ground missile facility on 
the southern coast of Iran.

The report elaborated 
neither on warhead that 
the missile carried, nor the 
time of the test.

Tangsiri said the facility 
is only one part of the mis-
sile systems of the Guard, 
adding that the missiles can 
create a hell for the enemy's 
warships.

The report said the new 
weapon was a sophisticat-
ed missile, without elab-
orating, which could be 
launched from the under-

ground facility. The missile 
was launched from central 
Iran into the Sea of Oman, 
it said.

It said the missile can be 
made ready and launched 
by one member of person-
nel in less than five minutes.

Since 2011 Iran has occa-
sionally announced the in-
auguration of underground 
missile facilities along with 

missile tests. It has boasted 
of underground facilities 
across the country as well 
as along the southern coast 
near the strategic Strait of 
Hormuz.

Iran claims to have mis-
siles that can travel 2,000 
kilometres, placing much of 
the Middle East, including 
Israel, within range.

In 2024 and during Isra-

el's war with Hamas in Gaza 
and Hezbollah in Lebanon, 
Iran launched hundreds of 
missiles at Israel in two sep-
arate barrages in April and 
October. Israel said it inter-
cepted most of the missiles.

The US and its Western 
allies see Iran's missile 
program as a threat, along 
with the country's nuclear 
program. 

A test launch during the unveiling of the Ghadr-380 naval cruise missile in an undisclosed 
location in Iran. The naval arm of the IRGC unveiled a new underground missile facility on the 
south coast in footage aired by state television on February 1, two weeks after unveiling an 
underground naval base 

Iran test-fires anti-warship cruise missile 
with range of more than 600 miles

AFP

AP, WASHINGTON: The 
US military has conduct-
ed coordinated airstrikes 
against Islamic State oper-
atives in Somalia, the first 
attacks in the African na-
tion during President Don-
ald Trump's second term.

Defence Secretary Pete 
Hegseth said Saturday that 
the strikes by US Africa 
Command were directed 
by Trump and coordinated 
with Somalia's government.

An initial assessment by 
the Pentagon indicated that 
“multiple” operatives were 
killed. The Pentagon said it 
assessed that no civilians 
were harmed in the strikes.

Trump, in a post on so-
cial media, said a senior IS 
planner and recruits were 

targeted in the operation.
“The strikes destroyed 

the caves they live in, and 
killed many terrorists with-
out, in any way, harming 
civilians. Our Military has 
targeted this ISIS Attack 
Planner for years, but Bid-
en and his cronies wouldn't 
act quickly enough to get 
the job done. I did!” Trump 
said. “The message to ISIS 
and all others who would 
attack Americans is that 
“WE WILL FIND YOU, AND 
WE WILL KILL YOU!”

Trump did not identi-
fy the IS planner or say 
whether that person was 
killed in the strike. White 
House officials did not im-
mediately respond to re-
quests for comment.

US military conducts 
airstrikes against Islamic 

State operatives in Somalia

PTI,  JOHANNESBURG:  
The Embassy of India in 
Kinshasa, Democratic Re-
public of Congo, on Sunday 
said it is closely monitoring 
the security situation in the 
central African country and 
asked all the Indian nation-
als in Bukavu “to immedi-
ately depart to safer loca-
tions.”  The Embassy issued 
three advisories during 
the day and recommend-
ed that everyone prepare 
an emergency plan. There 
are about 1,000 Indian 
nationals in Congo. Rwan-
da-backed M23 rebels 
captured the eastern Con-
golese city of Goma and are 
looking at expanding their 
area of control.

"There are reports of 
M23 being only around 
20-25 kms away from 
Bukavu. Given the security 
situation, we once again 
advise all Indian nation-
als residing in Bukavu to 
immediately depart to 
safer locations by whatev-

er means available while 
the airports, borders and 
commercial routes are still 
open. We strongly recom-
mend against any travel to 
Bukavu," the advisory said. 

In the latest advisory, the 
Embassy recommended 
that everyone prepare an 
emergency plan and gave 
instructions to keep, at all 
times, all essential identity 
and travel documents with 
them; keep essential items 
such as medicines, cloth-
ings, travel documents, 
ready-to-eat food, water, 
etc. in a bag that can be 
carried easily, and monitor 
local media channels for 
updates.

The Indian Embassy also 
said that it is collating infor-
mation on Indian nationals 
in Bukavu and asked asked 
them to urgently send rel-
evant information such as 
full name, passport num-
ber, addresses in Congo 
and India, contact number 
among other details.

Indian Embassy in Congo 
asks nationals to depart 

immediately to safer locations

AFP, PRISTINA: A collapsed 
ceiling in an abandoned 
home in southwestern 
Kosovo killed three minors, 
police said on Sunday, as au-
thorities launched an inves-
tigation into the cause of the 
incident. 

According to law en-
forcement, the incident oc-
curred in the village of Jab-
lanica on Saturday when 
part of the structure's ceil-
ing collapsed with three 
teenagers inside. 

Local police spokesman 
Sheremet Elezaj said an 
emergency services team 
was sent to the location 
"immediately after learn-
ing about the incident". 

The "team only con-
firmed their deaths at the 
scene", Elezaj added. 

Kosovo prosecutors said 
in a statement that "all in-
vestigative actions are be-
ing taken" and noted that 
the bodies had been sent 
for autopsies. 

Perparim Ademaj, a resi-
dent who joined the search 
for the victims, told local 
media that the bodies had 
been discovered lying un-
der the collapsed ceiling.

Local media reported 
that the house had been 
uninhabited for decades 
and that the victims were 
aged between 14 to 15 
years old.

Ceiling collapse at 
abandoned home 

kills three in Kosovo


