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A security personnel 
tries to manage the 
crowd as devotees take 
a holy dip during the 
Mahakumbh Mela, at 
Sangam in Prayagraj

Smoke and flame out 
after a truck carrying 
gas cylinders caught 
fire following a series 
of blasts, in Ghaziabad, 
Uttar Pradesh

A devotee carries a 
Lord Ganesha idol to 
celebrate the Maghi 
Ganpati Jayanti,  
in Mumbai

PTI, NEW DELHI: Im-
ported life saving drugs 
and medicines used in the 
treatment of cancer, rare 
and other severe chronic 
diseases, along with im-
ported motorcycles, are 
set to become cheaper 
with Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman an-
nouncing cuts in customs 
duty in the Union Budget 
2025-26.

However, certain items 
like interactive flat panel 
(touch screen) displays 
imported as fully built 
units and certain knitted 
fabrics will become cost-
lier due to increase in ba-
sic customs duties.

In her speech, Sithara-
man said, "To provide re-
lief to patients, particularly 
those suffering from can-
cer, rare diseases and oth-
er severe chronic diseases, 
I propose to add 36 lifesav-
ing drugs and medicines to 
the list of medicines fully 
exempted from basic cus-
toms duty (BCD)."

She further said, "I also 
propose to add six life-
saving medicines to the 
list attracting concession-
al customs duty of 5%. 
Full exemption and con-
cessional duty will also 
respectively apply on the 
bulk drugs for manufac-
ture of the above."

The finance minis-
ter also announced that 
"specified drugs and med-
icines under Patient Assis-
tance Programmes run by 

pharmaceutical compa-
nies are fully exempt from 
BCD, provided the medi-
cines are supplied free of 
cost to patients."

"I propose to add 37 
more medicines along 
with 13 new patient as-
sistance programmes," 
Sitharaman said.

Although the govern-
ment has cut duties on 
several imported items, 
including marbles, gran-
ite and footwear, the im-
pact was neutralised by a 
hike in Agriculture Infra-
structure and Develop-
ment Cess (AIDC).

Similarly, motorcycles 
with engine capacity of 
1,600 cc and above im-
ported in completely 
built unit (CBU) form will 
also be cheaper as tariff 
has been slashed to 30% 
from 50%.

Likewise, bikes with 
engine capacity not ex-
ceeding 1,600 cc imported 
as CBU will also become 
cheaper as tariff has been 
cut to 40% from 50%.

Motorcycles with en-

gine capacity not exceed-
ing 1,600 cc in import-
ed semi knocked down 
(SKD) form and com-
pletely knocked down 
(CKD) form will also be-
come cheaper as customs 
duties have been cut on 
these items too.

There will also be 
reduction in prices of 
imported motorcycles 
with engine capacity of 
1,600cc and above in SKD 
form following a cut in 
custom duty to 20% from 
25% and the same im-
ported in CKD form will 
now attract 10 percent 
duty, down from 15%.

The budget also an-
nounced reduction in syn-
thetic flavouring essences 
and mixtures, used in food 
and drink industries to 
20% from 100%.

Similarly, articles of 
Jewellery,  goldsmiths’ 
and silversmiths’ ware 
and ethernet switches of 
carrier grade will also be-
come cheaper.

Certain imported knit-
ted fabrics are also like 

Imported life saving, medicines 
to become cheaper

PTI, NEW DELHI: Un-
ion Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman 
on Saturday said the 
top 50 tourist desti-
nations in the coun-
try will be developed 
in partnership with 
states in a "challenge 
mode", as she em-
phasised tourism as 
a driver of employ-
ment-led growth 

and unveiled a series 
of initiatives aimed 
at bolstering infra-
structure, skill devel-
opment and ease of 
travel.

The Ministry of 
Tourism has been 
earmarked a signif-
icant increase in its 
Budget allocation 
for the 2025-2026 
fiscal, with a focus 
on enhancing tour-
ism infrastructure, 
promoting domestic 
and international 
travel, and ensuring 
the safety of tour-
ists, particularly 
women.

The total Budget al-
location for the min-
istry for 2025-2026 
stands at Rs 2,541.06 
crore, marking a sub-
stantial increase from 
the revised estimate 
of Rs 850.36 crores in 
2024-2025.

Presenting her 
eighth straight Union 
Budget, Sitharaman 
said the govern-
ment will promote 
homestays by extend-
ing Mudra loans, and 
improve connectivity 
to tourist spots to en-
hance accessibility.

"The state govern-
ments will be respon-
sible for providing 
land to build essential 
infrastructure. To fur-
ther boost tourism, 
hotels in the key des-
tinations will be in-
cluded in the harmo-
nised infrastructure 
list, ensuring better 
access to financing 
and development 

support," she said.
Outlining the 

broader roadmap, 
Sitharaman said, "We 
will facilitate employ-
ment-led growth by 
organising intensive 
skill development 
programmes for our 
youth, including in-
stitutes of hospitality 
management."

States that demon-
strate effective desti-
nation management 
-- including main-
taining tourist amen-
ities, cleanliness, and 
marketing efforts 
-- will receive perfor-
mance-linked incen-
tives, the finance min-
ister said.

The government 
will also introduce 
streamlined e-visa 
facilities and visa fee 
waivers for select 
tourist groups to at-
tract international 
visitors, she said.

Reaffirming the fo-
cus on spiritual and 
heritage tourism set 
in the Budget last July, 
Sitharaman highlight-
ed the special initi-
atives for sites asso-
ciated with Gautama 
Buddha's life.

India to develop 50 top tourist 
destinations in partnership with States

CHEAPER
 36 lifesaving drugs will now be 

fully exempt from basic customs duty 
(BCD), while 6 more medicines will 
attract a concessional customs duty 
of 5%.

 Motorcycles above 1600 cc will 
have customs duty reduced to 30% 
from 50%; below 1,600 cc will see a 
reduction to 40% from 50%

 Synthetic flavouring essences and 
mixtures used in food and drink 
industries will become cheaper, with 
customs duty reduced to 20% from 
100%

 Import of articles of jewelry, 
goldsmiths’ and silversmiths’ ware will 
become cheaper

 Carrier-grade ethernet switches will 
also be cheaper

DEARER
 Customs duty on certain imported 

knitted fabrics has been raised to 
20% or Rs 115/kg, whichever is 
higher

 Customs duty has been hiked 
to 20% from 10% for interactive 
flat panel displays imported as 
completely built units

to be costiler as the custom 
duty structure on it has been 

changed to 20% or Rs 115/kg, 
whichever is higher.

TOURISM BOOST
  Total Allocation: 

Rs 2,541.06 cr (up 
from Rs 850.36 cr in 
2024-2025)

 Focus on tourism 
infra, skill develop-
ment, ease of travel 
and safety measures

 Development of 
top 50 destinations

 Homestays and 

small business  
support

 Visa reforms: 
E-visa facilities and 
visa fee waivers for 
select tourist groups

 Establishment of 
representative of-
fices in new markets

 Medical Tourism 
Expansion
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