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LABOUR TASK

Labourers place concrete slabs on the jetty at Ribandar, which is being built under the Amrut Mission

SAGUN GAWADE
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MARGAO: The Global Romi Lipi 
Abhiyan (GRLA) has strongly 
opposed the Goa Staff Selection 
Commission’s (GSSC) decision to 
set Konkani examination papers 
only in the Devanagari script, 
warning that it could discrimi-
nate against minority communi-
ties in government job recruit-
ment.

In a press statement issued 
on Thursday, GRLA stated that 
while making Konkani a com-
pulsory for recruitment exams 
is intended to prioritise Goans 
in public sector employment, but 
restricting the language to Deva-
nagari script would place minor-
ity applicants, particularly from 
the Goan Catholic community, at 

a disadvantage.
The organisation highlighted 

that Konkani is a widely spoken 
language with a rich history, 
but its development has been 
hindered by the government’s 
insistence on using only Devan-
agari script. “The Konkani lan-
guage must be released from the 
shackles of a single script and 
allowed to be used in Roman 
script to make it more popular in 
education, government admin-
istration, and citizen services,” 
said Kennedy Afonso, president 
of GRLA.

GRLA linked this issue to a 
recent Supreme Court judg-
ment delivered on January 29, 
which ruled that the concept of 
regional or provincial domicile 
is alien to Indian law. The court 

observed that all Indian citizens 
share a single national domi-
cile, effectively challenging the 
Goa government’s requirement 
of a 15-year residence certifi-
cate for admission to postgrad-
uate medical courses and gov-
ernment jobs. The organisation 
stated that this judgment could 
have far-reaching implications 
for Goans, particularly students 
applying for postgraduate seats 
at Goa Medical College (GMC), 
as well as those seeking gov-
ernment jobs and state welfare 

schemes.
 “With the 15-year residence 

certificate now vulnerable to 
legal challenges, Konkani lan-
guage proficiency remains the 
only safeguard for Goans in job 
recruitment and higher educa-
tion,” GRLA stated. However, the 
organization warned that limit-
ing the language to Devanagari 
script would result in an unfair 
selection process that favours 
one community over others.

The group pointed out that 
Roman script is more widely 

used among Goan youth than 
Devanagari. “Most people stop 
writing in Devanagari after 
completing school, whereas 
Roman script continues to be 
used daily, particularly in mo-
bile communication and digi-
tal platforms. Ignoring this re-
ality could effectively exclude 
a large section of Goans from 
fair competition in govern-
ment jobs,” Afonso said.

GRLA further argued that 
the current system of setting 
question papers exclusively 
in Devanagari already places 
minority applicants at a dis-
advantage. “If the government 
truly intends to ensure fair 
opportunities, it must come 
up with a solution that pro-
tects the interests of all com-

munities instead of enforcing 
a system that benefits only 
one,” the statement read.

The organisation emphasized 
that the government must recog-
nize the role of Roman script in 
Konkani’s continued growth and 
adapt policies accordingly. “The 
use of Roman script has played 
a crucial role in keeping Konkani 
alive in the digital age. The gov-
ernment must acknowledge this 
contribution instead of limiting 
the language to a single script,” 
GRLA stated.

The organization urged the 
Goa government to take immedi-
ate action to ensure inclusivity in 
its policies and prevent discrim-
ination against any community 
in education, public administra-
tion, and citizen services.

SCRIPT BARRIER: Romi supporters flay move 
to make Devanagari mandatory for govt jobs

Warn it would result in an unfair selection process; say minority community will tend to lose
The Konkani language must be released from the shackles 
of a single script and allowed to be used in Roman script to 

make it more popular in education, government administration, 
and citizen services
– Kennedy Afonso, GRLA president
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MARGAO: A meeting was 
held with the aim of find-
ing a solution to the Mar-
gao Kabrastan issue that 
has hit a deadlock.

At the public grievance 
meeting chaired by Envi-
ronment Minister Aleixo 
Sequeira, he called the 
Margao Municipal Council 
(MMC) to seek their stance 
on the matter.

Speaking to media per-
sons after the meeting, 
Sequeira pointed out 
that there appears to be 
a three-way dispute be-
tween the Margao Munic-
ipal Council, the Church 
authorities at Borda and 
the people seeking to con-
struct the Kabrastan.

He added that he had 
asked Margao Municipal 
Council to bring some 
more relevant documents 
on Monday for another 
presentation.
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PANJIM: In a tragic incident on Satur-
day afternoon, two toddlers drowned in 
the Salaulim canal near Betmoddi-Bon-
sai, Curchorem. According to the Cur-
chorem police, the minors, while play-
ing, wandered approximately 50 metres 
from their rented accommodation and 
accidentally fell into the canal.

The victims have been identified as 
15-month-old Rehan Sadik Shrittey 
from Karnataka and 18-month-old Wa-
jid Ashpak Hashmi, a native of Uttar 
Pradesh. After falling into the water, 
the children were carried away ap-
proximately two kilometres from the 
site of the incident. Fortunately, some 
locals noticed them and managed to 
retrieve both children from the water. 
Their families became aware of their 
disappearance shortly after they left the 
area, prompting a frantic search that ul-
timately led to the discovery of the chil-
dren in the canal.

Police reported that around 12:30 
pm, one body was found, followed by 

the second shortly thereafter. Both 
children were shifted to the Cur-
chorem health centre, where they 
were sadly declared dead.

The two minors belonged to differ-
ent families residing in a rented room 
near Betmoddi-Bonsai, Curchorem. 
The Curchorem stated that families 
living in rented accommodation often 
washed clothes near the canal, and 
the mothers of both victims were reg-
ular visitors to this location.

According to the police, approxi-
mately 11 families have been living 
in the area for several months, with 
most men employed as labourers in 
Curchorem. On the day of the incident, 
the housewives were at home while 
their husbands were at work.

The fathers of the deceased children 
were labourers in Verna and returned 
home upon receiving the news. Earli-
er that morning, the two minors had 
been playing with eight other children 
and wandered 50 metres from their 
rented room and fell into the canal. 
The police explained that there is a 

wall at the back of the rented accom-
modation, making it only 30 metres to 
the canal; however, the children could 
not climb the wall and chose to ap-
proach the canal from the front.

Authorities suspect that the chil-
dren may have accidentally fallen 
into the water. A passer-by spotted 
the children floating in the canal at 
Betmaddi and alerted local villagers. 
Medical personnel declared both chil-
dren dead after their bodies were re-
trieved and taken to the hospital.

The Curchorem police received a call 
from an individual named Augustino, 
informing them of the drowning inci-
dent. Upon investigation, police visit-
ed the Curchorem Community Health 
Centre, where the doctor on duty con-
firmed that both toddlers were brought 
in deceased. The bodies have been pre-
served at SGDH Margao for medico-le-
gal formalities. PSI Arun Endro, who is 
investigating the case, visited the scene 
and conducted a panchanama and re-
corded the statements from Rehan's 
mother and others involved. 

Two toddlers drown after 
falling into Salaulim canal
Boys wandered approximately 50 metres from their rented 

accommodation, accidentally fell into the water
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MARGAO: Railway Vikas 
Nigam Limited (RVNL) is 
facing fresh allegations of 
illegal tree cutting and en-
croachment in Issorcim, 
with the local landowner 
Luna Pereira, reporting 
that railway contractors 
were cutting trees in their 
family property in the vil-
lage, close to the tunnel 
area where double tracking 
work is underway.

He stated that when he 
questioned the railway 
workers about their per-
missions from the forest 
department, they had al-
ready felled a tree. He 
added that by the time he 
returned with his phone to 
document the activity, the 
workers had left, raising 
concerns that more trees in 
the area could be cut next. 
Luna attempted to alert the 
authorities, calling the for-
est officer, who was occu-
pied with other work, and 
the Range Forest Officer 
(RFO), whom he was una-
ble to reach. He then sent 
photo evidence and other 

relevant details to the RFO.
It may be recalled that in 

December, Luna’s brother, 
Bruno Pereira has also ac-
cused RVNL of indiscrimi-
nately dumping excavated 
soil into the valley below 
and encroaching over 100 
meters landward into their 
family property. It was 
pointed out that there has 
been no proper demarca-
tion of this area despite re-
peated demands by the vil-
lage sarpanch. The Pereira 
family has refused to accept 
compensation for their land 
acquisition, maintaining 
that without demarcation 
by the Directorate of Set-
tlement and Land Records 

(DSLR), no work should be 
allowed to proceed.

Issorcim has been a key 
site of opposition to railway 
double-tracking, with resi-
dents documenting exten-
sive environmental damage. 
They had then flagged large-
scale destruction caused by 
hill cutting, which buried a 
freshwater spring, destroyed 
forest cover, and made ag-
ricultural land uncultivable. 
Villagers also reported that 
truckloads of excavated soil 
were dumped into a valley, 
further damaging the eco-
system.

The issue has also been 
brought before the Inspec-
tor of Survey and Land 

Records (ISLR) Court in 
Margao, where affected 
villagers, including Bru-
no Pereira, have formal-
ly recorded their objec-
tions. The court has held 
two hearings in January, 
with a third scheduled for 
mid-February. Pereira has 
emphasized that RVNL’s 
activities continue un-
checked, with contractors 
dumping soil on tree can-
opies in his property with-
out any official property de-
marcation. Villagers remain 
resolute in their opposition, 
asserting that these actions 
violate both legal require-
ments and environmental 
protections.
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MARGAO: After being pulled 
up by the High Court of Bombay 
at Goa, the Margao Municipal 
Council (MMC) and the Sew-
erage and Infrastructural De-
velopment Corporation of Goa 
Limited (SIDCGL), finally sub-
mitted detailed affidavits reveal-
ing their actions and challenges 
in addressing sewage discharge 
into Salpem Lake in Navelim 
and River Sal as part of Public 
Interest Litigation (PIL) that the 
court is presently hearing.

SIDCGL clarified that it cannot 
undertake new sewer connec-
tions to the SGPDA retail mar-
ket complex, citing a February 
2024 government circular that 
transfers this responsibility to 
the PWD’s Sewerage Division 
which is looking into the mat-

ter. The corporation has also 
expressed practical difficulties 
in implementing the proposed 
Phytorid Bed treatment system 
along the nullah flowing into the 
Salpem Lake.

According to SIDCGL’s af-
fidavit, they have already 
installed a KT Weir system 
for intercepting and divert-
ing water from the nullah to 
the STP during non-monsoon 
seasons. However, during 
monsoons, the system cannot 
handle the heavy storm wa-
ter flow as STPs are designed 
solely for domestic sewerage 
treatment. The corporation 
explained that the proposed 
Phytorid Bed treatment 
would require a civil tank 
structure with filtration me-
dia and plants, which would 
block the natural flow of the 

nullah, making continuous 
treatment unfeasible.

Notably, SIDCGL has ten-
dered an unconditional apol-
ogy to the High Court for the 
delay in filing their response, 
explaining that the time was 
needed to engage legal rep-
resentation.

Meanwhile, the MMC has re-

ported significant enforcement 
actions in its affidavit. The 
council has issued closure no-
tices to 30 commercial estab-
lishments for failing to obtain 
sewage connections and has 
begun enforcement measures 
against multiple non-compli-
ant businesses.

In addressing unauthorised 

operations, MMC's inspection 
revealed that out of 64 com-
mercial establishments initial-
ly flagged, 24 had valid trade 
licences, 10 were licenced 
gaddas, and two were sopo 
payers. While 18 shops were 
found closed, show cause no-
tices have been issued to nine 
businesses operating without 
trade licences.

The council has also con-
vened core committee meet-
ings to address sewage dis-
charge in low-lying areas such 
as Malbhat and Gandhi Market. 
A potential solution involving 
Vacuum Technology for sew-
erage is under consideration, 
with PWD engineers conduct-
ing surveys in these areas. The 
system would require approx-
imately 80 to 100 square me-
tres of space for installation, 

though detailed reports from 
PWD are still pending.

In the specific case of the 
Bondre Chawl area on Navelim 
Road, officials noted that some 
units are likely to be demol-
ished due to road widening 
plans, exempting them from 
immediate sewerage system 
considerations.

MMC’s Chief Officer, Melvyn 
Anthony Vaz, confirmed that 
two review meetings were 
held - on November 27 and 
December 27, 2024 - to spe-
cifically address the challenges 
in low-lying areas. The Council 
has requested a comprehen-
sive report on the potential 
implementation of Vacuum 
Technology in Gandhi Market, 
Malbhat, and Calcondem are-
as, with space allocation deci-
sions pending MMC approvals.

Sewage release into Salpem Lake, River Sal: 
Corporation, MMC file affidavits at last

Railway contractor encroaching, cutting trees
without permission, alleges Issorcim villager

Just to scare burglars – I don't have any 
dogs!

idharudhar

MAX. TEMP 33.7 OC
MIN. TEMP 21.6 OC
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CALANGUTE: A tragic 
accident occurred in Cal-
angute on Saturday morn-
ing, resulting in 
the death of a 
25-year-old man 
named Dhurba 
Jyoti. He lost con-
trol of his motor-
cycle while riding 
from the beach 
side and collided 
head-on with a 
local passenger 
bus at Baga circle 
around 8.30 am. The bus, 
driven by Pramod Kandol-
kar, was entering the main 
road to head towards the 
bus-stand at the time of the 
incident.

Despite being rushed 
to the Candolim primary 

health centre, Dhurba Jyo-
ti succumbed to his severe 
injuries en route and was 
declared dead upon arriv-
al. His body has since been 

transferred to the morgue 
at GMC, Bambolim. The 
police are currently con-
ducting an investigation, 
including a panchanama 
of the accident site, to 
ascertain the details sur-
rounding the incident.
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MARGAO:  Residents of 
Ward VIII in Benaulim 
are up in arms after the 
Electricity Department 
conducted an unsched-
uled power shutdown 
on January 30, catching 
locals completely off 
guard. The shutdown 
was originally scheduled 
for January 31, accord-
ing to an official notice 
distributed through the 
Panchayat.

The affected areas in-
cluded localities near 
Dr Podgo house, Lax-
mi Temple, and Britto 
house. Local activist Ru-
dolf Barreto has strongly 
condemned what he calls 
“high-handedness” by 
the Electricity Depart-

ment.
“The Electricity Depart-

ment cannot take Benaulim 
people for granted,” said 
Barreto. 

“Many residents were 
severely inconvenienced 
by this unannounced shut-
down that came a day be-
fore the officially notified 
date,” he added.

The incident has 
sparked demands for 
accountability, with res-
idents calling on the 
Sub-Divisional Engineer-I, 
who issued the original 
notice, to conduct an in-
quiry into the matter and 
provide an explanation to 
the affected community.

Locals are now seeking 
assurance that such inci-
dents won't be repeated in 
the future.

Unannounced power
cut upsets Banalkars

Two-wheeler rider dies 
after crashing into bus

H
ER

AL
D 

PI
CS


