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PTI, JAMMU:  Two heavi-
ly armed terrorists affili-
ated with Pakistan-based 
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) 
were killed in a gunfight 
as Army troops scuttled a 
major infiltration attempt 
along the Line of Control 
in Jammu and Kashmir's 
Poonch district, officials 
said on Friday.

The incident took place 
in the Khari Karmara area 
of the Poonch district on 
Thursday and a massive 
search operation was un-
derway when the last re-
ports were received this 

afternoon, they said.
"Terrorist movement 

was detected last night 
at the Line of Control in 
the Poonch sector. Alert 
troops swiftly engaged 
the infiltrating terrorists, 
triggering an intense and 
heavy firefight," the Ar-
my's Jammu-based White 
Knight Corps said in a 
post on X.

The Army said the oper-
ation continued through 
the night, leading to the 
neutralization of two ter-
rorists. The search of the 
area thus far has resulted 

in the recovery of a number 
of weapons and war-like 
stores, it said.

General Officer Com-
manding-in-chief of Ud-
hampur-based Northern 
Command Lt Gen M V 
Sachindra Kumar compli-
mented the White Knight 
Corps for their swift action 
and precise execution in 
neutralising two terrorists 
and recovery of war-like 
stores in Poonch.

"The Indian Army stands 
by its commitment to keep 
Jammu (and) Kashmir ter-
ror-free," the Army com-

mander said on X.
Officials said the bodies 

of both the terrorists were 
recovered from the scene 
of the gunfight and pre-
liminary investigation re-
vealed that they were affil-
iated with the proscribed 
LeT outfit.

Three AK assault rifles 
and a large quantity of am-
munition were seized from 
the slain terrorists, the offi-
cials said, adding the iden-
tity of the deceased was 
not known immediately but 
they are believed to be Pa-
kistani nationals.

PTI, KANKER:  Seven 
Naxalites, including three 
women, involved in sever-
al attacks on security forc-
es and carrying collective 
cash rewards of Rs 32 lakh 
surrendered in Kanker dis-
trict of Chhattisgarh on Fri-
day, a police official said.

The cadres turned them-
selves in before senior po-
lice and Border Security 
Force (BSF) officials here 
citing disappointment with 
the “hollow” and “inhuman” 
Maoist ideology and trib-
als' exploitation by senior 
Naxalites, Kanker Senior 
Superintendent of Police In-
dira Kalyan Elesela said.

Of those surrendered, 
Mamta alias Shanta alias 
Vasanna Battulai (60), Dinesh 
Matttami (20) and Aaytu Ram 

Potai (27) were carrying a 
reward of Rs 8 lakh each for 
their capture, he said.

Mamta, a resident of Ka-
rimnagar district in neigh-
bouring Telangana, was 
active as a divisional com-
mittee member and head-
ed the ‘Krantikari Adivasi 
Mahila Sangthan' (KAMS), 
a frontal wing of the out-
lawed organisation, in the 
north Bastar division of 
Maoists, he said.

Between 1996 and 2024, 
she was involved in 26 Naxal 
incidents, including the 2015 
IED (improvised explosive de-
vice) blast in the Koyalibeda 
area in Kanker district during 
panchayat polls wherein two 
jawans were killed and the 
2018 Mahla ambush that killed 
two BSF personnel, he said.

7 Naxalites carrying  
Rs 32 lakh bounty 

surrender in Chhattisgarh
PTI, KOCHI (KERALA):  
Twenty-seven Bangladeshi 
nationals who were illegal-
ly staying and working near 
Kochi have been arrested, 
police said on Friday.

They were arrested in a 
joint operation carried out 
by Ernakulam rural po-
lice and the Anti-Terrorist 
Squad (ATS) in the North 
Paravur area in the Ernaku-
lam district, police said.

The Bangladeshi nation-
als were working at vari-
ous locations in the guise 
of migrant workers from 
West Bengal, and a detailed 
questioning of the arrested 
is underway, a top police 
official said.

The arrests were part 
of an ongoing special op-

eration, 'Operation Clean,' 
launched by Ernakulam Ru-
ral District Police Chief Vai-
bhav Saxena after the arrest 
of 28-year-old Thaslima Be-
gum two weeks ago.

Acting on a tip-off about 
Bangladeshi nationals 
staying in North Paravur, a 
team from Ernakulam Ru-
ral Police, assisted by the 
ATS, conducted a search, an 
officer said. Verification of 
their documents revealed 
that they were Bangladeshi 
nationals illegally residing 
in India, posing as Indian 
citizens, he added.

They were employed in 
various sectors, and staying 
in labour camps. Their activ-
ities are under further inves-
tigation, police sources said.

27 Bangladeshi 
nationals arrested for 
illegal stay in Kerala

PTI, NEW DELHI:  The 
Supreme Court on Friday 
quashed a case against a 
man booked under the SC/
ST Act saying the alleged 
incident did not happen in 
public view.

A bench of Justices B R 
Gavai and Augustine George 
Masih said Section 3(1)(r) 
of the Scheduled Castes 
and Scheduled Tribes (Pre-
vention of Atrocities) Act, 
1989, reveals for an offence 
to occur, it had to be es-
tablished that the accused 
intentionally insulted or in-
timidated a member of ei-
ther a SC or ST with the in-
tent to humiliate in a place 
within public view.

In addition, it said for 
constituting an offence un-

der Section 3(1)(s) of the 
Act, it would be necessary 
that the accused abused 
any member of a SC or ST 
by caste name in any place 
within public view.

"We are, therefore, of the 
considered view that since 
the incident has not taken 
place at a place which can 
be termed to be a place 
within public view, the of-
fence would not come un-
der the provisions of either 
section 3(1)(r) or section 
3(1)(s) of the SC-ST Act," 
held the bench.

Section 3 of the Act deals 
with punishment for of-
fences of atrocities.

The top court referred 
to the FIR which said the 
alleged incident took place 

within the four corners of 
the complainant's cham-
bers and his other col-
leagues arrived there after 
the of incident.

The top court delivered 
its verdict on an appeal 
filed by a man challenging a 
February 2024 order of the 
Madras High Court.

The high court dismissed 
his plea for quashing the 
proceedings before a trial 
court in Tiruchirappalli.

The prosecution alleged 
in September 2021 the man 
approached the complain-
ant, a revenue inspector, to 
enquire over the status of a 
petition filed in the name of 
his father concerning inclu-
sion of name in the "patta" 
for land.

Incident not in public view: SC 
junks case under SC-ST Act

PTI, NEW DELHI:  Three 
Indian nationals have 
gone missing in Iran and 
India has taken the issue 
with Tehran strongly, 
the Ministry of External 
Affairs (MEA) said on 
Friday.

The matter has been 
raised with the Iranian 
wmbassy in Delhi and 
with the Iranian Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs in Teh-
ran," External Affairs Min-
istry spokesperson Ran-
dhir Jaiswal said.

"The MEA and the em-
bassy of India in Tehran 
remain in touch with Ira-
nian authorities and have 
requested for their assis-
tance in locating the miss-
ing nationals and ensur-
ing their safety," he said.

Three Indians 
missing in Iran

Army foils infiltration bid, kills 
two LeT terrorists in J&K


