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BICHOLIM: The trans-
portation of iron ore in 
Bicholim Taluka has come 
to a standstill since Thurs-
day after the Bicholim 
Truck Owners Association 
stopped transportation in 
protest against the mining 
company’s decision to out-
source transportation.

After staging a protest 
in front of the company's 
main gate at Bicholim, the 
Association president Ra-
jaram alias Satish Gaonkar 
said that Vedanta Limit-
ed had now outsourced 
12-wheeler trucks through 
a contractor to transport 
ore within the mine route. 
This has resulted in loss-
es as their daily trips have 
been reduced thereby im-
pacting their livelihood.

Gaonkar has demanded 
that the mining company 
should stop the transpor-

tation of ore by outsiders 
and that the local truck op-
erators be allowed to trans-
port the ore. “We will not 
allow transportation from 
Bicholim mining block to 
Sarmanas jetty point till the 
time company stops out-
sourcing of transportation,” 
Gaonkar warned.

The Association presi-
dent claimed that the min-

ing company had assured 
them that the company 
would allow trucks of lo-
cal operators and had now 
suddenly engaged an out-
side contractor. Initially, the 
company operated these 
12-wheeler trucks on tri-
al basis for about a week 
and then these 22 trucks 
were lying idle at the min-
ing block for the last two 

months. But now suddenly 
the company has started 
using them to transport ore. 

After failing to get con-
crete assurance from the 
mining company, the truck 
operators have stopped 
transportation since 
Thursday.

A joint meeting held 
between MLAs Dr Chan-
drakant Shetye, Premen-

dra Shet, representatives 
of truck operators and the 
mining company failed 
to resolve the issue. Both 
the MLAs told the compa-
ny representatives to give 
preference to local truck 
operators.

The company repre-
sentatives have now stat-
ed that they will resolve 
issues of transportation 
of ore and other related 
mining operations in a col-
laborative manner with all 
stakeholders.

Bicholim truckers protest against 
outsourcing of ore transportation  
Halt transportation from mining block to Sarmanas jetty after Vedanta Limited 

engaged a contractor; claim outsourcing will impact livelihood of locals
We will not allow 
transportation  

from Bicholim mining 
block to Sarmanas 
jetty point till the 
time company stops 
outsourcing of 
transportation
- Satish Gaonkar
Bicholim Truck Owners 
Association 
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PERNEM: The Mandrem 
Police have booked two in-
dividuals—one from Delhi 
and the other from Vas-
co—for driving their vehi-
cles on the beach on Friday 
morning.  

Both vehicles, a rent-a-car 
and a tourist taxi, were stuck 
in the sand at Vithaldaswa-
do Beach, Morjim, and were 
seized by the police.  

The incident occurred 
when the tourist from Delhi 
hired a rent-a-car and drove 
onto the beach, following 
Google Maps, unaware that 
the movement of vehicles 
is prohibited on beaches. 

The car became stuck in the 
sand, and he was unable 
to pull it out despite fran-
tic efforts. Subsequently, a 
tourist taxi driver took his 
vehicle onto the beach to 
assist in pulling the car out 

of the sand.  
Following this, a local 

resident informed the Man-
drem police, who arrived at 
the scene and seized both 
vehicles. The police have 
also registered cases against 

Hasneetsingh Sehgal from 
Delhi and Chandappa Lam-
ani, a resident of Mangor 
Hall, Vasco, under Sections 
281 and 125 of the BNS.  

The vehicles were later 
removed with the help of 

POWER SHUTDOWN
BICHOLIM: On February 
2, from 9 am to 4 pm at 
Bicholim Market, Auchut-
wada, Bandarwaa, Near 
Bus Stand, Khumbarwada, 
Nagzarwada, Sunderpeth, 
Sastiwada, Shivnay Colony, 
Lakerem, Kholkar Bhat, 
Near Shantadurga School, 
Shirodkar Hall and sur-
rounding areas.
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PANJIM: Concerned about 
the ongoing hardships 
faced by the public due to 
the poor condition of a key 
road, Nelson Cabral, the 
Councillor for Ward No. 1 
of the Corporation of City 
of Panaji (CCP), has urged 
the Deputy Collector to is-
sue an order for the tempo-
rary closure of the stretch 
of road from Mitra Bazaar 
Garden to Fern Kadamba 
Residency, which leads to 
the Taleigao Cemetery.  

Cabral expressed frus-
tration that despite mul-
tiple attempts to commu-
nicate with the relevant 
authorities regarding the 
restoration of the road, the 
issue remains unresolved. 
He highlighted that since 
March 2023, there has been 
consistent correspondence 
with the authorities, yet 
the Public Works Depart-
ment (PWD) has continual-

ly shifted responsibility for 
the delay, with no concrete 
action being taken. 

O Heraldo had highlight-
ed the issue on October 22, 
2024, and the plight of com-
muters who suffer due to the 
negligence of the authorities 
towards restoring the road. 

Cabral said, “The author-
ities fail to recognise the 
extent of the difficulties 
faced by senior citizens, the 
elderly, and those who are 
sick or disabled. The CCP 
Commissioner has made 
considerable efforts to 
bring this critical issue to 
the PWD’s attention, but to 

no avail.”  
Cabral has now urged the 

Deputy Collector, the PWD, 
the CCP, and the Superin-
tendent of Police (Traffic) 
to order the closure of the 
road until repairs can be 
made. He emphasised that 
immediate action is neces-
sary to alleviate the suffer-
ing of those affected, noting 
that the community would 
greatly appreciate any swift 
intervention.

Councillor requests 
temporary closure of Taleigao 

road amid repair delays

The authorities fail 
to recognise the 

extent of the difficulties 
faced by senior citizens, 
the elderly, and those who 
are sick or disabled. The 
CCP Commissioner has 
made considerable efforts 
to bring this critical issue 
to the PWD’s attention, 
but to no avail
- Nelson Cabral
Ward 1 Councillor, CCP

Since March 2023, the local 
councillor has consistently  

communicated to the 
authorities, yet the Public 
Works Department (PWD) 

has continually shifted 
responsibility for the delay, 

with no concrete action  
being taken

Two cars stuck on Morjim beach, drivers arrested

a crane and taken to the 
police station. ASI Pratik 
Garudi is conducting fur-
ther investigations under 
the guidance of Mandrem 
PI Sherif Jacques.
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PANJIM: In a show of soli-
darity with the Cansaulim 
gang rape victim, members 
of the Goa Pradesh Youth 
Congress, Mahila Congress 
and Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee staged a protest at 
Azad Maidan on Friday, de-
manding stronger actions 
from the State government 
to ensure the safety and 
protection of women. The 
protest highlighted the 
growing concerns over 
crimes against women in 
Goa and the government's 
failure to address these is-
sues adequately.

Goa Pradesh Congress 
Committee (GPCC) General 
Secretary Manisha Usgaon-
kar, called attention to the 
BJP government's alleged 
inaction in tackling crimes 
against women. Usgaonkar 
expressed disappointment 
at the government's focus 
on land conversion while 
ignoring the rising inci-
dents of sexual violence. 
"The BJP government has 
turned a blind eye when 
crimes like rape occur. The 
women leaders of the BJP, 
who once protested against 
crimes before 2012, are 

now silent. They gave the 
slogan 'Beti Bachao, Beti 
Padhao', but have failed 
to guarantee the safety of 
girls, particularly those 
pursuing higher educa-
tion," she said.  

Panjim Block President 
Pratibha Borkar claimed 
that there had been around 
147 incidents of crime 
against women in the past 
year alone, with the num-
bers continuing to rise. "The 
question remains, who will 
change this mentality of 
rape and violence against 
women?" she questioned.  

The protesters also called 
for urgent action, including 
the introduction of self-de-
fence lessons for all girls 
from the 7th standard on-
wards. They argued that, 
despite the increasing num-
ber of rape cases, the gov-
ernment has shown no ini-
tiative to curb such crimes.  

Goa Pradesh Youth Con-
gress President Mahesh 
Nadar criticised the gov-
ernment's failure to install 
CCTV cameras in schools, 
colleges, and public spac-
es, given the frequency of 
reported incidents. "The 
government has not tak-
en any safety measures for 

women. We demand that 
self-defence classes be in-
troduced in schools. Martial 
arts should be a subject in 
the curriculum. However, 
teaching martial arts alone 
will not solve the issue. The 
mentality of men must also 
change," he stated.  

GPCC General Secretary 
Shriniwas Khalap pointed 
out the inefficiency of the 
police response, claiming 
that emergency numbers 
provided by the govern-
ment are often unrespon-
sive. "Isn't it the responsi-
bility of the chief minister, 
who heads the home de-
partment, to ensure that the 
police respond promptly? 
What use are emergency 
numbers if the police don't 
arrive on time? The home 
department must be held 
accountable, as even basic 
issues are being ignored," 
Khalap asserted.  

Carrying placards with 
slogans such as 'Power 
Hungry BJP has failed on 
women’s safety' and 'Do not 
boast of detection, focus on 
protection,' the Congress 
leaders rallied against the 
BJP government, urging 
them to prioritise the safety 
of women.

Cong protest shows solidarity 
with Cansaulim gang-rape victim

Agitators say govt failed to address increasing incidents of 
sexual violence; call for self-defence classes in schools

Assagao man 
claims he was 

attacked twice
by same  

Rottweiler
Team Herald

MAPUSA:  40-year-
old Vinil Salgaonkar of 
Badem, Assagao was 
bitten on two occasions 
by the Rottweiler dog 
even as the dog own-
er Shyam Govekar has 
claimed that the victim 
was teasing his dog and 
had even thrown a co-
conut at him.

The Rottweiler at-
tacked Salgaonkar on 
Thursday night caus-
ing injuries to his leg 
as the owner had un-
leashed the dog during 
night.

The police inves-
tigations have so far 
revealed that the 
complainant and Gov-
ekar were neighbours 
and were on enemi-
cal terms. Salgaon-
kar complained that 
he was bitten by the 
same dog in the past 
and that the owner 
was not taking ade-
quate care of the fero-
cious canine. 

On the other hand, 
Govekar told the po-
lice that the victim 
was teasing the dog 
often and that he used 
to unleash it only dur-
ing night so that it can 
pee and poop. He has 
further claimed that 
there were no instanc-
es nor any complaints 
of his dog biting the 
locals. 

The Anjuna police 
have registered the 
case under section 291 
of BNS and head con-
stable Harish Sawant 
is conducting investi-
gations. 

Sawant said that 
both the parties will 
be called at the police 
station for investiga-
tions.  
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