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PTI, LONDON:  The min-
isters in the UK's Depart-
ment of Business and Trade 
(DBT) are determined to 
work extremely hard to se-
cure the “significant prize” 
of a Free Trade Agree-
ment (FTA) with India, the 

British government told 
Parliament on Thursday. 
During questions on the 
topic of trade in the House 
of Commons, Opposition 
Conservative Party MP Bob 
Blackman asked the La-
bour government about the 

Ministers working hard for India 
FTA prize, UK Parliament told

steps being taken to nego-
tiate the FTA and ensur-
ing access to the services 
market in India, which he 
said “has previously been 
denied to UK firms”. 

It comes after UK Busi-
ness and Trade Secretary 
Jonathan Reynolds con-
firmed plans for a visit to 
Delhi next month to for-
mally relaunch trade talks, 
stalled by the general elec-
tion cycles in both coun-
tries last year.

“The secretary of state 
will travel to Delhi in Febru-
ary to relaunch trade talks 
with India,” Gareth Thomas 
stated in the Commons, re-
sponding on behalf of the 
government as the Parlia-
mentary Under-Secretary 
of State for Business and 
Trade in the DBT.

“Work is under way 
across government to 
prepare for those negotia-
tions as we seek a deal that 
drives economic growth. 
An agreement with In-
dia, projected to be the 
fourth-largest global im-
porter by 2035, could pro-
vide further opportunities 
for businesses across the 
UK and further unlock 
growth,” he said.

The MP for Harrow 
West in London went on 
to refer to himself and his 
Tory colleague, Bob Black-
man – who is the MP for 
his neighbouring constit-
uency of Harrow East, as 
“enthusiastic” supporters 
of the FTA.

PTI, NEW DELHI:  The CBI 
has filed a closure report 
in the case pertaining to 
the 2024 UGC-NET, which 
was cancelled following 
inputs suggesting that its 
question paper was leaked 
on the darknet and was 
being sold on Telegram, 
officials said on Thursday.

In its closure report filed 
before a special court, the 
Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) said there 
was no evidence of paper 
leak in the case. The agen-
cy also sent a report to the 
Union education ministry.

The court will now de-
cide whether to accept the 
report and close the case 
or direct the agency to fur-
ther probe it. The central 
probe agency found that a 
"doctored" screenshot of 
the "leaked" question pa-
per for the June 18, 2024, 
exam was being circulated 
by a student to make some 
money, the officials said.

On the exam day, the 
paper was found doing 
the rounds on Telegram 
channels in the afternoon, 
before the second shift of 
UGC-NET, giving an im-
pression that it was leaked 
and the person circulating 
it had access to it, they said.

The investigation found 
that the person who circu-
lated the screenshot had 
doctored the image and 
its date and time stamp 
to show that he accessed 
the paper before the exam 
started, the officials said.
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