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West Bengal Governor CV 
Ananda Bose  pays tribute 
to Mahatma Gandhi on 
his death anniversary, 
observed as Martyrs' Day, 
in Kolkata

Police personnel keep 
vigil as people gather 
after the body of a 
missing girl was found 
in a field, in Kanpur, 
Uttar Pradesh

Congress MP Gaurav 
Gogoi during an all-party 
meeting, convened by 
the government, ahead 
of the Budget session of 
Parliament, in New Delhi

An artist gives final 
touches to an idol Lord 
Ganesh ahead of the 
Maghi Ganesh Jayanti 
festival, at a workshop, 
in Mumbai

ARTISTIC EXPRESSION

appointments

PTI, MUMBAI: Maharash-
tra Congress head Nana 
Patole on Thursday said 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Uttar Pradesh 
Chief Minister Yogi Adit-
yanath should resign, tak-
ing moral responsibility for 
the stampede tragedy at the 
Maha Kumbh in Prayagraj.

There is so much of 
"event baazi" and only 
banners of PM Modi and 
Adityanath are seen at the 
Kumbh, he claimed.

At least 30 persons died 
and 60 others were injured 
in the pre-dawn stampede 
on Wednesday in Sangam 
area of the Maha Kumbh at 
Prayagraj in Uttar Pradesh, 
as millions of pilgrims 
jostled for space to take a 
holy dip on the occasion of 
‘Mauni Amavasya'.

The Maha Kumbh kicked 

off on January 13 and will 
continue till February 26.

Talking to PTI Videos, 
Patole claimed, "Both Yogi 

Adityanath and PM Modi 
have turned Kumbh into an 
event. You will see only their 
posters and banners every-

where. They must take re-
sponsibility of the tragedy.'

He further claimed that 
death toll in the stampede 
was higher than the official 

figure.
'Both Yogi and Modi must 

step down from their posts. 
If you see Kumbh, there is 
so much of 'event baazi' 

that you will see only their 
banners across Kumbh. 
They have to take responsi-
bility for this incident."

A day after the stampede, 
the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment ramped up efforts to 
ensure crowd management 
and safety of devotees who 
continued to flock the Ma-
hakumbh Nagar in large 
numbers for the religious 
gathering.

The area would remain a 
no-vehicle zone until the crowd 
disperses completely, Superin-
tendent of Police (Traffic) An-
shuman Mishra said.

Essential services such 
as police administration 
vehicles, ambulances and 
suction machines would 
be allowed entry as they 
are crucial for the smooth 
management of the Maha 
Kumbh, Mishra said. 

Modi, Yogi must take responsibility for 
stampede at Kumbh and quit: Cong

Family members mourn after a private security guard was killed 
during the intervening night of Wednesday and Thursday, at 
Maharajpur, in Kanpur district

Rush of devotees after taking a holy dip during the ongoing 
Maha Kumbh Mela, in Prayagraj

PTI, MAHAKUMBH 
NAGAR:  A day after a 
stampede at the Maha 
Kumbh left 30 people 
dead, the Uttar Pradesh 
government ramped up 
efforts to ensure crowd 
management and safety 
of devotees who contin-
ued to flock here in mil-
lions for the religious 
gathering.

The devotees were un-
deterred by the pre-dawn 
chill and reduced visibili-
ty due to the dense fog in 
their bid to take a dip in 
the Sangam and at other 
ghats here on Thursday 
seeking 'moksha' or sal-
vation.

More than 1.52 crore 
devotees had taken the 
holy dip by 2 pm on Thurs-

day, according to Uttar 
Pradesh government.

PTI, MAHAKUMBH NA-
GAR:  More than 36 hours 
have passed since the 
stampede at Maha Kumbh, 
but Jitendra Sahu has not 
caught a wink and has been 
frantically searching for his 
70-year-old aunt Shakunta-
la Devi, who has been miss-
ing since. Shakuntala Devi 
had arrived at the Maha 
Kumbh from Gwalior with a 
group of 15 devotees.

"We have had no contact 
with my aunt since the in-
cident. She has an identi-
ty card around her neck. 
Her phone is unreachable 
and she has not contacted 
anyone. We don't know 
what to do," he told PTI in 
a choked voice.

Kumbh stampede: Some 
reunited, many still missing

Crowd control tightens as pilgrims 
flock to Maha Kumbh

UP CS, DGP MEET VICTIMS, VISIT INCIDENT 
SPOT AT SANGAM

PTI, MAHAKUMBH NAGAR:  Uttar Pradesh Chief Secre-
tary Manoj Kumar Singh and Director General of Police 
(DGP) Prashant Kumar visited Swaroop Rani Nehru 
Hospital on Thursday to meet the injured devotees 
following the incident that occurred at Sangam area 
during the Mauni Amavasya Amrit Snan on Wednes-
day. During their visit, both senior officials met each 
injured pilgrim, inquiring about their condition and the 
treatment they were receiving. They also instructed 
doctors to ensure there was no shortage in medical 
care. CS Singh emphasised that, as per Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath's directives, all necessary arrange-
ments were being made for the injured, and the entire 
administration was actively engaged in their treatment 
and well-being, according to an official statement.

PTI, NEW DELHI:  Ahead 
of the Union Budget, the 
Congress on Thursday 
came out with a 'Real State 
of the Economy' report 
claiming that the Modi 
government is marching 
India forward into the mid-
dle income trap, which will 
make the country uncom-
petitive, underproductive 
and unequal.

The opposition party 
also said that India's GDP 
growth for 2024-25, as 
per government data, is 
expected to be 6.4% but 
this rate of growth is not 
a cause for celebration as 
India needs a sustained 
GDP growth of 8 per cent 

if it wants to encash its 
historic demographic 
dividend.

AICC Research Depart-
ment chairperson Profes-
sor M V Rajeev Gowda and 
his team have compiled 
the report, which was re-
leased by senior Congress 
leader and former finance 
minister P Chidambaram 
at the party's AICC office 
at 24, Akbar Road here on 
Thursday.

India has over the last 
few years consistently 
failed to achieve targets, 
the report said, claiming 
that the Modi govern-
ment is marching India 
forward into the middle 

income trap, "which will 
make us uncompetitive, 
underproductive and un-
equal".

"GDP growth in the 6% 
range is insufficient to cre-
ate jobs for our growing 
youth population, especial-
ly when rapid technolog-
ical change is disrupting 
the future of jobs. It will 
keep India stuck in a state 
of high inequality, where 
two-thirds of our popula-
tion remain dependent on 
free grains from the gov-
ernment, while the Prime 
Minister's favoured few 
accumulate wealth rapidly," 
said the report titled 'What 
happened to growth'.

Modi govt is marching India into 
‘middle income trap’: Cong

A folk artist at the ‘Jaipur Literature Festival’ (JLF), in Jaipur, Rajasthan

PTI, NEW DELHI:  The Op-
position expressed strong 
protests at an all-party 
meeting against the func-
tioning of the joint parlia-
mentary committee on the 
Waqf Amendment Bill, Con-
gress leader Jairam Ramesh 
said on Thursday, claiming 
that such panels have been 
reduced to a "farce".  

On Thursday, the govern-
ment convened a meeting of 
floor leaders of all political 
parties ahead of the Budget 
session of Parliament.  

"In the tradition-
al pre-session All-Party 

meeting this morning, all 
Opposition leaders have 
expressed their strongest 
protest on how the JPC on 
the Wakf Amendment Bill 
was made to function," 
Ramesh said in a post on X.

"It has made a complete 
mockery of all parliamen-
tary traditions and practic-
es. Such committees used 
to be a force to be reckoned 
with - now they have been 
reduced to be a farce to be 
reckoned with," the Con-
gress general secretary 
in-charge communica-
tions said.  

Congress criticizes Waqf 
panel’s functioning

Members of the Joint Parliamentary Committee on Waqf 
Amendment Bill headed by its Chairman Jagdambika Pal 
during the submission of its report to Lok Sabha Speaker Om 
Birla, at the Parliament House, in New Delhi

PTI, CHENNAI:  The Opposi-
tion AIADMK in Tamil Nadu 
on Thursday urged the Centre 
to shelve the Waqf Amend-
ment Bill, respecting the sen-
timents of the minorities.

The quick approval of 
the draft by the Joint Par-
liamentary Committee on 
the Waqf Amendment Bill 
after rejecting the rec-
ommendations made by 
various parties was 'un-
acceptable,' AIADMK gen-
eral secretary Edappadi K 
Palaniswami said.

Waqf properties across 
India, including those in Ta-
mil Nadu, were governed by 
the Waqf Act 1995, he said. 
Against this backdrop, the 
proposed Amendment by the 
BJP government was likely to 
deprive Muslims of their rights 
over the Waqf properties and 
facilitate encroachment.

Shelve Waqf 
Amendment 
Bill, AIADMK 
tells Centre


