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PTI, NEW DELHI: The Su-
preme Court on Wednes-
day directed hospitals, 
including AIIMS New 
Delhi, to regularise the 
unauthorised absence of 
doctors who were part of 
protests against the rape 
and murder of a doctor at 
R G Kar Hospital, Kolkata.

The heinous crime trig-
gered nationwide outrage 
and prolonged protests 
in West Bengal. The hos-
pital staff and doctors 
took part in nationwide 
protests after the body of 
the post-graduate trainee 
doctor was found in the 
R G Kar hospital's sem-
inar room on August 9,  
last year.

During its probe, Kol-
kata police arrested civic 
volunteer Sanjay Roy the 
next day in the case.

On Wednesday, a bench 
comprising Chief Justice 
Sanjiv Khanna and Justice 
Sanjay Kumar took note 
of the submissions of a 
doctors' body that some 
hospitals had regularised 
the absence of the doc-
tors following its August 
22, 2024 order whereas 
a few others, including 

AIIMS Delhi, decided to 
treat the period as leave 
of absence.

"We deem it appro-
priate to clarify that if 
protesting workers had 
joined work post the Su-
preme Court order then 
their absence shall be reg-
ularised and not be treat-
ed as absence from duty. 
This is issued in peculiar 
facts and circumstances of 
the cases and is not laying 
down any precedent,” the 
CJI said.

The lawyer appearing 
for the body said the de-
cision to treat the protest 
period as leave could cre-
ate trouble for some of the 
medical PG students.

Solicitor general Tushar 
Mehta, representing the 
Centre, said as the case 
was non-adversarial, the 
hospitals would abide by 
the top court's directions.
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We deem it appropriate to clarify that if protesting 
workers had joined work post the Supreme Court 

order then their absence shall be regularised and not be 
treated as absence from duty. This is issued in peculiar 
facts and circumstances of the cases and is not laying 
down any precedent
— Sanjiv Khanna, Chief Justice of India

Mehta said AIIMS, Delhi, 
decided to treat the period 
as leave of absence availed 
by the doctors.

“By an earlier order, it 
was stated that no coercive 
step would be taken against 
the protesting doctors for 
protests till the date of the 
order. Pursuant to this some 
of the AIIMS such as Kalyani 
and Gorakhpur and the PGI 
Chandigarh have regular-
ised the absence. However 
some other institutes have 
treated the said period as if 
doctors were on leave," the 
bench said.

PTI, NEW DELHI: More 
than 30 hours after a 
multi-storey building col-
lapsed in Burari here, four 
members of a family were 
pulled out alive from the 
debris in a late-night op-
eration, officials said on 
Wednesday.

They said Rajesh (30), 
his wife Gangotri (26), 
and sons Prince (6) and 
Ritik (3) — who were res-
cued on Tuesday night — 
have been hospitalised.

The family was trapped 
inside a space created af-
ter a ceiling slab of the 
newly constructed build-
ing fell on a cooking gas 
cylinder. It prevented the 
family members from 
being crushed under the 
debris, according to the 
officials. A video showing 
the family members sit-
ting inside an ambulance 
with two children went 
viral on different social  
media platforms.

"My elder son is six 
years old and my young-
er son is three. We are 
thankful to God that we 

are saved," Rajesh can be 
heard telling reporters.

The four-storey res-
idential building near 
Oscar Public School 
collapsed on Monday 
evening, killing five peo-
ple, including two minors.

"The rescue operation 
is still underway and is 
likely to continue till late 
Wednesday night. Mul-
tiple teams – Delhi Po-
lice, NDRF and Delhi Fire 
Services – are working 
round-the-clock," Deputy 
Commissioner of Police 
(North) Raja Banthia said.

So far, 21 people have 
been pulled out from the 
rubble. While 16 of them 
were alive, five died, he said.

"The rescue operation 
is still underway. More 
people could be trapped 
under the rubble.

"Teams are taking extra 
precautions while carry-
ing out the rescue oper-
ation. The NDRF teams 
are also using highly ad-
vanced gadgets to know 
about alive people," said 
the police officer.

Four of family 
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Rescue work underway at the site where the multi-storey 
building collapsed on Monday in New Delhi, on Wednesday


