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MARGAO: A minor 
schoolgirl has reported 
that she was confined 
and raped by a 32-year-
old man, identified 
as Girish alias Nilesh 
Velip, a resident of Cola,  
Canacona.

This crime has come 
to light while the people 
of South Goa are still pro-
cessing the gang rape of 
a mentally unsound girl 
in Cansaulim, reported  
last week.

The Cuncolim police, 
following a complaint 
filed by the victim's fam-
ily, arrested the accused 
and produced him be-
fore the Judicial Magis-
trate First Class (JMFC), 
Margao, where he was 
remanded in three days' 
police custody.

According to Cuncolim 
police, the accused Velip 
was working abroad, and 
recently returned to Goa. 
He befriended the victim 
via WhatsApp. Using this 
connection, he visited her 
home in November 2024 
when she was alone. He 
allegedly confined her in 
a room, sexually assault-
ed her, and issued threats 
to deter her from report-
ing the incident.

The case was initially 

brought to the Wom-
en's Cell, Margao, which 
transferred it to Cun-
colim police. Investiga-
tions led to Velip's ar-
rest late Monday night. 
He is being charged un-
der Sections 376(2) and 
354 of the Indian Penal 
Code, along with rele-
vant sections of the Goa 
Children's Act, 2003, 
and the Protection of 

Children from Sexual 
Offences Act (POCSO), 
2012.

The victim was initially 
taken to the Bali Health 
Centre and later shifted 
to the South Goa District 
Hospital and finally to the 
Goa Medical College Hos-
pital. PSI Sudan Bhosale 
of the Cuncolim Police 
Station is investigating 
the case.

Canacona man held for rape of 
minor after victim comes forward

MARGAO: The Congress 
party has strongly criticised 
the State government and 
police over the rising num-
ber of crimes against women 
in Goa, particularly in light 
of the recent gang rape of a 
mentally challenged woman.

The party has demand-
ed accountability from the 
authorities for their fail-
ure to address women’s  
safety concerns.

Speaking to reporters, 
GPCC General Secretary 
Manisha Usgaonkar accused 
the government of merely 
paying lip service to wom-
en’s empowerment and safe-
ty by organising events and 
programmes without imple-
menting any concrete action.

She questioned whether 
women are truly safe in Goa, 
given the increasing crimes 
against them.

“This government only 
talks about ‘Beti Padhao, 

Beti Bachao,’ but has done 
nothing tangible to pro-
tect women from criminals. 
Where were the police when 
the mentally challenged 
woman was abducted from 
Margao and gang-raped 
at Cansaulim? Where is 
the police presence at bus 
stands and public spaces? 
Where are the women’s po-
lice stations and the Pink 
Force? Why have these 
agencies failed to prevent 
the rapes and molestations 
taking place in the State?”  
Manisha asked.

She further expressed 
concern about the safety of 
women in the State, saying, 
“Do you think any woman 
would feel safe stepping 
out at night after this hor-
rific gang rape? Instead of 
strengthening security by 
deploying more person-
nel, the government is em-
broiled in job scams.”

Congress slams govt 
over rising crimes 

against women
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PONDA: Several old and 
dilapidated buildings 
within the Ponda Munici-
pal Council (PMC) jurisdic-
tion have been identified 
as posing a risk to shop 
owners conducting busi-
ness from them, as well as 
to members of the general 
public visiting these prem-
ises. To ensure public safe-
ty, the PMC has announced 
that appropriate legal 
action will be taken after 
a detailed survey. Build-
ings deemed unsafe will 
be required to undergo  
demolition.

The PMC has so far 
identified four dangerous 
buildings, including both 
public and private struc-
tures. Stability notices 
have already been issued 
to some of these proper-
ties. The council has also 
demolished its Shastri 
Hall building, where shop 
owners operating from the 
ground floor were relo-
cated before the structure 

was taken down. Addition-
ally, the PMC has decided 
to demolish its old 16-
flat building at Shantina-
gar-Ponda.

PMC officials have stat-
ed that some of the private 
buildings identified as haz-
ardous have also been is-
sued notices. While certain 
owners have requested 
additional time to vacate, 
officials warned that those 
refusing to comply would 
be required to provide a 
structural audit report pre-

pared by the Goa Engineer-
ing College (GEC).

In addition, the gov-
ernment has directed 
the council to conduct a 
survey of old buildings 
belonging to various gov-
ernment departments. 
According to PMC offi-
cials, several abandoned  
health department build-
ings near the Government 
Complex at Tisk-Ponda, 
are on the verge of col-
lapse. Two of these struc-
tures have been flagged as 

particularly unsafe.
Social worker Rocky 

Dias has raised concerns 
about the risk posed by 
such buildings, stating: 
“Buildings posing a risk to 
the public should be iden-
tified and barricaded to 
prevent entry and discour-
age anti-social activities.”

The PMC has reiterated 
its commitment to taking 
swift action to address the 
issue of unsafe buildings, 
ensuring the safety of both 
residents and visitors.

Dilapidated structures in Ponda 
identified, notices issued

Owners request additional time to vacate; those refusing to comply would be 
required to provide structural audit report from GEC, say PMC officials 

Accountability demanded after gang 
rape of mentally challenged woman 

Perversion and a distorted sense of male 
bonding in certain cultures turn acts of 

aggression—including sexual violence—into a 
twisted way of reinforcing dominance and solidarity. 
This reflects a hatred of women, played out on one 
unfortunate victim who is often caught in weak 
circumstances. Outsiders should be profiled without 
fear of judgement, as rapists can often be identified 
beforehand based on certain attributes, such as 
their backgrounds
– Adv Seoula Vas, Fatorda

It is the State’s utmost responsibility to 
ensure the safety and dignity of all citizens, 

as guaranteed by our constitution. Mechanisms 
of a democratic society, including the police and 
other relevant government departments, must work 
collaboratively to address these major concerns. 
There should be no loopholes that allow accused 
persons to exploit gaps in the case and hinder 
justice. Advancements in artificial intelligence 
should be employed to strengthen investigations in 
cases of rape, murder, and other serious crimes
– Adv Lida Joao, former Chairperson, Child Welfare 
Committee (South)
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SP Sunita Sawant  
transferred  

to Police  
Headquarters
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PANJIM: South Goa Superin-
tendent of Police (SP) Sunita 
Sawant has been transferred to  
the Goa Police Headquarters, 
with Tikam Singh Verma as-
suming charge as the new South  
Goa SP.

Sawant was appointed as the 
South Goa SP in February last 
year. Sources suggest her trans-
fer may be linked to allegations 
of non-cooperation with certain 
MLAs from South Goa.

Sawant had taken on addi-
tional responsibilities as South 
Goa SP after IPS officer Ab-
hishek Dhania was transferred  
to Delhi earlier. Her tenure  
witnessed significant  
developments; however, her 
transfer has raised questions 
in political and administrative  
circles.

Tikam Singh Verma, who pre-
viously headed the Anti-Nar-
cotics Cell, will now serve as 
the SP of South Goa. The trans-
fer underscores the dynamic 
changes within the state’s police  
administration.
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PANJIM: Kapil Phadte 
has been elected as the 
President of the Asso-
ciation of Goa Civil Ser-
vice Officers (AGCSO) 
following the formation 
of a new Executive Com-
mittee. The announce-
ment was made during 
a general body meeting 
held on January 28.  

The new committee 
will be led by Presi-
dent Kapil Phadte, with 
Manohar Karekar as 
Vice President, Dat-
taraj Gauns Desai as 
Secretary, Sanjana Di-
pak Bandekar as Joint 
Secretary, and Pranav 
Bhat as Treasurer. The 
members of the execu-
tive committee include 
Vipul Naik Gaokar, Vivek 
Krishna Naik, Taha Haz-
iq, Shubham Naik, Suy-
ash Khandeparkar and 
Manthan Manish Naik.  

This election comes 
after widespread criti-
cism of the association 
for failing to hold elec-
tions for the past eight 

years and for its per-
ceived inability to ad-
dress the concerns of its 
members.  

Addressing the gath-
ering, the Chief 
Secretary of Goa, V 
Candavelou, who 
was the chief guest 
at the event, empha-
sised the critical role 
of Goa Civil Service 
(GCS) Officers as the 
‘steel frame’ of the 
country. He urged 
the association to 
organise meetings 

more frequently to 
strengthen its function-
ing and address the 
needs of its members 
effectively.

Kapil Phadte elected president 
of Goa civil service officers  

MAPUSA: The Mapusa Po-
lice have registered a case 
against two individuals 
from Vasco for allegedly 
stealing a mobile phone val-
ued at Rs 1.73 lakh.

According to the police, 
Abhinay Shrirang Narvekar, 

a resident of Ansabhat-Ma-
pusa, filed a complaint 
stating that on January 26, 
at Golden Orchid, the ac-
cused—identified as Shreya 
Vardhan, also known as 
Shreya Surai Naik, from 
Headland Sada-Vasco, 

and Suraj Naik from Man-
drem-Pernem—stole his 
daughter's mobile phone. 
The accused are reportedly 
relatives of the complainant.

An FIR has been registered, 
and the case is under investi-
gation by PSI Aditya Gad.

Two booked for Rs 1.73 lakh mobile theft in Mapusa


