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PTI, MHOW (MP):  The BJP 
and RSS are "traitors" and 
people should be wary of 
them, Congress president 
Mallikarjun Kharge said on 
Monday, claiming they talk 
about not looking for "shiv-
lings under mosques" but 
instigate people to do so.

Addressing the "Jai Bapu, 
Jai Bhim, Jai Samvidhan" ral-
ly here, the Congress presi-
dent said independence was 
achieved fighting under the 
leadership of Mahatma Gan-
dhi, and today those who 
keep abusing the Congress 
-- "the people of the RSS" -- 
only worked for the British.

"They had no participa-
tion, no part in the freedom 
struggle. Will you forgive 
such people?" Kharge asked 
the large gathering at the 
rally held in this Madhya 
Pradesh town where 
Ambedkar was born.

"If you want to teach a les-
son to these people, unite, and 
protect the rights you have 
got by uniting. If you don't do 
this, the loss is yours, the loss 
is not of Rahul Gandhi, Sonia 
Gandhi or the big people sit-
ting on the stage. The loss is 
of the Dalit, backward, tribal 
and the poor," Kharge said, 
asking the crowd to think in 
this direction or they will not 
get any right.

Kharge also took a swipe 

at the Modi government 
and said it was standing on 
"two legs" - BJP allies led by 
Chandrababu Naidu and Ni-
tish Kumar -- and a simple 
push can topple it.

He urged people to not 
heed the theory of M S Gol-
walkar, V D Savarkar or K 
B Hedgewar and move for-
ward with the ideology of 
Babasaheb Ambedkar, Jawa-
harlal Nehru and Mahatma 
Gandhi.

"And I want to tell you one 
more thing that these people 
of the BJP are openly insult-
ing every community. Stop 
it, whatever happened has 
happened. The court also 
said but everyone together 

is instigating a few people 
today. The RSS people also 
said that don't look for 'Shiv-
ling under mosques', they 
themselves stated this, but 
they themselves instigate," 
Kharge said.

"On one hand they speak, 
on the other hand they insti-
gate. So that is why we have 
to live in peace. If anybody 
does injustice (to anybody), 
you should have the strength 
to fight against that injustice, 
but the BJP-RSS is taking ad-
vantage of this, instigating 
people and trying their best 
to remove rights, the funda-
mental rights we have in the 
Constitution," he said.

"I heard from somewhere 

that the BJP people have 
started the work of making 
another Constitution. Today 
I want to tell you that estab-
lishing equality of people in 
the society was one of the 
aims of Babasaheb and that 
is why he made many laws. 
If anyone gave him complete 
support, it was Pandit Jawa-
harlal Nehru and Mahatma 
Gandhi," Kharge said.

He said if people are unit-
ed the BJP will never suc-
ceed in changing the Con-
stitution. He urged the Dalit, 
backward and the tribal to 
unite, saying until they are 
united, they will not get en-
try into temples.

During the Mhow rally, 
Kharge also took a swipe at 
Home Minister Amit Shah's 
remarks in Rajya Sabha that 
had created a furore during 
the Winter Session.

"'Abhi ek fashion ho gaya 
hai -- Ambedkar, Ambed-
kar, Ambedkar, Ambedkar, 
Ambedkar, Ambedkar. Itna 
naam agar bhagwan ka lete 
to saat janmon tak swarg mil 
jata (It has become a fashion 
these days to say Ambed-
kar, Ambedkar, Ambed-
kar, Ambedkar, Ambedkar, 
Ambedkar. If they had taken 
God's name so many times, 
they would have got a place 
in heaven)'," Shah had said 
in a jibe at the opposition.
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PTI, KOLKATA:  A po-
lice team from Mumbai 
on Monday questioned a 
woman in West Bengal's 
Nadia district in connec-
tion with the attack on Bol-
lywood superstar Saif Ali 
Khan, a source said.

Investigation revealed 
that the SIM used by the 
Bangladeshi national, who 
was arrested earlier in 
Mumbai for the attack, was 
registered in the name of 
the woman, he said.

The woman, however, 
claimed that she had lost a 
mobile phone with the said 
SIM a few years back, he said. 

A two-member team of 
Mumbai Police arrived in 
West Bengal on Sunday.

A senior police officer in-

itially stated that the wom-
an was arrested. He, how-
ever, later said that none 
was captured from West 
Bengal in this connection. 

"The team of police of-
ficers from Mumbai in-
terrogated the woman in 
Chapra in Nadia district in 
the Saif Ali attack case. The 
woman denied knowing 
the accused Shariful," the 
officer of the West Bengal 
Police told PTI.  

"The woman claimed 
that she had lost her mo-
bile phone when she was 
in Kolkata a few years back. 
Investigators are trying to 
find out how the accused 
got the SIM registered un-
der the woman's name and 
started using it," he said. 
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Mumbai Police team 
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PTI, NEW DELHI: The 
Supreme Court on Mon-
day observed the issue of 
snakebites was prevalent 
“throughout the country” 
and asked the Centre to 
take all States on board 
to “do something” in 
making available snake-
bite treatment in medical 
facilities.

A bench of Justices B 
R Gavai and S V N Bhatti 
was hearing a plea that 
said the country faced a 
significant public health 
crisis due to the scarcity 

of anti-venom, crucial in 
treating snakebites.

“You can take the states 
on board. The problem is 
throughout the country,” 
the bench told the Centre's 
counsel.

It went on, “You can 
have a meeting with all 
the representatives of 
the states and try to do 
something. It is not an ad-
versarial litigation.” The 
Centre's counsel said the 
government would place 
on record its steps taken 
on the issue.
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